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DE DICATTON. 
become an Author, the Subject 
of my little Book directed me 
to a noble Perſon , whoſe 
Name before it wild uſher it 
into the World with the great 
eſt W bk % | 


In the miſerable St tate our 
holy Religion hath been for 
many . a Collection of 
Sermons new from the Preſs, 
would naturally raiſe an Ex- 
pectation of nothing but the 
faſhionahis Doctrine of the 
Times, and be laid aſide by all 
true Believers with ger 
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- But when, dhe Earl L of A- 


Ane pox s, Name appears... to 
countenance the Author , no 


ſuch thing can be ſuſpected. 
Your Lonpskip's known Zeal 
for the Purity of Chriſtian Do- 
Arine, would make a Dedica- 
tion of ſuch'Stuff, the greateſt 


Affront to you. 


| Your "Hoi hath long 
lamented the growth of Hereſy 
and Infidelity among us, which 
The very Defenders of the Faith 
themſelves, though arm'd with 
Regal Power, have not been'a- 
ble to give a Check to: They 
A3 have 


EDTA 
have long 1 ſince ſtole up into 


Pulpit, and profiitiitet that 
ſacred Place tö fo prophane an 
Uſe, as from thence to Nate 
che Vain Twoputions of | 
ſtead of the pure N rd o 

and Lety often ind ae Com: 
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Nay; to make Mirth ch 
theſe enormous Impieties, they 
have at laſt found a Way, as 
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your ] ante knows, "ton make 
merchantable Goods of them; 


there being one great Mar bet, 
Newport, il think) *tis led, 


where they may by Wholeſale 
of Real be had every Week in 


— D NC TIM 
the Year: Methinks, MriLozp 


in this Caſea'Clerk of ithe:Mat- 


ket is more proper than in any 
other; becauſe we have a more 
certain Standard to try thoſe 
Commodities by, than any 0* 
ther things which en a 


there 10. Js 10 bst en 
211 ? 


o 9no of bloom. 3i 31 .10 


"Bates to relieve: mplalf from 


the little Book led me into, 


your Torver iS Acteptance; I 
ean turn my Eyes to that ich 
will yield me nbthing but D 
lights your" Fot9si##'s"ridble 
Vitedes ſhining © out im all Parts 
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the loathſome Subject which 


which now begs the Hondur of 
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DED TECAT o 


FA Life! Alb who have the 
Honour'ito know the Earl of 
Azinepos' can meet with no- 
thing in his Conduct, either as 
to himſelf or Family, but what 
ſhould be ſet for a Pattern to 
was made of a Repreſentation 
of it, it would be one of the 
beſt Senne, _ ever was 
* 
Gal 31 5 

Mx ro 1 beſeech your 
eee to accept of this Pub- 
lication of your great good 
Qualities to the World, as a 
Teſtimony of my true Grati- 
tude for thoſe Favours which 
30 6 vou 


DEDICATION. 
you have always been adding 
to ever ſince J have had the Ho- 
nour to be liſted among your 
Lozxpsmie's humble Servants: 
Humbly praying your Lozv- 
slv to believe, that in that great 
Number there is not one, more 
ſo, than 


Wur Lok DSHI S 
Moft faithful and 


Obedient Servant, 


St. John's 
March 1727. 
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in H. Le dd my Mother,” congerue 
8 455 K. now ys” . one 
ould, Jolly. 5 


us 


vice, and w 
the Author of it to great Wiſdom, 
——iß at the fame Time, -hejcquldihays 
rod? Kh "that K nowledge. was to be 
But, alas: how can we e f 15 id 15 Kab Our. 
ſelves, if we are ignorant our; ſpirirtal; State, 
and know not on Ten e ſtand with 
our Creator, the Aut " Beings,” and 


| conſequently, the. Founzin of al be C . 4553 


are 57 un. IP 8 ELSE 
er Ka no Sod. may Gra, 5555 a} —_ 


Amuſement. to the Mind, and be. allowed an | 


Ornament of it alſo; but would-be. vain and. 
fruitleß as to the. main Concern of Life; which. | 
is chiefly co Know what Patt we have in the 
Love or. Dilpkalure of our Gop, and how Elis 


Fayour: is eicher to be Recovered or Kept: For 


on this ale not any ſhort, ee e 
1 this alone, not any * 1 
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Of Original Sin. 
ceirful Pleaſures, bur an immutable State of 
perfect Happineſs doth depend. And this No- 
thing but our hoty Religion can teach us. 

ow, though the firſt View of ourſelves with 
which it preſents us, be a very diſmal one, no- 
thing but Sin and Miſery : Yet we ſhall ſoon 
find, that the Commanding Voice of the Eter- 
nal Word can from thence bid Comfort ariſe, 
as it once did Light / out of Darkneſs; and that 
the Grace of Gop is much more abounding, 


than the Witkedneſs of Man. 


But my Text only draws the melancholly 3 
Scene, and operis before us our Miſery ; repre- 


ſents Man as a Creature very early in Rehellion 


againſt his Maker, from the very Womb an hate- 
ful Object to the pure Eyes of Gov, and A Veſ- 
ſel of his Wrath: It tells us, chat Sin begins 

with our very Beings, that it is Part of our Com- 
poſition, and interwoven with our Thread of 
Life; the firſt Spark of which is no ſooner kind- 
led in us, but the Sinner begins to move: For, 
f holy David juſtly might, who ought not with 
the moſt profound Humility thus to lament. 
himſelf > Behold, I was ſhapen in Iniquity, 
and in Sin did iy Mother concei ve me. 

Which Words are not an Hyperbolical Ag- 
gravation of David's actual Sins, as the Pela- 
Liaus of old, the Socinians, and ſome others at 
this Day vainly pretend, only to make them 
conſiſtent with their Scheme of Religion; for 


they ſet forth a Sin quite of another kind; a 


Sin in our very Frame and Conception, and are a 
. — * pla in 


o Original Fin. 


ain and poſitive Aſſertion of the Cathonck 
octrine of Original Sin. Now if there be 
no ſuch Sin, thele Words are {o far from. being 
an Hyperbole; that rhey contain mere Fiction ; 
they do not what b, bur acknowledge 
What has no Reality at all. 
Ihe Sub] of this Diſcourſe; theb, wuſt-be 
Orig inal Fin, Which is ſometimes taken more 
larly; as comie chending both che firſt Sin of 
Adam imputed to all his Poſterity, and together 
with it the inherent Pollution of our Natures 
derived from it: And ſometimes more ſtrictly, 
for the latter alone; not excluding, but ſuppo- 
ling the. former, as he Cauſe ' Foundation 
of it. My Text leads me ro conſider ir only in 
this laſt Senſe, as it ſignifies the natural Corrup- 
tion in which we are © I all Pd i 05 
in diſeourſing u it, 1 pfoceed in 
E 
Firſt, I ſhall ſhew, That Man is very much 
altered from what he was ar his firſt Creation. 
| Secondly, That this Alteration conſiſts in a 
corrupt and depraved Nature, derived down. to 
us from our firſt Parentz. 
Thirdly, That this Original Cordipeion in 
us has the true and formal Nature of Sin. 
Fourthly, I ſhall conſider the chief Objec- 
tions which have been urged by the Adverſaries 
of this Doctrine, and ſo conclude. + + 
Firft then, I am to ſhew, that Man is very 
much altered from What he was at his ff 


Creation. 2 5 
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Nhe Diſorder that is in humane Nature, is too 
vifibte'to wart Revelation for the Diſcovery of 
it; they hK wanted that, have complained of 
it in all Ages, but for want of iti have been at a 
great Loſs for:the Cauſe.” That Opinion which 
moſt generally Prevailed, was the Doctrine of the 
Prx-exifterice of Souls; which was brought into 
| Traly by Pythagoras, but had ſpread itſelf very 
far Before his Time, and continues to this Day 
inthe Baſtorn Parts of the World. 
Great Defacts were obſerv d in all the Powers 
of Man; his Underſtanding dark, his Will weak, 
anHyer obſtinate, his Appetites irregular, and 
his Paſſions ſtrong: And it was very rightly con- 
cluded; that fo abſurd a Compoſition could not 
come immediately out of the wiſe and pure 
Hands: of Gop, but that this muſt needs be a 
State of Puniffiment. But then they looked up- 
on the Souls of Men to be of too pure, refined, 
and exalted a Nature, to be originally deſigned 
by Gop for Companions of this ſinful Clod of 
Earth; and therefore imagined, that theſe Spirits 
had an Exiſtence of their own before, but by 
ſome Tranlgreſſions having offended their Ma- 
kerg chat this Caſe of Fleſh was ſo contrivèd on 
Purpoſe as a Puniſhment. for them; into which 
they were caſt as into a Workchduſe, and there 
condemned to hard Labour, the perpetual Drud- 
gery of ſtrugling with the unruly Appetites of 
Fleſſi and Blood, fo contrary to the Purity and 
Dignity of their Nature, © © #77 
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This had the Face of a plauſible Hygot haflon 
aud o long as it ſeemed: to ſolve an apparent 


Difficulty, its own- Abſurdities were over: loo * | 


No. Notice was taken of the Incon 
Man's Creation thus: by Pieces; or by Gop's 


uniting two Natures together, which they them- 


ſelves ſuppoſed ſo unſuitable to each other; or 
of the; unavoidable Conſequence of | Go D's be- 
ing thereby the Author of Sin. 


But if they had preſervedithe Hiſtory of their 


own Deſcent, they would have known that the 
Body and Soul were matched together in n 
and ond by ,Gop for — arable- 
nions: That the e in the vibe 


World reſulted from that Union; che only Crea- 


ture endu'd. with Abilities to praiſe his Maker, 
ay under Him to have the Dominion of this; 

lobe of Earth : That as Man came thus di- 
rectly out of an Almighty Hand, guided by in- 
finite Wiſdom and Go it was impoſſible 
he ſhould want any Endowments that were 
ſuitable to his Nature. And ſince he Was 


brought into the World at full Age, not like 


an Infant, only wich Capacities which Time by 
ſlow Degrees is to fill up, he muſt neceſſarily 2 
created with all thoſe Qualities which are per- 
fective of his Nature, as well as eſſential toit; for 


otherwiſe the Workmanſhip of Gop had been 


defectiye, which is no leſs abſurd, chan weben . 


to ſuppoſe. c Su POP 4 * 


If ve. therefore road x Fred Fang oe to 7 


be, we ſhall know, what Man was at Bi firſt Cro- 


$a B 3 ation: 


Original Sin. 
ation; and to know what Man oughr to be, wg 
muſt confider what natural Powers Gop has 
given him. As he is a rational Creature, he i is | 

of Neceſſity a moral Agent; he knows he has a 
Maker, whom it is his Duty to adore and ſerve. 
And as he is compounded of Fleſh and Spirir, > 
he finds in himſelf Powers very different in their 
Nature and Perſection, and that a due and reg: 
lar Subordination' among them is neceſſary to 
artain the Ends of his Creation, the Glory of 
Gop, and his own Happineſs. Some of them 
are made to be governed, and kept in Subjection; 
others for the Command over them: e has a 
Power of Election, by which he is Maſter of his 
oven Actions, Which is called the Will; with Ap- 

petites to incline or draw it, and when Occaſion 
requires, Naſſions to drive it: And over all, an 
Underſtanding ro preſide and govern,” and That 
to be regulated by the Law of Gop. 

When Things are thus, Man is in the perfect- 
eſt State his Nature is capable of in chis World, 
a truly noble Creature, and worthy of his Maker. 
This therefore muſt cerainly be he Condition 
in which Gop made him, and which our Church 
in the Ninth Article, uling the Language of all 
Orchodox Chriſtians, calls Original Rig ghteouſ-. 
neſs: Without which, after a moral Agent was 
made, Gop could not, upon a Review of his 
Works, have pronounced All Good, or be ſaid 
to have made Man in his own Image, notwith- 
ſtanding rhe Spirituality and Immortality of his 
| Soul, unleſs He had 7 geen him thoſe Perfections 


5 
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Of Original Sin. 
as ſuch, a Nature requires, which are Wiſdom 
in his Mind, and Holineſs in his Will. 
Now if we take but a ſhoxt View of the preſent 
Condition of Man, we ſhall ſoon perceive that. 
he is very much altered from what he was at his 
firſt 7 — 2 as our 2 8 ws 
ry far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, 
= .of Jer O0WB 5 —— to Evil. 
There is nothing of that Harmony and Order 
which was then in his Faculties, no Authority 
in the Superiour, or Obedience in Lower ; but 
the Subjects are in Arms againſt their Rulers, 
and Nothing but Civil War wichin this Little 
World: The Underſtanding dark, the Will im- 
potent, and the inferior Faculties taking this 
Opportunity to rebel; Nothing but Tumults in 
his Breaſt, and a perpetual Strife for Superiority. 
Sometimes a boiſterous Paſſion gets into the 
Throne, and obliges the Will to execute its wild 
Commands: Then a craving and importunate 
Luſt ſtarts up, and, like a Beggar armed, demands 
to be relieved. Counters and Baubles, by the 
dimſighted Underſtanding, are taken for Gold 
and Jewels; and the Wretch, in the moſt de- 
plorable Poverty, thinks himſelf rich and happy. 
By and by. thoſe Phantomes of Pleaſure vaniſh, 
and the Mind recovers its Sight with Anguiſh | 
and Amazement : Then Vengeance is denoun- 
ced againſt the cheating Affections which have 
been guilty of this Impoſture, and ſevere Diſci- 
pline is threaten'd; bur they being too great Fa- 
vourites to be long under Diſpleaſure, are quickly 
-B4 reſtored 
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Alan hurriedaway under che altern 
of his on Slaves which is 4 . in 


of Ob Gi 


d/ro'a Capacity of teducing their Lord 


. | | to as inſignicant Reſolutions. In this 


Circle of Diſorder and Coiifuſion is the Life of 


krone che Mc ed of Gov could never have 
n therefore is an evident Proof of 


beg ar econ from what he was at his 
Which leads me to my Second 
— Where Lam toſhew, , © 


: eco That this Alteration Cenfits i in a 
corrupt and dept: wee 


us ftem bor Firſt Parents, 


When we have ſen in how eſe a 8 


Man was made, and under how imperfect an 
one his Poſterity has ever laboured; where ſhould. 
we look for the Cauſe of this great Alteration, 


bel . che Fountain om which all ſucceeding 
: is have flowed ?* The Malady is too 
to be aſcribed to any other Cauſe. - 

Tho! one Man, not withſtanding the great 
1195 which GOD had giyen him, might be o- 
ver. cached hy che Stracagem and Subtilty of a 


ſuperior Sf pit, anf dran! in cg rebel againſt his 


Maker : Yer that all Men or their”6wn Accord 


. ſhotild follow ſuch a Li Lader, tRat in all Parts 


* 


_ © -ofithe Earth, and all Ages; inte Millions of 
"Men Without one ſingle Exception, ſhould make 


Þ. chemiſflvesParries in the Treaſon; that not one 
Man ſhouid be bern, who would make the right 


* Sof his Reaſon Watte inchnicciveable.” Of 
ä + 4 this 
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Nature, derived down: to 


but from chat Daring Sin which ſo fatally poi- 


by 
- * 
- 
* 


[ 


% 


Of © Tee] . 


this o ene rat Defedtion there muſt be forne uni- 3 
verlal, 8 4 and ihterhal Cauſe, _ "ByaG ui upon, 
7 Wills and AﬀeRionis, . which 16 forcibly i in- 


ines us to Evil, that ONS: ef Oppoſition is 


in Vain. Which we (tall find? 15 yet mote eyi⸗ 
dent, if we will but obſerve Yhat Thole;Defefts 
Which are ſo viſble in dür natural 1 Te 
moſt ſupetlatively conſpicuous when t 


THF mon 7 
exerciſe about Moral Actions. ae” ci " 
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Tis true, Out Mind 8 obſeures 
Wil weak and peryetſe; ver i moſt Cales, they, 
ſerve us tolerably well. In't temporal Concerns 
we, commonly ju ge with") reat Nicety, er- 
ye exactly where our tus incefeſt Kat v5 

foper Means to putſue it; foreſee Dangers 

nd Dial afar off, uſe the neceſſary | Cau- 
| clo to guard ourſelves againſt. all Accidenvs, 
and uk have Reſolution enoh gh Vi 
to follow 8 Dictates of our "Under 
Bur when Duty calls. for. our Watebfulbel : and 
Diligence, Virtue and Piety, for our - b plica- 
tion, we are quite other Creatures? „ Our, 9. 
verning Powers are benummed and Aen. and. 
thoſe only active which ſhould: be Abbreitel. 
There is a perfect Stupot upon the” Mind, and 
the Will is refractõry: The” Beauty of Holineb, 


\ wen: the 


"Vitor oaly . 
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ſhines in vain, nor can all the Rhetorick chat. Wt 


contained in rhe Strength of choc Argum ene 
which perſuade to Virtae, engage our, Far: A, 
Crown of Life itſelf, put its The B 4 Blink "Av, 
gainſt the emptieſt Pleaſite, 8 808 hei ch and 


* Torments have ud Tech it in tem. 0 
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; Original iis. 


Ss that the. Decking of Mankind, Intereſt, in 
this Caſe has oſt all irs Cham, and Self pre; Þ 
ſervation ceaſes to be a governing Principle. 
Wbereas in other Matters, as was obſerved, 
che Cale is quite different. No Man rugs into 
the Fire, or walkgon till he drops down a Pre- 
cipice which he {&s before him: But in his mo» 
ral Actions, infinitely greater, and no leſs cer. 
cain, Dangers put him in no Fear at all. A 
Bottomleſs Pit is before him, 8 
without Tore -of ſtopping , h the 
Shortneſs of Life hin 
always near the Brink of it: He treads undaunt- 
ed in Paths that lead to Flames, which he be- 


lieves ſball never be extinguiſhed, feeling at che 1 


ſame time the Worm that never dies, grawing 
in his Breaſt. Now what N I 


you, can be given of this monſtrous Zune 
with relation ta Sin only, through a, 
whole Race of rational Flor ay bur the Ve- 
nom of Sin itſelf? Which from the Root of 
human Nature, has ever ſpread itſelf through all 

its Branches, and brings forth this accurſed 
Fruit: And this appeared as early as was poſſi- 
ble; for the Firſt Man born of Adam was a 

Murderer, as On as there was a Second for 
him to kill. | 
The Scripture is very clear in this Matter: 
I ſhall Inſtance only in a few Places, becauſe what. 
I ſhall have Occaſion to mention on the next 
> will prove a great deal more, and there- 
undantly co this. Cen. c. v. v. 3. we 

are 


ä . 1 
Liteneſt, after hit e and called bit 


Name Seth. By which noi babes 
— ppg er 

depraved Name abt Faber e 
no Need, certainly, that the Holy Ghoſt fhould 


ſelf in his Eſſential Prop and outward Fi- 
gure, which was no more than what was 1 
mon to all Creatures, and was a Bicffng gr 
when Gop ſaid, Be * and mi = 
Beſides, if this had been the M of i fa 
Obſervation no doubt had been mo 

upon the Birth of his Firſt Son: Th e hl 
Deſign of Go was to let us knaw that Cor- 
ruption was entailed upon the Children of A 
_— was b that Son was 5 — in 
w oſterity the peeies was to be reſerved, ' 
and thar was erg from whom, Noah 'lineally 
deſcended. And that this M of the 
Words might not be overlooked, there is an em 
pharicat Repetition of the ſame thing; Adam 


begat a Son in his own Likeneſs, after bis 


Image; and this introduced, by calling to our 
Remembrance, that Adam bim was made in 
the Image of Gov, ver. x. which had been 


utterly needleſs, unleſs by the 2 by N 


ſhew the great Difference between the 
which Adam was made, and that after w 
Seth was en And that as Adam's Like- 


neſs to Gop lay chiefly in his moral 
the Wiſdom of his Mind, and I 


obſerye to us, thar Lain begat a Son like him 


= 
colon bo 


14 
- 
* 


Al 


— —2— f ———— — n 
— — 


— a — 


1 Cor. xv. 7, 12,1 


47, 49- 


Gen. vi. 
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Of Original 
" Will: So the Image of Adam in Sech; denoteth 
the inherent and hereditary. deprivation-of keg 15 
in him., I e alſo, that Apis takes tl 


o Man 1 the ns oh one Aud 
as. we have born the Imugè , the Harty. 


wer ſhall 4% bear the p | age.,of eh 7 * 
venty,... H Ott R a | 


Again, * 5 aker. this, we. have Gov? a un 
Judge nt ot his Work, Man, as now corrupt- 
ed TNT depraved ; For he doth not charge only; 
parricular Perſons, with actual Wickednels, but 
Mankind! in general with an univerſal and ha- 
bitual Diſpoſition in their Minds towards it: 
Aud Gop Jaw that the Wickedneſs of Man 
Was great in the Earth, and that every, I 
magination of the T houg brs of his Heart was 
only evil. continually: 1 601 in another Place, 
Gop charges this upon him, even from his 
Touth ; which can imply no leſs. than that it 
is, born with him: which is a quite contrary . 
Account of the Nature of Man, from what he 
gave of i ir at firſt, when he pronounced 1 it wee 
Good. * 

But f which puts It Queſtion be A h 
all Doubt, is, That before Man can be reſtored. 
to Gop's Fayour, his Nature niuſt be rene F- 
ed by Grate, Which is grounded only upon the 
original Corruption of. it; and therefore this 
. Renapation of his Nature is called Regene- 
pry And when che hereditary Filth and 
F Corrup- | 
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away, he is ſaid by Chriſt ro H hom again, 


And hence it Was, that V aſping bbcame the 
initiating Ceremony, and aten ist appointed 
by. Gp to be the outward and viſible Sign of 
chis inward and ſpiritual Grace; both Wich 
our Saviour couples together in his? Diſcourſe 
with Nicodemns. Werily, verily, T /ay unte Job. ill. 
thee ; except à Maw be born of JW arer and 5% 
of the Spirit, beccannutenter into che Kin 

dom of Gov.” That ubich it bor a, x4 _ 
Fleſh, is Fleſh; and that which'zs — of = 
the Spirit, is Spirit.” Here Fleſh and Sprret = 
are manifeſtly. uſed in direct O ition to each ADE Ke : 4 | 
other, to expreſs" the two different States: of i 
Man by Nature and Grace: And theſc. few = 
Words, if duly weighed; will be found to con- ʒũ e⸗n[8 
tain the vrhole doctrine we are upon. Here is; 
in the firſt place, declared the-abſolureNeceffity I ' if 
of a ſupernatural Regeneration, which implies = 
(as was obſerved) a Corruption of our natural - 
Generation; here is alſo expreſſed the Univerſa- —_ 
lity-of chis Corruption; for as much asall men 
are Fleſh ;* and laſtly, here is the Univerſality —_— 
of the Popagation of this Corruption, lince _- - 
what ſoever'rs burn of the fleſb, ir fleſh. -: 1 
Tyhirah, J am now to ſhew, char this otipic ©. 7 1 
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nal Corruption in us, has the we ark tonal * - * "_ 


Nature of Sin. _ 
Whatlſoever wants "that Symmerry, qp/an 


J * * off 
way! dcviates from that * Order in Thich. „ 
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+ | Of Original Gin. 
Cop made it, is in its kind Evil. And # when h 
Nature is obſtructed in its ordinary Method of 
working, rhe Production is monſtrous, and by 
xs natural Irregularity odious to all Beholders : 
So when a. rational Creature is deſective in any 
| 
( 
4 


moral Qualiries which belong to the Perfection 
of his Nature, he becomes morally evil, and o- 
dious in the Pure Eyes of Gov. Adam be- 
fore his Fall, by reaſon of his original Righte- 
ouſnels with which he was created, was ſuch 
a Creature as Man ought to be, and therefore ö 
the Juſt Obyect of Gop's Love and Favour; as 
all his Children would have been, had he kept 
his Integrity, ind they been born in his Righre. 
dus Image: But he falling, and they being boen 
in the Image of their ple Progenitor, that is, 
with Diſpolicions in their Nature quite contrary 
to the Will of Gop, are ſuch . — as Man 
ought not to be, and conſe quently as Juſt Ob- 
jects of Gop's Hatred and Disease GO 
requires Truth m the inward Parts, as Da- 
pid obſerves in the Words following the Text: 
And therefore if there be error in rhe Under- 
ſtanding with regard to our Duty, Diſobedience 
in the V Will, or Irregularity in the Affections, it 
is not material to enquire how they came there, 
| whether contracted by evil cuſtoms, or born 
3 John with us: They are cvidently 4 Tratferefſ on 
m 4. of the Law, and therefore have the true and 
formal Nature of Sin. 
And accordingly we find this n Cor- 
ruption of Man's Nature repreſented as ſuch in 
Scripture 


= 
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Of Original Sin. 15 
Scripture under great Variety of Expreſſions; but 
eſpecially by St. Pay), whoſe proper Province 
it was, as Apoſtle to the Genr3iles, ro encou- 
rage theſe, and humble che proud Jews ; by 
ſhewing, that though the latter were for ſome 
time particularly favoured by Gop, and his 
choſen People, yer by Narure, they and the 
Gentiles were the ſame ſinful Creatures, and 
equally ſtood in need of a Redeemer. 37 
He tells them therefore, that all the World Rom. ii. 
was become guilty before Gov, that all men, 
Fews and Gentiles, were under Sin, under 
Condemnation, ſput up together under Sin; 
that All had ſinned, and come ſhort of the Glo- Chap. v. 
ryof Gov. Which Propoſitions being all univer- 6, 18. 
ſal, and no Exception made as to thoſe who die 
before they commit actual Sin; it is evident, 
the Apoſtle muſt mean principally the original 
Pollutions of their Natures, by which they are Eph. ii. 3. 
truly Sinners, and liable to the Wrath of GO :; 
as is more expreſly declared by him, when he 
tells us, That wwe are by Nature the Chil. 
dren of Wrath. | r 

And the Puniſhment of Adam's Sin having Rom. v. 
reached all Men, is a Demonſtration that the 12. 
Guilt of it has done fo too. It has reached ſuch 
as cannot ſin actually, Infants; and yet the very 
Reaſon which the Apoſtle gives, why Death 
has paſſed upon all men, tis, becauſe all have 
ſinned. From Adam to Moſes there was no 
poſitive Law enforced by the Penalty of Dearh, 

VN  Newer- 

3 


15 Of Oris inal NY; Ht. 
Ver 14. "Nevertheleſs; faith St. Paul, Death reigned 
from Adam to Moſes, even over them who 
bad not ſinned after, WE Similitude of A. 
.dam's Th rauſgreſſion, who is the Figure of 
Him that 2s to come. Since then by their 
own Sins they had not incurred the Penalty of 
Death, and indeed could not, becauſe there was 


no i Puniſhment ch ds n can 18 


#% % 33'S 


Death too, Which .caxrics it. a, more ſi Crd 
 — SEA . 
„ from provoking Gop by his . chat 
Gen. iv. We are told, that 7 3 had re 127 unto 
£5 Abel, and to his Offering... And the Author 
| to the Hebrews,. gives this farther. Teſtimony 
Heb. xi4. of him, hat by faith A offered, unto Gop, 
4. more excellent. Sacrafice than Cain, 4 * 
"which. be. obtame: Witneſs, that he was 
Righteous, What then mut this Righrcous 
_ Man's Death be imputed to, but the common 
Quilt in which he ms ae wich all Men? 
Aud. -chis. Sinfulne(s of Man's Nature gaye. St. 
Hau Occaſion in che Place before cited, co 
call; Adam the Figure of the ee 1 
Men being made Sinners by, his Sin, as on the 
other Side they are juſtified by Carnsr's Righ- 
| reoulneks, | HE: enlarges on the Parallel fot ten 
W SORE in. chat ee Whiph there 


. , would 


.es ers . wok s, =. A 
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Of Orrgrnal Sin. 
would not be the leaſt: Ground for, unleſs as 


by Cyr1sv's Stripes we are healed, ſo by 4 
dam 's Sin we have been wounded. 7 


nd. erate Dos aa rand - 
did the Remedy too, Which is a [farther Con- 


firmation of this Truth. Immediately aſter A. 


dam's Sin, a Redeemer Was ;promiſed; but if 


Adam had not been a publick Perſon in; Co- 


venant with Gop, not only for himſelſ, but all 


Mankind, which he had dene! in him, anti 
if his Sin had been only petſonal, is it con- 
ceiyable that the Remedy "(ould not begpiven 
till Four thouſand Years after, the Diſtempet? 
But the Diſtemper being univerſal, and the pro- 
miſed Seed A0 was to brusſe the der pentis 
Head, being allo a Propibiation for the Seng 


of the hole World,; the Remedy came ſea- 


ſonably i in the Fullneſs of Time, par > Gon ſaw 


17 


fit to give it, the Benefits Sm meneing: from the & 


Date of the Promiſe. - |. 

Thus I hope it fully appears, chat che Dov- 
trine of the Carholick Church concerning Ori- 
gina Sin, is not only true, and clearly (it 

cd by Scripture, but a Doctrine of the orenceſt; 
Weight and Importance; no leſs than a 3 
mon Article of the Chriſtian Faith, upon which 
the Goſpel Diſpenſarion 1 is built, it being the very 
Cauſe of God's ſending his Son to take our 
Nature upon him. However, there were very 


early in the Church, as well as at this: Day, = 
Hereticks, who 9 ppoſed it, and thereby pu 


terpret 


my another Face n Chriſtianity. They 1 in- 
5 C 
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Of Original Sin. 


terpret away the moſt glorious Manifeſtation 


Gop ever made of Himſelf: They*ſhur theit 


Eyes againſt thoſe "Myſteries which Angels 


chemſelves covet to look into; and have render'd 


the Chriſtian Church httle more than a School 


of Philoſophy. Nor is it any wonder, if we con- 


{ider, that inſtead of allowing the Scfiprure to 
be the Rule to form their Opinions by, Theſe 
Men have made their Opinions the Rule to in- 
terpret Scripture by, and that, even in Matters 


Ol Faith. In dealing with them therefore, we are 


not ſo much concerned to ſhew them Text by 
Text, which would be endleſs, how they rack 
and torture the Holy Book, to make it confeſs 
what it knows nothing of: But to confute their 
Arguments, and ſhew the Invalidiry of thoſe 
Reaſons, which make them fly to fach abſurd 


Expoſitions. And if this be done, we may ex- 
pett that they will be content to let the Bible, 


as well as other Books, ſpeak its own Senſe. 
Which leads me to the Fourth and laſt thing I 
propoſed, viz. To conſider the obyeCtions 
which have been urged by the Adverſaries of this 
Doctrine; and they are chiefly.theſe Four. 

1. They ſay, Thar if Adam had been crea- 
ted in ſuch a State of Original Righteouſneſs; as 
has been repreſented, it had been impoſſible for 
him to fall. OEM 

2. That hs Sin was only perſonal, and could 
only pollute his own Nature, it being incon- 


Cͤ.tivyable how it ſhould infe& all his Poſterity. 


3. That 


— a a. toc 1 
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3. That admitting ſome Sort of Hereditary 
Corruption were derived down'to us all, what= 
ever That be, yeruit cannot have the Nature of 


Sin, becauſe. invdluntary in us, and altogether 


unavoidable 


4. Thar if the Sin of the Fut Man was o 


involve all his Poſterity in Guilt, and that Sin 


certainly foreſeen; it was nor conſiſtent with the 


Goodneſs of Gop to make a Creature upon ſuch 
Terms. 


„Vers thi! aue ihr Aal 955 be back 


to all chis, and it would be ſufficient to ſay, that 
— lain and poſitive Proofs from 'Seripture of any 

vine Trac ought to ſilence any Scruple in our 
Mirid againſt it, and may juſtly require an hum- 
ble Submiſſion, from thoſe eſpecially whole: 
Weakneſs and Imperfection is the Thing proved: 
Vet for fuller Satisfaction, I beg your Patience 
while I conſider theſe Objections diſtinctl . 


Firſt then, they ſay, That if Adam had been. 


created in ſuch a State of Original Righteouſneſs, 
as has been repreſented, it had been impoſible | 
for him to fall. 
Theſe Men ſuppoſe * — . * by Go 
at his Creation with only Natural, but no Mo- 
"al Perfe-ions, and his Wil e qually poized (if I 
may ſo ſpeak) between Good — Evil, entirely 
indifferent to either: Imagining that ſuch Wil- 
dom in his Mind, and Holine(s in his Will, as 


we call Original Righteouſneſs, would have fuſs 


hciently armed him againſt che Tempter, and 
e have ſecured him in his State of inno- 


C3 cence. 
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But this * ariſes fot want of · diſ- 
—_— between that Holineſs which belongs 
by a moral Agent, as ſuch, in a State of Pro- 
bation; and that which belongs to one who hath 
approved himſelf upon Tryal, in a State of Per- 
tection. The former can be in no higher a De- 
gree than is conſiſtent with ſuchia Liberty as'is' 
requiſite to render our Actions good or evil, 
and. ourſelves capable of Rewards and /Puniſh-) 
ments; and therefore may be departed from: 
And as we know of no Rational Creatures that 
God ever made impeccable; ſo we know of 
none but ſuch as have actually Fallen; for there 
are Angels that kept not their fin Eflate 
as well. as. Man: And that there are any of 
either kind ſo happy, as to be confirmed and! 
fixed immutably in their Obedience; is by the 
Grace of Gov; a Reward for their voluntary 
Perſeverance in their 1 in cheir Saru, of 
Probation, -- 


What was te Sin of dns wotious: Spirits, 


or what drew them into it, are as yet among 
the ſecret things which belong unto the 
LoxD: But thus much we may {ſurely affitm, 
that it ſuch excellent Creatures, ſo near thiit: 
Maker, could {in without a Fempter, much 
der s it 00 conceive how Man might; who 
had not only the ſame Liberty in himſelf which 
the Angels had, but was moreover expoſed to 
the Craft and Subtilty of a moſt malitious Ad- 
verſary, much {uperior to him i in h incelle- 


ctual Faculties. Di gy 


* 
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4s er — Sew only per- 
ſonal, and could only pollute his own Nature, 


it being inconceivable bow it ſhould, infett, all 
his Poſterity. „ evyey's nl 30 
Tbis thæy ſay; bot have! no 5 Bk Reaſon, for 
it chan the Difficulty they find in explainingãt; 
| to hom we may anſwer in St. Pauls Words; 
| that profeſſi Ing to be wiſe; they, became Fools. 20s; 1 
| For this, Qbjeftion ſprings. out of equal Igno-;**' 
rance and Pride, and borrows all its Force from 
no wiſer or modeſter a Suppoſ tion; than that 
: of Man's Omniſcience: For if there be any 
q Truths beyond the Reach of Human Under- 
, ſanding, why. may not this be, one; of, them?) 
* Vet as wild and, extravagant a Principſe, as it is, 
1 che Extent of it reaches very fan and it ſerves; 
7 the depraved Sons of Adam, againſt all che 
1 Doctrines which they are not willing ſhould be 
7 true. It is che ſole Baſis on which Takdeliny! is 
built, and a moſt proper Foundation indeed for 
» ſuch a Superſtructure. Thus theſe Men, be- 
I fore they are aware, confirm the Truth in que- 
5 ſtion by ſo unreaſonably. oppoſing it; by this 
Means diſcovering themſelves to be very apparent 
2 Monuments of the Ruins of Human Nature. 
% Do we not every Day ſee, a great Reſem- 
0 blance between Children and their Parents, not 
* only, 1 in the Lincaments of their Face, the Mo- 
o duns and Geſtures of their Body; but in the 
* moſt ſignal, and reigning Qualities, of thoir- 
Minds? The Pride and Frowardneſs, Humility! 
2 and aer, eee and Ambition * 
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and cven the nicer Particulatities of Mens very 


Humours, are oftentimes ſeen in thoſe Children 


who loft their Parents before they were capable 
of Imitation; and therefore were derived down 
from them by as unſcen means às their Original 
Corruption. Now if we muſt not believe our 
Senſes, till our Reaſon be ſatisfied abour the 
Cauſe of their Objects, L fear the wileſt Man 
muſt be a Sceptick, and believe Nothing: Nay, 
rhe Derivation of our very Beings from our Pa- 
rents on this Principle muſt be denied, as well as 
r of the Pollution of them. 

And if there be ſuch Difficulty in tracing t the 
Cauſes of the moſt groß and ſenſible Appear- 

ances in Nature, a greater Degree of Obleuriry 
may be fairly allowed where the Soul is chiefly. 
concerned: Which although it be the Principle 
of all Knowledge in us, yet is very unable to 
anſwer any Queſtions ir may be asked by the 


Curious, concerning its own Natute and Obe. | 


rations: Irs Union with the Body, and the mu- 


tual Acting of each upon the other are, and pro- 


bably will be Myſteries till both. are perfected 
in Glory. 

Tis ſufficient we Fave all the Evidence che 
Fhing is capable of The Matter of Fact is too 
apparent to be denied; the vaineſt Man muſt 
own he feels it in himſeif, and the moſt charita- 
ble cannot overlook it in others. The Cauſe 
we could only learn from Revelation, and we 
have the cleareſt Scripture for it; the Manner 
of Senn Cauſe $ I WC = be content to 
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Of Origin $i 2 


let paſs in the Croud of other fruitles Specu- 


a 
3 
* 


lations, and apply our Thoughts more ptoſita- 


bly how to make that Remedy eſſectual to us, 
which the Goodneſs of Gon has provided a- 
gainſt it. So ſhall we draw Happineſs out df 
Miſery, be Gainers by the Loſs: of Paradiſe, 


and attain a greater Pitch of Glory, than that 


from which we fell in our Fitſt Parents. 

3. They add farther; that allowing ſome 
Hereditary Corruption to be derived down to 
us from hy Whatever that be, it cannot 


have rhe Nature of Sin, becauſe involuntary in 


us, and altogether unavoidable. 
This Objection ſuppoſes all din to be dons 


tary, which if rightly underſtood, we: have no 


Cauſe to deny, Without the Conſent of the 
Will Sin had never enter d into the World, nor 
could it take place in us, if our Wills were al- 
together unconcerned. But a Sin may be ſaic tu 
be voluntary two Ways: Firſt, When it is it 
(elf, or proceeds from, the free Motion of the 
Will: And, Secondly, when it is antecedehir 
to any free Motion of the Will, but yet dotłi 
affect the Will, and is inherent in it as its Sub- 
ect. In the former Senſe our Original Corrup- 
tion carmot be ſaid to be voluntary, for it is in 


us antecedently to any Motion of our own! 
Will, and can no more procced from that than 


our very beings from ourſelves. , But its being 
involuntary. in this Senſe doch not abfolve it, 
from its Sinfulneſ, it being voluntary in the lat- 

Senſe of the Word, as af- 
C 4 fecting 


ter, and very proper 
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ring im it. It doth not 


indeed proooed from any Act of che Will but 
the Conſent of che Wil acco 


it; or ta- 
thet; it is itſelf the natural Byaſs and Inclina- 
tion of the Will to Evil, and to ſay that is al- 
together involuntaiy, is no leſs than a Contra- 
diction- 7 Bal. nnen 105 7 Pie 


But if any will be ſo refractory, as ſtill to diſc 


pute the Voluntarineſs of theſe natural evil In- 


clinations ;- they muſt howeyer acknowledge, 


what they, are leaſt willing to admit, the Sin- 
fulneſs of them: I chey will but conſi der; that 


our outward Actions owe all their Iniquiry to 


the Sinfulneſs of theſe inward: Diſpoſitions of 
the Heart; for if theſe are not in themſelves 


finful, a Compliance with them in our outward 
Actions can never be a Crime. I need not now 
add, that our Original Corruption is voluntary 


allo in Relpect of irs Cauſe, and its Effects: For 


— 


it derives its Being from the moſt: wilful Tranſ- 


greſſions of our Firſt Parents, and gives Birth to 
all our own actual Sins. And as to the latter 
Part of the: ObjeQtion, That it is unavoidable in 
us, tis true; but that doth not alter the Nature 


of the Thing: For tho it be ſo, yet it being 


contrary to the Lau o, Gov, it ill be Sin 


ſtill, that being che very Eſſence we Sin, as m_ 
ſhewed before. 3 1 


But its being canckadablo 1 a great Dif 
ference, 1 contcls, between it and actual Sin; 
and there is no leſs Difference in God's Pro- 
ctcdin 85 about them. Boch of them rendet d the 
8 Sinner 


| 


* 
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Sinner guilty; but actual Sin immediately pull d 
down God's unrelenting Juſtice; -whercas origi 
nal Sin moved his Pity ànd Compaſſion,” Thus 
we ſee the offending Angels, whoſe Sin was ens 
tirely their own, and — up and terminated 
in themſelves; who had no ſinful Parentꝭ to de- 
2 whe from, or unhappy Offspring to tranſmit 
to, periſhed: without Mercy: When Adam, 
| who was to entail his Sin upon his Children, and 
| they, who wete to betome Sinners thus by un- 
|| avoidable Misfortune, had a Redeemer provi- 
ded for them; and He no lev'than tho Second 
Perſon in the Ever bleſſed e We E Gt 
4. And Laſtly, They faytharif th Sin: 59 
the Firſt Man was to involve all his Poſterity 
in Guilt, and that Sin certainly'foreſeety; it was 
not conſiſtent with the Goodneſs of Gop to 
make a Creatute upon ſuch Term. 
Nay, but, O Mas! Who art thau that re. _ 1 
plief again to GOD; Shall the chin fm. 
ed, fa 750 him that formed it, liſti huſt bus 
made me f0.? Hath "not the Pötter. Power 
over the Clay? I am fare; 'werhaverbuti-one 
Rule by which to judge of wharis:fix:for Gon 
to do, and that is, by what he hath done. But 
theſe bold Exalters of Human Reæaſon, as they 
ſer Bounds to the Perſettions of tlieir-Maket, 
ſo they will meaſure his Actiorꝭ alſo by it. To 
make a Creature, by whoſe ſing Crinie ſo mt 
merous a Progeny ſhould be ruined, and that 
Crime certainly foreſeen} is with Ae leſs 
"ug Injuſtice and Crack. If it be ſa, ſay they, 
Millions 
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Millions are called up out of Nothing (the As 
bode. af unqueſtionable Security) only to be 


thrown' into Miſery by — Otn- 


nipotence. But c — 


Flalſhood in this Obection; for it ſup- 
paſs de Sin of Man inevtabe, and his Doom 
irreverſible; - „ 1:20 | 


fall by 


permiſſive Deetee, was certain in the Event; 
but with Reſpect to chat Ability 
hath given hitn to ſtand, not unavoidable; He 


foreſeen, but not cauſed by Gop: And his Doom 
was { far from being irreverſible, that he was 
immediately reſcued it by a moſt amazing 


AR of Mercy. A new Covenant q made with 


him, aprecable to che preſent Frailty of his 


Nature: The Son of Go bienGlf rakes. his 


' Fleſb, that in it he may undergo his Penalty by 


wi 


who had loft his own Righteouſneſs, might now 
be cloathed with his. An unſinning ( nee 
is no longer rigorouſly exacted, bur an itnpers | 


; perfotthed the whole Law, that Man, 


fe, if fincere, and entire, is accepted: And 
in this weak and tottering Condition of Man, 
if he ſhould fall even from that, he has not only 
Leave to riſe again by Repentance, but the ai- 
ifting Hand of Gop alſo to help him up- 

Now, where. is there any Imuſtice or Cruelty 
in the Maker, or laſt Hardſhip upon the Crea- 
ture? Doth not Man's Happintefs or Miſery by 
| | the 


- *Tis true indeed, Adam's Fall, by Gop's 
which Gate 
a free Act of his own Will, which was 


for him; and in His life of Sorrow upon 


SL hk A n 2 * 1 n 
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the Grace of Gov, Hill _ 
Choice? And, can any Chriſtian pretend Igno+ 
rance of it? Is not the Hiſtory of our 1 4 5 


tion tranſmitted down to us in the fam ; 
with that of out Fall? Arid if thele darin Ing 4 


jectors in the End fitid only the one uſtice of 


Gop fall to their Lot, is it not becauſe, to cla-. 
mou at thar, they viſibly ſhur their Fyes againſt 


his Mercy 


Aﬀet wt! how müch foever the original bo 
of Main may by ſome be fepreſented as a Re- 
preach to his Maker, and the OEconomy of his 
Redemption not only denied, but ridiculed by 
others: Yer if you pleaſe, wich me, to employ. 
your Meditations. upon them fir a al ment, it 
will appear, that the Creation of Man in theſe: 
Citcurnltances, is more for the Glory of Gov, 
than all his other Works. 

The Glory of Gov is only the Manifeſtation 
of Himſelf; ſo that the more 5 his Nature and 
Attributes is diſcovered, the farther is His Glo 
ſpread. His Happ act confiſts in his own n. 
nite Perfections; ill intelligent Creatures 
were made capabl e of chem in HE, 
Works, His Glory lay ede ch Now ev 
Thing in the Creation manifeſted Gop's Wi 
dom and Power; and the Abuſe of that Lbeny 
which was neceſſary ro conſtitute moral Agents, 
made Way for his Holineſs and 8 ha 
rice to ap bs Adorable indeed, but drea 
Attributes without Mercy; and there wWas no 
Room for that to ſhew at, til the Creature 

Was 
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MOriginui Sin 


was made, whole Sin deſcending to his 9 3 
was inſeparably attended with! fortune. ere 
began Re Farherty Tenderneſs and Pity of Go 

to diſplay i irſelf, for, till there was,an 55 

Creatute in the World, ere; ky no proper Ob- 

jt of the Divine Comp Human Pity, 
indeed, reaches to all che oils tho” 107 5 
are fo by theit own Choice. but this i is a We 


578 nefs,” which however becomes us, on account 


of the « common Infirmities and Calamitics from 


which none of us are exempted. But Gop is 


out of the Reach of ſuch a Conſideration, and 
His Compaſſion can have no Mixture of Weak-' 
neſs, and TmperfeQion ; but muſt be ſuitable to 
the Majeſty of Heaven, and exerr itſelf without 


any *Diminution of his other Attributes: The 


Nuchority of his Laws muſt be vindicated; His 
Juſtice ſatisfied; as well as His Mercy atiied. * 
But here a Difficulry ſtarts up NE, ch might 
ſeem inſuperable to the Deity himſelf: How are 
infinite ſuftice and infinite Mercy conſiſtent i in, 
Goverrour? One requires, the moſt rigid Satiſ⸗ 
faction, While at A TRT time; the lber wall 
not pe content Without free Pardon. This i it 
was that ade it neceſſary for the ever-bleſſed, 
Ty, to: 1 itſelf; for to vindicate the 


Hondut 'of Gov! s Laws, and at the ſame rime, 


to ſdve Man, 10 leſs than all the Three Perſons, 
ut: Db eFEffence muſt 7 WR Gop ON 
Aue auf have been tr 

loſt forever ; had not the Sou once to be 


His Pros cl che F ather accepted of the -Subſti., 


9 TL 4 + 


rution, 


1 


ed on; or Man i 


22 


nee. 
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rehewing and Fandh ing his Nature. 
No had Gop never permitted Sit to ul 
into the World, and no Creature had fallen 
from the Uprightneſ' in which it Mas a 
but all of them had continued ſteddi 
Obedience; 'might not their Liber be "oo 
called in Queſtion, and then 1 their Makers? 
As if they were driven on in the fame Courſe 
by fatal Neceffity; and it was nb itt the Power 
of Gop to have made Things otherwiſe. 'Whiert 
the Stoichs had once taken up an Opinion, that 
all Thin gs here below were under the Conduck 
of blitid Fate, .they ſoon! fourid it neteſfary to 
enlarge its Empire, and made Fupiter weit 
fubject es"! {MIA 

Now by \ what od Mears the Dwine 
perfections might have been made known th 


9g 
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Man, unleſs they had been ſcen in their Effects, 


they would have loſt much of their Luſtre: 


And if the Liberty of Cop had not appear d, 


the Glory of all his Works would: have been 
much obſcure lu. 

On the other de; Things 155 are, by the 
Creatich of Man in ſlick Circumſtatices, what 
a bright Scene of Gos Glory is before our 
Eyes! The greateſt Good is brought out of the 
Nr eateſt Evil, ard the whole Deity, (if we ma 

o ſp ile 


eak) concern d in it. The incomprehenfi 
Plurality of Perſons in the Godhead is from 
hence diſcover d, Gop's Liberty eee 


28. ger Arcribur diſplays itſelf in its utmoſt 
Force 


Y * 
* * 
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Forq and Vigour.. There is nq Jarxing between 
His Juſtice and Mrz: The mw 2 
lt before: em all is Taran, (RE 1 
be „ irs full Glory: Thus Mercy — Tru 
me nave met ——.— Righteouſneſs and 'Peace 
| Tony ki kifed e 1928565 for the Ho- 
of Gan Law and Commune, what 
— 95 more fully. vindicare thar, or bettet des 
monſtrate his Hatred and Deteſtation of Sin 
than a bleeding Gop expiring under the Puniſſi⸗ 
ment of ir? And how could the Love of Gop 
appear more triumphantly, than by the Sans 
caring our Burden ; and the Father's 2 * 
that i upon One that was. /0 a b5-p Ba hy? 
hold the Myſtery of Godlineſs, w 
themſelves, tho uncoricerned in the 1 
5, gaze upon with Admiration! while — 
* Fe | Sons of Adam are lab 
Ae their Sayiour out of the Value 0 15 
| Blood, and themſelves out of their Sargon by 
ir; Perverſe Men! who will not own the Deris 
vation of any Guilt from rhcir Forefather, v — 
they are copying his very Sin in the Pride 
Infidelity of it! Doth not the plaineſt Scripture 
Rom. v. ſtare them in the Face, and tell them, that 4 KA 
. one Man's Di ſobedience many became Sins 
ners, (0 hy. the Obedience of Que many ſhall 
7 made Righteous : That as in Adam All 
ied, /0 in CHRIST ſhall All be made Aliues 
2. does not the Ol Serpent whiſper them in 
Ear, and bid them beware how they un- 
derſtand theſe, and the like Places of Ke z: 
3 That 
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That they muſt rake Care not to be miſled by 


the plain Senſe of WMW ords, Which mul} wot 
( whatſoever they may ſaem ta import) be 
terpreted ſo as to be agreeable to our Reaſon, | 
which is the See e et up - þ ks BG 
Souls: Thar cher can be Notting in 
Himſelf, or His Dealings with Man, above our 
Comprehenſi on; and, in ſhort, that Reaſon is 
to us the. ſole Meaſure of all Truth? 

Let us offer up our hearty Prafers to Gov, 


chat in His own good Time He will be pleaſed to 


reſcue theſe unhappy Men from ſuch Deluſions 


of Satan, "ray e (ofthe Scales from their Eyes, 


that they Day diſcern tbe 7. hes 
which [4 W lon wn ge Peace: Thar 
he will alſo be g y pleaſed to confirm and 


——— pire us 
with Courage #9 contend earneſtly for it, —— 
all Oppolrs: Thar He will kindle in our 

the moſt ardent Affections for our Bleſſed Loxs, 
ho endured ſuch bitter Sufferings to to redeem 
us from the power of Sin and Death; and that 
this Flame of Love may ſhine forth in all the 
—— — 2 80 
ſhall we the condemned Criminals, on whom 
the Sontence of Death had paſſed, be Partakers 
in the Triumphs of the Cross, P e | 


our Bleſſed Redeemer for ever. 


To whom with the Father 10 the Holy 
| Ghoſh, be all Honour and Gloxy, Might, 
Majefty,- and Dominion, nb and for. 

evermore. Amen. 
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But e firſt the og of Gop, 
85 aud his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe 
e Jhall 4e. ale, aut Wt | 


7 E chief Good 05 Man: * ever 
been the Subject of all wiſe Mens 
. Enquiry; natural Reaſon teaching 
— chat the Mind can never be entirely 
arched, and therefore Man never fully happy 


in the. poſſeſſion of any Good, while there re- 


mains err ſtill — it to be deſir d. 
It might ba chav ht indeed no very difficult 
Thing for — Beings, conſcious of all 
their own Powers and Appetites, to diſcover 
wherein their chief Felicity would conſiſt. But, 
alas! when the wiſeſt Men ſeek after Hap- 
pineſs only in the World, or themſelves; for- 
getting that Go, who made them what they 
are, they grope but in the dark, and will find 
out nothing, but their own Miltake: 


The 
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The One Thing a 


_ The beſt of Them, who have plac'dit.in the 


exerciſe. of moral Virtue, are ſo far from hitting 


the Mark, that at moſt they can only be al- 
low d to haye miſtaken the Means for the End, 
the Way to it for the Thing itſelf. Tho if we 
conſider the Deadneſs of that Virtue of Theirs, 
for want of a divine Principle, the Love of 


 Gop to animate it; and a right End, the, Glo- 
ry of God, to which it ſhould be direQed: we 


muſt even recall that Grant alſo, and not allow 
ir to be ſo much as the Way to that Happineſs, 
becauſe ir could never lead them to it. Nothing 
bur He who made us, can make us Happy: 

and we may with as much Reaſon expect to 
oratifie our Senſes with remote Obyects, as the 
Soul look for Happineſs out of Him, in Whom 
we live and move and have our being. God, 


who is our ultimate End, muſt ſhew us the 
Way to himſelt⸗ if ever, we find him. And 


therefore 'rwas CHRIS T's perſonal Union with 


Gop which gave a peculiar Title to ſome Names, 
which no Prophet ever durſt aſſume; as when 
He empharically ſtyles himſelf, the. . ay, the 
Door, and the Light. .; \ 

Now whether we conſider Man ans; 25 3 
Paſſenger through this Vale of Miſery; or elſe 
as gende! in an — State for ever in ano- 
ther Life; in each Condition, his Happineſ en- 
tirely depends upon a ſuitable Communication 
of his Maker to him. In the latter, his Eternal 
State, the full Fruition of Gop is abſolutely ne- 


cellary; becauſe nothing leſs can put an End to 


D "> 
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all his Wants and Deſires, fill his Soul with ne- 


ver latiating Delights, and reſcue him from the de- 
ſtroying Hand of Time. In the former, his 
mortal State, Gop's good Providence will be 
ſufficient to ſupply him with all Things that 
are neceſſary to ſoften and allay the trouble of 
his Journey towards this Land of everlaſting 
Reſt. Both which to obtain, our LoRD has 
fully inſtructed us in the few but moſt comprehen- 
te Words of my Text; But ſeek ye firſt, &c. 


Firſt, We are here directed what to employ 


our chief Care about, viz. to ſecure a Place for 
ourſelves in Heaven after this Life, call'd here 


the Kingdom of Gop : But ſeek He firſt the 
Kingdom of Gop. 


Secondly, We arc here inform'd what Courſe 


is to be taken to obtain it, vg. by ſuch Obe- 
dience to the Laws of Gop, as he has made 


the Terms of Salvation; , Call d therefore the 
Righteouſneſs of God: But ſeek ye firſt the 


. Kingdom of God, as the chief End; and his 
Righteouſneſs, as the Means to obrain ir. 


Thirdly, That we may not be diſturb' d by 
any Solicitude and Anxiety about the Things of 
this Life in our Purſuit of Heaven, we are al- 
ſur d that all Neceſſaries here on Earth, without 
any carking and diſtruſtful Care of our own, 
ſhall by the good Providence of Gop be provi- 
ded for us: But ſeek ye firſt, &c. 

Firſt then, Our Saviour here inſtructs us what 
to employ our chief Care about, viz. to ſecure 
a Place tor ouriclyes in Heayen after this Life, 

6 call'd 


_ 
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call'd here the Kingdom of Gop; But ſeek | 
ye firſt the Kingdom of G. 
As Man is a rational Creature, he naturally 
acts for ſome End, and always for ſuch as in 
ſome Degree or other is ſuppoſed to be for his 
own Good: But the great variety of Ends 
which are apt to ſtart up in his Mind from the 
Multiplicity of Wants with which his frail Con- 
dition is attended, is very apt to perplex and di- 
ſtrat him; whence it is we ſee Men have fo ye- 
ry different Aims and Views in the Conduct of 
their Lives; agreeing in nothing ſo much as in 
overlooking their chief Concern, f he one Thing 
neceſſary. Now to know if the End propos d 
to us by CHR1sT in the Text, be It or not; let 
us, if you pleaſe, conſider of it by ſuch Rules 
as all wiſe Men will allow ought to determine 
our Choice: And I believe no Man will deny 
bur that theſe Three following are ſuch, viz. 
Firſt, The great Value of the Good we are 
endeayouring to poſtels; | 
Secondly, The Certainty of keeping it, or 
irs Durableneſs when poſſeſs d; And | 
Thirdly, the Aſſurance we have of Succeſs, 
to quicken our Endeavours after it. N 
That Good which in all theſe Reſpects has 
the ee of all other, will (no Doubt) be 
allow ' d to deſerve our greateſt Care. But upon 
Examination it will appear, that the End which 
_ > r propoſes in the Text, in uy 1 
theſe Reſpects is incom ly beyond any other 
Coed water W KOT 
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- Firſt, What is propos d in the Text as deſer- 
ving our chief Cate, in the Greatneſs: of its in- 
trinſick Value, excceds all other Good whatſo- 


ever, and therefore nothing elſe can in this re- 


ſpec ſtand in Competition with r. 
Tis na leſs chan the Kingdom of Gop; by 
which is meant that State of Happineſs provi- 
ded for good Men in Hcaven after this Life: 
and is therefore call'd. the Kingdom, of Gop, 
becauſe Gop reigns there in a more ſenſible 
manner than in this World; makes himſelf more 
known to the bleſſed Subjects of that Kingdom, 
and communicates himſelf more largely to 
Them: Becauſe the Kingdom and all Power is 
then given up by the Son to the Father, 
that God may he all in all; becauſe his Au- 
thority is thero univerſally own'd, and all his 
Commands moſt punctually obey d: There, 
there is no Appearance of any Struggle for Em- 
ire wich him; the Kingdom is made up of none 
ut ſuch who have already reſiſted and overcome 
the ſtrongeſt Efforts of his pretended Rival, Sa- 
tan; 50 who never were within the Reach 
Now the Happineſs of this State, tho' Eye 
has not ſeen, nor. Ear heard, neither can it 
enter into the Heart of Man ta concezve, yet 
we can lo far judge of even in this Life, as to 
ronounce it without all Controverſy, infinitely 
yond all other God wharlſoeyer., .  _.. 

. 'Tis the Kingdom of God, the Place prepa- 
red by Him for the Happineſs of thoſe that 00g 
DN : , 
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mated by the Greatneſs of him who beſtows i, 


him in our Redemption, what can be more 
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him; the greateſt of which is only to be eſti- 


who in every thing acts ſuitably to his own Im- | 

menſe Greameh and Majeſty. If we view him 

in his Works of C Fe 
Barth full of the Maieſy of bit Glary?7 It 

we view him in his Providence, are not the 2 
Depths of it unfathomable? does not he appear l. job. al. 
wonderful in Counſel, and ub tefs U 7 ih 1 
Heart than mighty in Strength? If We. vie y 


} ; 


aſtoniſhing than that tranſcendent Act of Love! = 
or in his es nei againſt impenitent Sinners, 
is any thing fo tremendous as his Wrath? And 
ſhall not his Greatneſs, be proportiombly ma- 
nifeſted in his Acts of Bounty 9 2 
cence? Acts which he himſelf ſeems te take geh ü. 
moſt Delight in, and are tlioſe which moſt pro- 
perly render him amiable, and even add a Luſtre 
to all his other Perfections? Efpecially if we con- 
ſider him as the ſole Fountain, of all che Good 
that any of his Creatures ever, did, or can. en- 
joy; that he has the Fulneſs of all Things in 
himſelf, and is able to give without  ccaling, 
becauſe his Treaſures are inexhauſtible. 
Can we doubt but that our Natures there 
will be improy'd to their utmoſt Perfection? The 
Body we are aſſur'd will be razs'd in Incor- 
rupt ion, (piritualiz'd and glorify'd; made ever Phil. iii. 
like to the Son of Gov's own glorious Body: 29.27: 
It will no longer pre/5 down the Mind and ;,'\._ 
obſtruct it in its nobleſt Operations; unr uly 
e e e 977 Paiſions 
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Paſſions and ſenſual Appetites will forſake it for 
ever; and it will be entirely reſcu'd from all the 
Incorivenicnces, Alterations, Wants, or Miſeries 
5 of this mortal Life, out of the Reach of Cala- 
mity or Change, Diſtemper or Decay; in all 


| Reſpects fitted to be the Inſtrument and Com- 


pr of a Soul then perfected by the beati- 
ck Viſion of Gop: In which all Knowledge 
and Wiſdom is to be found, every thing that 
can contribute to its Content, attract its Love, 
or raiſe its Admiration. There will be Objects 
enough to exerciſe and employ every Faculty 
of the Mind; Matter ſufficient to fill its moſt 
large and capacious Extent; and Variety enough 
to gratify all its nobleſt and moſt eager Deſires. 

© There will be Ins vs the Mediator of the new 
Covenant, once the deſpis d Burden of the 


Heb. xii. Croſs, now ſitting in Triumph ar" the right 
22,23,24. Hand of his Father, ſurrounded with an innu- 


merable Company of bleſſed Spitits, who from 
their firſt Entrance into Fa beheld the 
Face of Gop ; the Glorious Company of the 
Apoſtles, the goodly Fellowſhip of the Pro- 
pets, and the noble Army of Martyrs; 
with all thoſe who have turned many to Righ- 
reouſueſs, ſhining as the Stars in the Fir- 
mament,; many of our Relations, Friends, and 
Benefactors; and all thoſe pious Souls who were 
wiſe enough. upon Earth to make Heaven their 
Choice, and before all theRiches and Honours 
and Pleaſures of the World, ſought the King- 
dom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs. 


C 
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and bent 
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What ſoy muſt we imagine will fill all our 
Hearts, when ſo lively Experience ſhews us that 


our Labour was not in Vain in the Lox D? Cor. v. 


But as compleat as our Happineſs will then be, 
yet our  Mortification and Self- denial, our 
Temptations, Paſſions and carnal Appetites; our 
Perſecutions, bitter Sufferings and cruel Deaths, 
which were ſo grievous to us before, now paſ- 
ſed over, conquer d and ſubdu d, will be a cir- 
cumſtantial Addition to it, and be look d back 
upon with Delight; even the Pains of Hell, eſ- 
caped, will yield us Pleaſure. Then we fhall 
have fini/h'd our Courſe, fought a good Fight, 
the Faith ; we ſhall have no more 
Difficulties to ſtruggle with, or Enemy to en- 
counter; our Warfare will be over, and what 
ſhall we have more to do but to put on our 
Crowns of feigen and enjoy the Bleſ- 
ſings of an Everlaſting Peace? To join in Hytnns 
of Thanks and Praiſe, and endleſs Halelujahs to 
the Holy, Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity; our 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifyer, by whoſe 

infinite Power, Grace and Love we are then 

lodg'd in thoſe happy Manſions. 

t a Subject is before us to enlarge our Me- 

ditations upon! how tranſporting to a true Chri- 

ſtian Soul, charmed with the Beauty of Holi- 

neſs, and inflamed with the Love of Gop! 


But, alas, how ſhall we, Clods of Earth, at- Rer. xri. 


tempt to form any Sort of Idea of the Heavenly 1 3 
Jeruſalem, that glorious City of the Livi p pes , to 6. 
or the Pet. ilk 


The Joys and Glory of it, too ſtron 
15 D 4 yt Senſes * 
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Senſes of St. Paul, depriv'd him of the only 


Means he had to apprehend them himſelf, or 


2 Cor. xn. 
25 3» 4 


nn. 


deſeribe them to us; and inſtead of conceiving 
what that third Heaven was, he there loſt the 
Knowledge of himſelf; only learning that there 
is an exceeding and eternal Weight of Glory re- 
ſerved fot us, greater far than this mortal Na- 
ture can bear. And the Holy Ghoſt himſelf ro 
deſcribe it in holy Writ, we ſee is fam to ſtoop 
to our low Capacity, uſing Metaphots and Al- 
legories from choke e which we ast Vas - 
lue here 

What is more” lovely and cbeatful than 
Licht: the Saints Inheritance is therefore ſaid 


to be in Light. And the New Jeruſalem to 


Rev. XXi. 
. 


Rev. X 1x. 


Rev. xxXI. 
"x $0 


Rey. XXII. 


have no need of the Sun or Moon, thoſe dim 
created Lights, fur the Glory of Gov” dves 
lighten it, He the Lamb is the Light there- 
of: Becauſe Mirth and Joy and Love uſually at- 
rends a nuptial Feaſt, when the Saints are re- 
ceived up into Heaven they are (aid to be calld 
ro the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Be- 
cauſe nothing is of more univerſal Uſe, and 
therefore more generally covered than Money, 
it is recommended under the Figure and Repre- 
ſentation of Treaſures Ric her, and all Wealth; 
and the Materials of the City are no leſs than 
Gold aud Precious Stones. To repreſent the 
Pleaſures of it, tis called a Paradiſe, with 
Cn ler the Tree of Life in the midſt of it. 
And its Glory is exprefled * a A 
Crowns, and Thrones. 


| Nor 


* = 2 


ro be en cyedd in che higheſt Pegter in 


Tho On ITY nacb) 


Not chat any of theſe Things, or alf ef — 
beider; bear any Proportion to the Hay 
or ” Gloty of this e e Kifigdem: or to 
ſignifie chat there is Doch 0 Iweer nd de- 
lightful, fo uſefull and” 708 eas! fo auri- 
ful And ſplendid o g 1 And hd 5 
which' the Heart of N ol concelte: 


che Imperial Scat öf the Maker id hg 
the whole World. 

Now, Theſeech You Brethret cis tliete Room 
for any Compatiſon berwerthe the End propos d 
in thy” Text, and any” other good” can pur⸗ 
ſue "wktocver? We ſoe the moſt N e, Ne- 
fil, and Deightfur Things on Patth, all heap: 
ed [7 er, and PET in the Fa Mate 


ther Natures are capable of; a e only as 


faint Imag es to kindle” in 4s 1 ef that 


Habpimeſs which is tod = 1 us Sy 2 Cor. iv. 


comprehend. * But as the Kingdom'o 
the'End propos'd in the Te n the Sen 
of its intrinſick Value, exceeds all other Good 
wharſoever, - and therefore on that Accou 
challenges our chief Care: ſo it does, Second- 
ly, in reſpect of its Dürableneſ, or our Cer- 
tainty of — . it when poſſeſſed. F 

How hi dene dever we may priſe the Things 
of this Wold et we can never call them our 
wy = being ure of them one Moment. 

t greateſt Darling of all, be 
corn from us by Violence; or 3 75 aun ſay, 
will ſometimes 3 fo themſelves Wings, by 

Negligence 
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and — „ and fly away. 
os —_— y the Fruits. of the 


Merchants many —— Toil: Nor is an Eſtate 
much more ſecure, tho built on the firmeſt Ba- 
fis, and faſten'd to the very Centre of the Earth ; 


| ſuch an One; by a Miſtake in a Settlement, or 
but an Error of the Pen, may ſlip out of our 


Hands; or by falſe Oaths, a corrupt Jury, or 


ad Judge, meh be ſtllen from. us by 


Honour cannot be Gece by. the greareſ 
Titles, which are empty Air, unleſs accom 
nied with a real Eſteem. in the Breaſts of 
Men; and is any Thi — — 
carious? Princes ind: beſtow theſe Titles f 
Honour, but blind Chance too oſten ſeems to 


diſpoſe of the Thing; which is as frequently 


py Outſides (to fay.no 


given to 
more) as er moſt real and intrinſick Merit. 


But whoever i is in Poſſeſſion of it, cannot be ſure 


of keeping it, till che World grows: ſteddy and 
unchangeable: And the cleareſt Reputation 
may be ſullied in an Inſtane by one end 

That Face, 157 to Day attracts all — 
and warms all Hearts; to morrow may be too 
frightful and odious for the Eyes of its moſt 
paſſionate Admirer: And tis the very Nature 
of all that we call Pleaſure, to die in the Enyoy- 
ment; it-has no Exiſtence bur what is tran- 
Gent; for all Delight, as ſoon as tis pe rceiv d, is 
gone. 8 


But 
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But allow all theſe Things che, utmoſt Stabi- 


licy that is poſſible, they can hang upon no fi 


mer a Thread than that of Life; which. we 
know depends upon ſo many Contingencies 

eat Niceties, that the Continuance of it Gs 
Da y to Day, ſeems to be a daily, Miracle. How 
tender and fine are the Nerves and Arteries! 
how ſubtil the Animal Spirits !, and yet a ſmall 
Diſorder in theſe; or one Breath of infectious 


k . 


Air, is ſufficient to hurry the ſtrongeſt Body to 


4 


its Grave: Which if it ſcapes all ſuch Acci- | f 


dents; is yet by the Laws of Nature, of ſo ſhort 


Continuance, chat as the Wiſe: Man obſerves, wild. v. 


End. 
Ib it not then TY great Reaſon all the 


Enjoyments of this Life; are in Scripture valued 


but as Smoak, Vapours, Bubbles, Shadows, and 
Vanity of Vanities, in compariſon. of thoſe Joys 
aboye 2 Which are ſo far remoyed out of the 
Reach of · any Accident, that 2 can neither 


be loſt by Negligence, convey d away from us 


by Craft and Stratagem, or wreſted out of our 


Hands by Force. Our grand Enemy, then 
bound ft in Chains, will not be at oa 

give the leaſt Diſturbance to our Peace; which 
will be guarded on all Hands, by the Mighty 


and Everlaſting Arm that gue it. The Wit. v. 


aſſoon as we are born, Ns aac co our 13. 


Saints Inheritance is therefore lncorruptible; 5 16: 


their Houſe Eternal in the Heavens; their * 


2 Cor. V. 


Crowns. immarceſcible, and their Thrones 1 Cor. ix. 


On/haken : Their Riches Permanent, their *5: 


Glory 


4 4 


Pſal. xvi. 
It. 


Ecclus. 
XV111. 10. 
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Gloty Unchangea xeable; Their Joy no Man ta. 
955 from them,; for the fey which is 
at God's right Hand, muſt be as immutable 
as Himſelf, and is therefore there for evey- 
more. So that the Felicity of the Bleſſed, is not 
more above our Conceptions in its Immenſe 
Greatneſs, than in the Infinite Duration of it. 
Oh, Eternity: thou boundleſs Gulph which 
ſwalloweſt up the largeſt Meaſures of Time, 
the Soul of Man can conceive ! ten thoufand 
Times ter thouſand Millions of Ages, like one 
Drop of Water in the Ocean, ate quite loſt in 


Thee: Aſter they are over and over, ten thou- 
fand Times, ten thouſand Millions of Times ex- 


for ever All to come. 55 jt 
What then are the N er of this little 
Point of Time on Earth, if ſet againſt thoſe Joys 
which Eternity carry along with it? Have they 
any Reality > Is their Exiſtence any thing at all: 
Or rather, was not Solomon's judgment very 


pired ; Thou art {till but o' beginning, and att 


juſt; when, to draw Man off from the fruitleſs 


Purſuit of them, he thus expoſtulates with him; 
Why wilt thou ſet thine Eyes upon that 
which is not? But admit them to be as real 
and ſubſtantial Ejoyments as the greateſt Lovers 
of the World fanſy them; the Time will come, 
when they themſelves, fore againſt their Wills, 
muſt own them to be nothing: When they are 


paaſt and gone like a Dream in the Night, preſs d 


Wiſd. v. 
* 


till farther and farther off by the Weight of 
an Eternity behind chem. Where then are the 
Honours 


there is not ſo mu 


The One Thing neceſſary. 


Honours, of the Great, the Pleaſures of the Vo- 
luptuous, the ſtatcly Palaces and Coffers of the 
Rich? Will they —— all with deep Sighs lament 
that they are not? And the miſtaken Value they 
45 ut upon chem, will but . e to 
orrow 15 95 the Loſs. 

ee ly, As the End propoſed in the Tex 
infinitely cxceeds in its intrinſick Value, and Du+ 
rableneſs when poſſeſs d: So it has no leſs the 
Advantage of all other Good, in reſpect of our 
8 . f ac in our Enpkapopus after 


"The Value of any 7. "hay be it never fo great, 


and on never ſo many Accounts, is nothing to 


us, if we can have no Hopes of obtaining it: 
But in the Caſe, before us, we are ſo far from 


Deſpair by any Impoſſibility of Succeſs, that 

as the leaſt Uncertainty 
to diſcourage our Attempts: Inſtead of that, if 
we truly ſeek the Kingdom of Gov, we are ſure 
of obtaining it. For, Chriſtians. by their New 


and Spiritual Büch, are Heirs of The Kingdom, 


joint Heirs with Cnr1sr, and can no more 


loſe their Inheritance than he himſelf, unleſs 

they forfeit it by their own wilfvl Neglect. 
Whereas the beſt Things in this World, are 
not more empty in the poſſeſſing, and uncer- 
rain in the keeping, than they are difficult to 
be come at. They are not only wanton and 
kittiſh, in their Humour; apt to ſtart from 
"_ our Hande, When we think we are juſt 
catching 


45 


45 
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catching hold of them; but of ſo mutable a 
Conftirution, that we know not whether they 
would anſwer our Expectations, if we had them. 
Beſides,” there is an over-ruling Providence 
which may defeat all our Deſigns, be they laid 
with the greateſt Wiſdom, an followed with 
the utmoſt Application. But in our Caſe, we 
have the Almighty on our Side, engaged by 
Inclination and Covenant to enable us ro per- 


form our Work, and by Promiſe to beſtow on 


Jen. Apn. 
de for. 


us the Reward. The K ingdom is prepared, 
and the Crowns are laid up for us: And 
we have nothing to do to come at them, but 
to tread in the Path which Gop has chalł d 
out to us. Which brings me to the Second 
General conßid d in my Ext,” VIS. - 
Secondly, How that Kingdom of Gop is to 


beobtain'd; vi x. by ſuch Obedience to his Laws, 


as he has made thi Terms of Salvation, and 
is here therefore call'd the Ri hteouſneſs of 
Gop : Seek ye firſt the Kin A of Gop, as 
your chief End, and his Rig reonſneſs as the 
Way to obtain ir. 


| Whatever Man can propoſe for his End, there 


is nothing to be obtain'd without ſome Pains of 
his own: Which occaſion'd the Wileſt Heathen 
ro obſerve that the Gods gave nothing gratis, 

but ſer their Bleſſings 70 Sale, and Labonr was 
the Price of them. And a Wiſer than He 
has taken Notice, that Man is born to labour, 
a: naturally as the Sparks fly-npwards, Now 


z ah do aw — — GS Ah _ es a 0 WF. 


The One Thing neceſſary. 47 
when the moſt trivial Things muſt coſt us ſome 
Trouble, ſhall we (grudge it for the Purchaſe of 
a Kingdom, and That an Eternal One? 
What has been already ſaid of That, ſuper- 
ſedes the neceſſity of ſaying any thing to recom- 
mend the Means; which in all Caſes are of pro- 
portionable Value to the Worth of that End 
for which they are uſed; and are always vigo- 
rouſſy purſu'd by every Man who ſeriouſſy de- 
| fires 'to obtain it. But thus much however it 
{ may not be improper to obſerve; That Gop 
has not made the Terms of our Happineſs here- 
after, our Obſeryance here of very burdenſome 
| and numerous Rites and Ceremonies, or an O- 
| bedience to Laws merely poſitive and arbitrary, 
enjoining Duties of no apparent and intrinſick 
0 Goodneſs ; but ſuch as are moſt highly agree- 
* able to the unprejudiced Reaſon of Mankind, 
d evidently perfective of our Nature; and condu- 
f cive'cven to our Happineſs in this Life, as well 
8 as neceſſary to prepare us for the next. Our 
e whole Duty is in ſhort ſumm'd up under theſe 
| two Heads, Faith and Repentance ; which 
re in reality is no more, than to believe the Word 
of of Truch itſelf, and out of a juſt Sorrow for our 
en own Sins and Follies to reform our Lives: Which 
6. Reaſon, Shame, and Intereſt would engage us 
as to do, if we did not bring into the World with 
Te us 4 Law in our Members warring againſt 
I, the Law of our Minds; and were not ſub- 
w | ect from without to the Wiles and Straragems 
en of a moſt crafty and malicious Adverſary. Bur 
5 8 


ciple of Grace in ou | wc e us to Fr 
due the corrupt Inctinations af our Fleſh ;- and 
by a ſtronger Arm reſtrains che Power of the 
Wicked One. For we ate not under an E- 
GOyptian Task-Maſter, and required to make 
Brick without, Straw z, but He who enjoins. the 
Work, will enable us, to perform it. So that 
at laſt, our Succeſs is entirely reſolv d into our 
own Choice; and if we are not happy; tis 
truly becauſe we would not be ſo: For Crowns 
of Glory are laid u for us, and the Means to 
obtain K Go 
owyn 
for this —3 2 Cukisr ronounces 
them, aaf. 4 who hunger und thirſt — 5 
Nr bich e; becauſe, whilſt other Men {et 
their Affections upon what .they ma ſeek 'af- 
ter in Vain, and never Procure; Theſe: deſire 
nothing but what is by Gop's Grace in their 
own Power, rig 5 80 ihey A b Me 
cheir End; which, is (following the 

OY to 4 Ku with it. 

Novy 8 ce Heaven is 8 
us, and that our chief Bufine here on Earth js 
only to ke That: that in this great Work, 
we may nar. be difturb'd by any Solicitude and 
Anxiety, about che Things of this preſent Life; 


Our 


graciquſiy puend into we 


our Saviour aſſures us, that all Neceſſaries here, 
without any carking and diſtruſtful Care —— our 
own, by the good Providence of Gop ſhall be 
provided for us. Which was the , | 
Third Thing I oblery/d was contain d in the — 
Text, But 5 ye:firſt, Nc. 15 | 
The Time will not permit me to. handle this 
Point ſo fully as is regal, and therefore I 
ſhall reſerve it for another Opportunity; and 
conclude with ſome \praflical AppirapcB of 
what has been ſaid. 
I ſhall therefore exhort every true Chriſtian, 
who believes the Religion he profeſſes, careful- 
ly to examine his Heart, whether the Purchaſe 
of this heavenly Kingdom be his fixſt and f 
eſt Care? The —— of the Enquir 
very evident from what has been ſaid- 
But the Heart is deceitful above all Things Jer. xvii. 
whoi can knaw is ? Who indeed, When the“ 
Man himſelf very often canngt, whoſe Hearr 
it is? Not, I confeſs, for want of ſufficient 
Means to know it; but out of a perverſe Incli- 
nation to be deceived. For Man i is not by Na- 
ture more pronę to Euil, than he is to 7 bink 
Moll ol himſelf: And when the Eyes of his 
Mind are turn d inward to yiew its own Aﬀec- 
tions; *tis with the ſame Partly, that De- 
tormiry, approaches 42 Mirrour, ſuch a ſtrong 
Opinion ef-its own Comelineſs, as the lincereſt 
Glaſs gan very rarely confure, 
If 4 Man therefore cares to examine his 
Heart, and in * carneft deſires to oy 
E: what 
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what has the chief Place in it; the ſurer Way is to 


look abroad, and caſt an Eye upon his Actions; 


for in them he will more clearly ſee the pre- 
vailing Paſſion of his Soul. For nor only zhe 
Mouth Speaketh, but our Hands Act, and all 
our Faculties are employ'd according ro the 
abunaance of the Heart. For inſtance; 

If upon a Review of his Life, a Man finds 
the Gratification of his Senſes, careleſs Mirth 
and Jollity, Intrigues of Love, Chambering 
and Wantonneſs, to take up moſt of his Thoughts 
and Time: Does not he ſee that whatſoever 
little Intervals may be ſpared for the Neceſſity 
of Buſineſs, or in compliance with Cuſtom. for 
the external Offices of Religion, yet ſenſual 
Pleaſure has got the Poſſeſſion of his Affections, 
and is the main End to which the whole Te- 
nour of his Life points? FLA IN 

In ſome Caſes, indeed, there is more Room 
for Self-Love to play its Part, and ſuch plau- 
ſible Colours may be laid on, as to deceive a 
tranſient View: But a little Diligence and Sin- 
cerity will ſoon diſcover the Chealte. 

The Man that wears our his Body in the 
hazardous Fatigues of War, or his Mind in the 
dark Councils of the Cabiner ; may cover his 
Ambition and Avarice from himſelf as well as 
others, by alledging, that the Glory of Go p, 
the Good of his Church, the Safery, Honour, 
and Welfare of his Countrey, are the chief End 
of all his Pains and Thought: And if it be re- 
ally ſo, he is truly ſeeking the Kingdom of Gop, 


3 and 


horred. E 2 
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and treading in the ſureſt and the nobleſt Path 
to Heaven. The Man whoſe Hours are chiefly 
laid out in worldly Buſimeſs, has a very obvious 
Plea at hand, a neceſſary Proviſion for his Fa- 
mily : And if his Deſires are regulated by a due 
Regard to the Circumſtances of That, and not 
ſuffer' d to range at random in the boundleſs 
Purſuit of Wealth, and his Enereaſe be attended 
with proportionable Acts of Charity; it muſt 
be own'd to be a very honeſt and laudable 
Care, and very well conſiſtent with the Purſuit 
of his greater End, the Kingdom of Goo. 
But in theſe and all other Caſes whatloeyer, 
there is an infallible Teſt to try the Truth of all 
ſuch Pretences by. For whatever it be that a 
Man is following, the Righteouſneſs of Gop 
will ſometimes meet him in a narrow Paſſag 
as the Angel of the Lord did Balaam, and con- 
tend with him for the Way. Thus in a Man's 
Purſuit of Riches or Glory, as in the Caſes 
before mentioned, juſtice, Equity, Mercy, Cha- 
rity, or Truth, will very often ſtand full in the 
Track, and ſtop his Courſe, unleſs forced to 
giye way themſelves: Where the Victory will ma- 
nifeſtly demonſtrate what has got the Poſſeſſion 
of his Heart. If the Righteouſneſs of Gop be 
made to give place to his worldly Intereſt, he 
cannot pretend to be ſeeking his Kingdom; 
bur if he will hearken to ir, his own Conſcience 
will rell him, that he is paying his Devotions 
to the God of this World, and therefore as an 
Idolater, by the Gop of Heaven is LT: aa 

| ere 


ep 50 noed of mukiplying Caſes 

Kale 45 Jo plain, chat no Mar can fat to fem ty apo 

— gh Fae Plcaſeb int all: Creumſtances 

Lie. If we really abe the Kingdom of G 

bs eier E End; Bür REflitionts the Means 

vill be ec and / ard his Righne 
ih be che Nite und Meſareof alt ur 

NN: WE alf face ns other AM and De- 

| Rs Fra wo to it, and what we | - 


5 eddy trop, . 8 
zntertere one Wirh the Ether. All our Impr N 
ments 6f K hoc edge wil but Künble our Res. 
lBt; Ariel bring it chte mote Under S to 
che Law of Faith: GDs V in 66tri- 
mand tir Bchef und che 2 6f His Law 
bare 4 controlling Sway thro the whole 
Cond "of ont ies!“ E e parti 0 lin 
Happy i ee Mat, 'Whb- of a Review ef 
h Lite doch Mi to be h Cie let 8 
forth into Hynihs of Thanks and Falte to Gob 
by hoe Grate tone he is (Air adyancedth 
Bis WS Heaven,” But let not Secu ** 
his GüUard? let him chat ſtand 
Herd Teſt he fall; remembring” that they 000 
Who pe n vcte t the lift ſhall be crowir d. 
But if he finds The Vanities and Pleaftres, a 
Honours or the Riches öf this Work heats 
to His Heart; and that his Labout: and Pains 
ate chiefly ſpent in the purkitit of ckrerr, and 
thar*Gov and his glorions Kingdom are the 
Jeaſt' in all his Thoughts: Let him Tate 
l. Time ; to conſider what hee is do- 


ing 
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ing; ' rhe Wei 
Let him conbicer what, the Kingdom ef Gp 


is, and what he is bartering it away for; and 


chen let him E he is making a witc 
b. Lat him. allo farcher conſider, chat 

2 bare Exchange of Heaven tor the ſhort and | 
empty Enjoyments of chis Life, is not all, but 


FP 


If a Man could be {or wondertully weak and 
ſtupid, as voluntarily 49 give up all his Reverſion 


of Eternal Happineſs for the full Swing of pro- 


ſent Plealaxe here; -it- Will not be allow'd hin. 
When he leavgs;this/Warld; he launches ut in- 
to Eternity; which, mult prev either Rizers 
of . Pleaſures do him in the-Fruition of Gon, 
and Company of bleſſed: Spirits; or A Lake of 
Fire and Brimſtone cuich the Deuid and this 
2 Let any Man but wir a fim Faith 
reflect that chere in np. Medam, but chat o 
or. cher of theſe rwo'Srates mut be his Lot fur 
3 and eg end maile ir his Choice if 
Ca. 1 * 41 by: SOR APE 11 arty 
. «Secondly, The Infdelivy of chis Age unbap- 
püy calls for another Application; even to thoſe 
miſerable Wretches, who. have been born within 
the Pale of the Chriſtian Church, made Mem- 


bers of that Myſtiel Body of EuR45rby 


Baptiſm, and yet look upon his Holy Religion 
as a. GT iel F Fable, and Weine i 
not. 


'ThefsMen; ae preſent; 1.(ball,onty defreds- 
rouly to. ae upon 1 4 they, — fact, is 
| r 
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true: vis. That this Religion which they with 
ſo much Scorn reject, requires Faith in its l. 
trines, and Obedience to its Precepts, under no 
leſs penalty than Everlaſting Torments; adding 
over and above, as a farther Encouragement, 
the Promiſe of Eternal Life to ſuch Faith and 
Obedience. Now can any thing more concern 
them, than to know the Truck of ſuch Pre- 
rences ? Whether ſuch Promiſes and Threats do 
really come from Gop or no? Is ſuch a Reli- 
gion careleſſſy to be rejected without Examina- 
tion? To be made Sport with by a wanton Wit, 
and exploded with a ſeſt? Men do not at 
thus in the (ſmalleſt Affairs of Life, but the leaſt 
temporal Advantage is hearken'd to with much 
greater Regard. If an old Deed Was found 
which would give one of theſe Infidels but a 
ſmall Eſtate, he would not think much to read 
it over with Care, and duly weigh the Evi- 
dences for it; and does the Goſpel, which of- 
fers an Inheritance incorru ptible, and Eternal in 
the Heavens, not deſerve to be look'd into with 
as much Care and Atttention; and the Proof 
offered for its divine Authority, to be examined 
with as much Nicety and Precaution ? | ' 
All that the Preachers of the Goſpel ever de- 
fired, as well knowing the Goodneſs of their 
Cauſe, was only to be fairly heatd : As appears 
by all the Apologiſts in the Primitive Church, 
who in their Addreſſes to the Emperors ever 
co nplain, that their Cauſe was judged without 
E W and chemſelves condemned with- 
our 
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h out hearing. And ſure it cannot be thought 
8 unreaſonable to make the ſame Plea for the ſame 
10 Religion, after it has been ſo much longer in 
8 Poſſeſſion of ſo great a Part of the World, vg. 
t, only that it may be fairly heard to (peak for itſelf. 
d And it cannot be queſtion'd, but this Reli- 


oY gion, which was founded upon Miracles, con- 
8. firm'd by the Blood of its firſt Preachers, by 
39 the Mouths of a few mean and illiterate Fiſher- 


li men, baffled all the Wiſdom of kaeeften 
45 overthrew the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and eſta- 
bliſhed itſelf upon the Ruins of Pagan Super- 
& ſtition and Idolatry, and That ſupported by all 


Fl the Power of the Roman Empire in its greateſt 
5 Height; and what is infinitely more, has broke 
id in Pieces the ZFewt/h Oeconomy, a Fabrick of 

. Gop's own raiſing, and what would therefore 


1d be ſupported by Him againſt all Power but his 
11 Own: I fay, it cannot be queſtion d but that 
£ a Religion which has done all this, will be able 
in to remove a few groundleſs Prejudices out of 
th | the Heart of any Man, diſpoſed to give way to 
of Truth, and not obſtinately bent upon his own 
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NA Ts VI. 33. 


Bur et) ye firfs the Kingdom of Gop, 
and T4 Righteonſneſs, and all theſe 
bing ſhall be added unto you. 


| N which Words we are 
I. Firſt, Inform'd what is our chicf Bu- 
ſmeſs here on Earth, and that is; to take 
care of our future State, and ſecure a Place 
for ourſelves in Heaven after this Life, call'd'here 
the Kingdom of Gov : Hut ſeek ye firſt the 
Kingdom of Gov. 
II. Secondly, we are here inſtructed what 
Courſe is to be taken to obtain it, and that is, 
by ſuch Obedience to the Laws of Gop, as he 
has made the Terms of Salvation, called here 
the Righteouſneſs of Gop : But ſeek ye firſt 
the Kingdom of Gov, as the chief End, and 
His Righteouſneſs, as the only Means to ob- 
rain it. | 
III. Thirdly, Thar in this great and neceſ- 
fary Work, we may not be diſturbed by any 
$olicitntde and Anxicry about the Things of this 
| preſent 
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preſent Life: - We are aflured that all Ne- 
ceſlaries here without any carking and diſtruſt- 
ful Care of our Own, by the good Providence 
of Gop will be provided for us: But ſeek 
ve firſt the Kingdom of Gop, and his Righ- 
reonſneſs, and all theſe Things ſhall be ad. 
ded unto you. 1 05 n erer . 

After che Wiſeſt Heads in all Ages and Na- 
tions, wanting the Divine Aſſiſtance, had ſpent 
their Pains in vain, in ſearch of Happineſs: 
Behold in how few and plain Words the Eternal 
Wiſdom of Gov has diſcovered the Seat of it, 
and chalked out the only ſure and unerring 
Pach to it! for in the Words of my Text, we 
have a full and compleat Direction how to be 
for ever happy in the next Life, and fever un- 
eaſy in this. To ſecute our Eternal Welfare 
ought indeed moſt juſtly to be our chief Aim 
and Concern: But that we ſee is ſo far from 
being inconſiſtent with our Eaſe in this World, 
that it is the only ſure Means to enjoy all the 
Peace and Quiet it affords. anne 
Ie Two firſt Things contain'd in my Text, 


have been already handled in a former Diſ- 


coutſe: I now proceed to the Conſideration of 
che Third, v:z. O11 5 

III. Thirdly, That in this great and neceſ- 
ſary Work, we may not be diſturbed by any 
Solicitude and Anxiety about the Things of this 
preſent Life: We are aſſured that all Neceſſa- 
ries here without any carking and diſtruſtful 
Care of our Own, by the good Providence of 
LARS YL ' | 8 Gon 
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Gop will be provided for us: Bur ſeek ye firft 
the Kingdom of Gor, and his Righteouf- 


neſs, and all theſe Things ſhall be added 


Hab. ii. 6. 


If we could take a View at once of all the buſy 
Men on Earth, we ſhould find their different Em- 
ployments all tending to the fame End, the la- 
ding themſelves with thick Clay, and therefore 
fpringing from the ſame Root, an immoderate 
Love of this World: Which tho! it is raiſed and 
fed by the Expectation of Pleaſure and Satisfaction, 
is the very Bane of all true Enjoyment here, and 
the certain Foundation of eternal Miſery here- 
after. Whence is all that Uneaſineſs and Diſ- 
content in Mens own Breaſts; thoſe toilſome 
Days and wakeful Nights, which too often 
wear out life, in ſtudying to make Proviſion for 
it? Thoſe Feuds and Animoſities; that Jcalouly, 
Envy and Malice; that open Violence, Fraud 
and Oppreſſion among private Perſons; and 
bloody Wars between States and Empires; but 
from too greedy and ravenous a Concern for the 
Things of this World? And yet this is not the 


Worſt of it: For it is not only the Parent of all 


Mat. xiii. 
73 2 » 


theſe horrid Evils, but che Nurſe and Cheriſher 
of them too, by deſtroying at the ſame time 
the only Remedy againſt them; for ir renders 


all Inſtruction, Admonition, Threats and Pro- 


miſes from Heaven ineffectual: Does not our 
Saviour expreſſly tell us as much in the Para- 
ble of the Sower, vi g. that the Care of this 


World and Deceitfulneſs of Riches, are the 


ur, 


The One Thing neceſſary. 59 
Thorns he means, which ſpring up and choke 
the Mord, and ſo we become unfruitful. 
The Care of this World then is a Symptom 
of ſo fatal a Diſtemper in the Soul, that till ir 
be removed there is no Hope of Life. It is the 
Opinion of the ableſt Phyſician for our ſpiritual 
Diſeaſes, and the Aſſurance in my Text is his 
moſt ſure Preſcription againſt it. If we conſi- 
7 der ourſelves only as Paſſengers in this World, | 
that we have here 0 abiding City, but that | 
the nexr World is truly and properly our dwel- 
ling Place; and if we believe, that, ſhould we 
willy employ our Thoughts chiefly to ſecure our 
Reſt and Eaſe at Home when we are at our 
Journeys End, all Things neceſſary on the Road 
would be provided for us: What ſhould trou- 
ble and perplex us in our Journey? Might we not 
proceed in Purſuit of our great Concern without 
being diſturbed by any Solicitude abour theſe 
ſmaller Matters? The Things of this Life, if com- 
pared with thoſe of our Eternal State, are moſt 
incon{iderable Trifles: But, ſuch as they are, 
will not be wanting, being provided by the good 
Providence of Gop for all Men, but with a 
more particular Regard and Love, indeed, for 
thoſe who are ſo wiſe as to ſeek firſt. the 
Kingdom of God and his Righteonſneſs. 
Nov to ſet this Matter in a true Light, and 
to clear all Miſtakes and Doubts about it, I ſhall 
Firſt, Shew the extreme Folly and Vanity of 
an anxious and reſtleſs Concern for the Things of 
'e this World, from Gop's general Providence o- 
5, ver all his Creatures. Secondly, 
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icon, from chat miſerable Poverty, which 


rh n a all Events omg to his 
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Secondly, I ſhall obſerve in what Manner 
— by What Means Gop provides for 8 
Packer pg: and Well being of chem: From 
whence it will appear that chis Promiſe in the 
Text does not give the leaſt Countenance for a 
flothful fer th Reliance upon Gop for our 
Food and Raiment, but plainly requires us to 
co-operate 1 — him by the Help of rhoſe Po -w-. 
ers e ee given Man, partly tor this 
P 8 
23 birdly, 1 Chall ſhew-what bade! — 


ragement We have chearfully to 


Gov. for the Bleflings a Life, * We 2. 


Vr ſſ tl Kingdom Gon: and his Righteonfe 


neſs; and what peculiar Efficacy That will haye 
in removing all anxious. and data Care 


out of our Minds. 
.. Fourthly, I hal e a very bee Ob- 


* 
too viſible in the World; and ſo conclude. * 
Furſt. then, Lam to ſhew the extreme Fol- 
ly and Vanity of an anxious and reſtleſs Con- 
gern for the Things of chis Life, from God's 
general Providence oer all his Creatures. 
Tis our Lok Ds own Argumont, by which 
he prepaxed his Diſciples to receive the Advice 
he was about to give them in the Text. 
Now Providence may be comſidered as it im- 
plies theſe two Things: Firſt, Gov's watch- 


ful Care oyer his Creatures for their Preſerva- 


tion and Well⸗heing; And Secondly, his or- 
good 


N 
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god Pleaſure. To boch which our Saviour had 
an Eye in the Diſcourſe before us, and from 
each of them ſeverally draws a diftin& and clear 


Argument againſt a ſolicitous and anxious Care 
for the Neceſſaries of this Liſe, To have made 


Creatures wanting a daily Support by Nounth- 
ment, and yet to take no Care they ſhould 
have it; would be like the Cruelty a the Of 


rich, which ie hardned againſt ber voung job xxrir. 
Ones, as tho they were not Hers; utterly in- 16. 

conſiſtent with — Goodneſs: or Wiſdom of 
_ Gov, and impious to ſuppoſe.” Our Saviour 


therefore waves all Proof of God's: Providence 
as needleſs, ir being an appùrent Truth, and 


accordingly ap peals to their Senſes: Behold, 


Jays He, the Fowls of the Air; they ſow 


not, neither do they reap, nor gather into © 


Barnt; yet your Hraveuly Farther feedeth 
them. And then by an obvious and eaſy In- 
ference adapted to the meaneſt Capacity proves 
from thence, that Man, ſo much à Nobler 
Creature, and for whom choſe other 2 
themſelves were made, would be under the 

more eſpecial _ of his Maker: Implied in 
theſe Words; are not ye mnch better than 
they? In like a he adds, aud why tale 
ye thonght for Raiment ? Conſider the Lilies 
of the Field po they grow ; they tot not, 
neither do they ſpin. And yer Ih unto 
you, that . in all his\Gfory. was not 
arrayed like one of theſe. Wherefore if Gop 


fe cloath the Gyafs of the Nield which tu day 


15 
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it, andtomorrow is caft into the Oven, ſhall he 
not much more cloath you, ye of little Faith? 


The Argument we ſee, in our Saviour's Judgment, 


is ſo ſtrong and convincing, that nothing but 
want of Faith can withſtand it. Therefore, he 
concludes, | Take no Thought ſaying, what 


ſhall we eat? Or what ſhall we drenk? Or 


wherewithal ſhall we be claathed? For your 
heavenly Father knoweth that you have need 
of theſe. Things..  Gop who made us, muſt 
needs know our Wants better than we our- 


ſelves; and ſince we are ſure of his Power to en- 
able him, his Goodneſs to encline him, and his 
Promiſe to bind him, to provide all the Necek W 


faries of Life for us: All diſtruſtful Fear of the 


Want of theſe Things, immoderate craving at- 


Luke xi. ter them, Anxiety or Doubt fulne ſ of Mind 


29. 


about them (our Saviour's own Words) is ex- 
treme Weakneſs and Folly, and highly injurious 
to our heavenly Father, who has taken this 


Care upon himſelf. And this Folly will farther 


appear, if we conſider Gop as the ſole Diſpoſer 


and Orderer of all Events, and that the moſt 


conſummate Wiſdom, the moſt indefatigable 
Application, reſtleſs Pains and ſubtil Contti- 
vance can never bring any Thing to Effect o- 


therwiſe than as ſeems good to the infinite and 
uncontroulable Wiſdom of God. 
Which is ſuggeſted by our Saviour in theſe 


Words, Which of you by taking Thought can 


add one Cubit to his Stature? Intimating that 
all the Thought and Care and Solicitude of Man 
in 
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in Purſuit of whar our Neceſſities call for, with- 


out Gop's ſpecial Bleſſing upon our Endea- 


vours and Concurrence with them, would be 
of themſelves as vain and fruitleſs, and abſurd, 
as if we ſhould rack our Brains Night and Day 
in contriving how to make ourſelves Taller 
than we are. | N 
Secondly, Since Gop has taken upon him 
to provide for the Preſervation and Well-being 
of his Creatures, it will be of Uſe to obſerye in 
what Manner and by what Means he does it: 
from whence- it will appear, that this does not 
give the leaſt Countenance to a ſlothful unac- 


tive Reliance upon Him for our Food and Rai- 


ment; but plainly requires us to co-operate with 
Him by the Help of thoſe Powers which He 
has given Man, partly for this very Purpoſe. 


And in order to this, it will be ſufficient to - 


caſt our Eye only on thoſe two Sorts of Crea- 
tures which our Saviour is pleaſed to give for In- 
ſtances of Gopꝰ's Providential Care over the 
Work of his Hand, the Graſs of the Fields, and 
the Fowls of the Air; the Vegetative and the 
Senſitive Parts of the Creation. Gop has not 
only given themBeing,bur feeds and cloaths them, 
in order to preſerve it; yet not without the Me- 
diation of thoſe Capacities and Powers, with 
which he has endued each of them, ſuitably to 

their reſpective Natures. 
Vegetables, whoſe Nature it is to dwell in the 
Womb which gave them Birth, find always in 
it proper Food for their Life and Augmentation: 
5 but 
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but then it is by the Help of thoſe little Fibres, 
which ſhoot from their own Roots, and are en- 
dued with Power to ſuck in the Moiſture of the 
Earth, and then convey, it into other Veſſeb 
prepared on Furpaſe to Apeiſd it over che 
Whole Body, 
Animals, who have a ber Degree, of Life, 
have not, cheir Footl.ſo near at Fand; how: 
ever tis no leſs provided for them, and they are 
endued by . Maker with a natural Inſting, 
that is, a "Sagaciry to ſeareh after it, to find it 
out, and apply it to its proper Uſe. 
In like manner, Gop. provides for Man, h. 
the Help of thoſe Powers which he has 
Eſſential to his Nature; his Reaſon, 'Under- 
ſtanding, and Will; Faculties far more Excel- 
lent — belong to any other Parts of the ma- 
terial World. —— is vexy obſervable, that 
as our Saviour argues — the viſible Care chat 
is taken of inferiour Creatures, and the com- 
parative Excellence of Man, that therefore Gop's 
eſpecial Cate of him is the rather to be de- 
pended on: So thoſe very Endowments in 
Which he Excels, being the Inſtruments which 
God makes uſe of in providing for him, are a 
Demonſtration that Gon's more eminent Care 
of Man, is in Fact true. 
Vegetables are only endu d with alſwe Q 
lries f tor their Preſervation; and if brute Ani 
mals have any thing more, it is a very impetfect 


— MY 22 Wa — — ma 


* 


>EJ 


AaAQMNNRAYHPAoAo_N”LCMKT=RT, mA —- 


Degree of Liberty and Choice; or rather, only 
a Reſemblance of it, which cheir Senſes * 
or 
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for ought we know, may ſufficiently enable 


them to make ſome Shew of in their Actions. 
But the Rational Soul of Man, che Image of 
Gop, endu'd with the admirable Faculties of 
Reaſon, Liberty, Memory, and Foreſight ; en- 


able him in a much higher Degree to co-ope- 


rate with Gov in providing for his own Neceſ- 
ſities: Inſomuch that in very few Cafes any 
thing convenient for bim will be wanting; wich- 
out a culpable Neglect of his own. 
"IV ue ie the Gifts of Gop do not lie 
ſo open and in Common to Man, as to other 
Creatures, Incloſures of them being made by 
Property, which is the neceſſary Conſequente 


of Mens being incorporated together in Socie- 


ties, as thoſe Societies are of the ſociable Qua- 
lities in human Nature. But then, No Man is 
excluded from having a Share of Property, and 
infinite are the Ways which thoſe Excellent 
Qualities before mentioned put into his Hands 
to attain it. All Study and Labour that is any 
Way uſeful to the Body Politick is a proper 
Means to compals it; and Things are ſo wildly 
ordered by the Admirable Providence of Gop, 
that as different Genius s are not wanting for 
all ſorts of Employments which the Publick 
Good requires; ſo ſuch Employments always 
draw after chem a due Profit, if not ſuch as 

the greedy Appetites of Men too often ctave. 
Many are exerciſed in uſeful Manufactures 
and rhe vatious Myſteries' of Trade; ſoe till 
the Land, ,while others te the Occan, both 
/ wiks 4 | F 5545445: 6 4 reaping 
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reaping their expected Harveſt at the proper 
| Seaſon. The hard and hazardous Service of 
the Camp, wants not its Votaries, while Others 
chuſe a Part of more permanent Uſe to the 
Commonwealth, and employ their Pains either 
in Defence of the Innocent and their, Rights, 
in the noble Care of conducting the Affairs of 
State, or that yet more noble BO of guiding 
Souls in their Way to Heaven; or in cultiva- 
ting and improving thoſe Arts and Sciences, 
. which, arere ſpectively, uſctul in all theſe ſeveral 
Employments. By ſuch Means as theſe, while 
other Creatures are confined to thoſe Things 
only which are. within the Compals of their 
own. Sphere of Action, and meet with no- 
thing more than a Supply of their daily Wants: 
Man to whom Gop has given the Sovercignty 
of this Earth, is accordingly enabled, not only 
to command a Tribute from every Corner of it; 
and from all Parts enjoy the Gifts of Gop col. 
lected in his own narrow Dwelling; but to 
. treaſure up ſuch Stores, as to be able in ſome 
 Mealure, like Gop himſelf, to ſcatter of his A- 
bundance upon the Indigent and Needy. 
Thus we ſee how. much. greater Care Gov 
has taken of Man, than of the Graſs of the Field 
or Fowls of the Air; but the Manner in which 
he does it, is for all the ſame; not in a miracu- 
lous but natural Way: vi. by the Ule of ſuc 
natural Powers, as Gop has given him, part 
for this very Purpoſme. 
Which is infinitehy more for the 9 
NES op! 


„„ os es ac. GE» 


Gop's Wiſdom, and yet does not in the leaſt 
derogate from his Bounty, for the Neceſſaries 
and Comforts of Life thus conveyed to us, 


are no leſs the Gifts of Gop, than if by his 
Command they were immediately reached out 


to us by the Hand of a miniſtring Spirit. There 


could be nothing in the World for our Service, 


unleſs placed there by our bountiful Creator for 
that very End. And now it is there; what 


Uſe would it be of, without thoſe Powers Goo 


has given us to attain it? And yet thoſe very 
Powers with all our Prudence and Skill would 


be inſufficient, did not Gop's Bleſſing accom- 
pany our Endeavours. The Good Things then 


we enjoy being the Creatures of Gop, the 
Powers by which we are enabled to "come at 


them being derived only from Gop, and our 


Succeſs in the lawful Uſe of thoſe Powers be- 
ing the Gift of Gop alone: All Men are truly 


and properly fed and cloarhed by Gop,. as the 


Children of J/vael were in the Wilderneſs, tho 
their Food deſcended every Day from Heaven, 
and their Garments knew no Decay. Hence it 
is plain why the ſame Things are in one Place 


of Scriipture, called the Gift of Gop, and 


in another affirmed to be the Purchaſe of 
our own Labour; why we are directed to pray 
for thoſe Things 8 
ther are exhorted to work for them; and when 
by our Labour and Pains we have obtained 
them, why our Thanks are to be returned to 
GOD. To talk therefore of caſting our Care 

F 2 upon 


by this Apoſtle, and by ano- 4 
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upon Gop, and to negle& the Means he has 

-ordained for our Subſiſtence, is the utmoſt Folly 

and Impiety; tis to mock him and ſtarve our- 

| ꝛſelves. Such a ſtupid and ſlothful Fool, Solo. 
N mos very {martly reproves, by {ending him to 

e little crawling Inſect for Inſtruction: Go to the 

| Ant thou Sluggard, can ſider her Ways and be 
wife ! which' having #0 Guide, Overſeer, or 
Ruler, provideth her Meat in the Summer, 

and gathereth ber Food in the Harveſt. 

Thirdly, I come now to ſhew what farther 
Encouragement we have chiefly to depend up- 
on Goy for the Bleſſings of this Life, provided 
we firſt ſeek the Kingdom of GoD and his 
Righteouſneſs: And what peculiar Efficacy 
That will have for removing all anxious and diſ- 
truſtful Care out of our Minds. 
- | Hitherto- we have only conſidered 'Gop's 
Care of Man, as his Creature and the Work of 
his Hands, and this is all that our Saviour's own 
| Argument in the Context aims at; and indeed 
Mat-".45- in the Ordinary Diſpenſations of his Providence 
-Gop makes no Diſtinction, for He makerth his 
Hum toriſe on the Evil and on the Good, and 
'ſendeth his Rain on the Fuſt and on the Un- 
-guft : But yet they who are ſo wiſe as to follow 
our Loxp's Advice, and ſeek firſt the King- 
dom of Gov and his Righteouſneſs may fetch 
more particular Comfort to themſelves out of 
the Text if they will but follow his Way o 
arguing alſo. 0 | (8 
They who ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, 
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| and his Righteouſneſs, ' give him the beſt 
J Proof of their Love and Obedience, which 
„ss the higheſt Perfection of human Nature. If 
therefore from the viſible Care that Gop takes 
of Inferior Creatures, it be good arguing to 
infer that on Account of the Natural Perfec- 
tions of Man, He will much more take care 
* of him: It wall be likewiſe as good atguing 
ftrom the viſible Care that Gop takes of Man 
in General, that on Account of the moral and 
| ſpiritual Perfections of ſome, he will much more 
* take care of Them. The Argument is exactly 
the ſame, and ſo clear and ſtrong that it wants 


a no other Support, whicheltfemight be had from 
1 innumerable Promiſes to this very Purpoſe, ſcat- 


tered almoſt every where throughout che whole 1 = 
Book of Gop. I need name but two or three. | 


of David tells us that 20 good Thing will Gon . 
: | * | „Pal. | 
wm i hold from them that lead a godly Life: * 


de 52d confirms it from his own long Experience; | 
[ have been young and now am old, yet have p | 
rrp [ not feen the Righteous forſaken, or hs $xxvii 25. | 

Seed begging Bread. And we have the Word | 
of an Apoſtle for it, That Goalineſs is pro.  _ 1 
„ Hrable unto all Things, having the Promiſe g F. 
0. of be Life that now is, as well as of That 
100 which ts to come. i | 
But over and above all this, it may not be 
unprofitable to obſerve farther, that ſee ug the 
Kingdom of Gop and his Righteouſneſs will 
have a Natural Efficacy for removing all anxious 
and diſtruſtful Care out of our Minds. 

F 3 Nothin; 
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Nothing can tend more effectually to mode- 
rate our Care and Concern about the Things of 
this World, than a right Senſe of the true Va- 


firſt the Kigdom of Gop and his \Righteouſ- 
eſs. For It is neceſſarily both Antecedent and 
Conſequent to it; in Part the Cauſe of that 
holy Wiſdom, and afterwards the certain Ef- 
,,, and 0t) logs * 
The World with fawning Smiles and big 
Promiſes is always courting us, and holds out 
Fruit in Appearance very beaunifal, which we 
need only reach out our Hands to take; Now 
unleſs we are in ſome Meaſure ſenſible. of its 
Treachery, and of the inward Rottenneſs of 
of thoſe fair Preſents; it will be hardly poſſible 
to take off our Hearts from Objects, ſo near at 
Hand, and to the Senſes ſo delightful; to place 
them upon ſpiritual and diſtant Joys, which 
can be diſcerned only by an Eye of Faith. 
And then, when we have once fixed our Hearts 
upon the Kingdom of Gop, and by this Eye 

of Faith taken a View of the Crowns of Glc 
there; when in the Balance of right Reaſon we 
have duly weigh'd thoſe ſubſtantial Joys of the 
Fruition of Gov, the Fountain of all Good, 
mult yield, and throw their Eternity alſo into 
the Scale: What a juſt Contempt ſhall we have 
for the beſt Things this tranſitory World can 
give! How mean and trivial will allies vain and 
ſhort Amuſements then appear! Irs Pleaſures 
will moſttruly be eſteemed but as a Dream of the 
Night, 


lue of them, which he certainly has who fees 
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Night, and irs brighteſt Glory but as a wither- | 
; ing Flower: Every Man thus employed in the 
; Contemplation and Putſuit of Eternal Happineſs, - 
. will ſtrait cloſe in with Solomon, and pronounce : 
all beſides Vanity of Vanity. F. ef 10G 
N Now when the Imaginary Value of theſe 

lower Things is ſcared, and Men look upon 

: them only according to their real and intrinſick 
Worth, their great Care and Concern about 

them will be dropt of Courſe. Their Endeavours | 

after them will be ſuch, as their Neceſſities and 
their Duty require; but having laid up their 5 | 
Treaſure in Heaven, there will their Hearts | 

| 


every Thing beſide; which is a far more de- 
ſirable Condition of Life, than the greateſt State 
e of worldly'Wealth and Glory. He who has 


5 
U 
c 
ys || be; and the Affection will ſit looſe and caly to 
O 
f 


it ſubmitted his Will to Gop, really poſſeſſes all 
e chat Quiet and Tranquillity of Mind, which the 
h World only promiſes, and That in Vain: He 
n, bas not his Thoughts encumber'd with remote, 
ts difficult, and perplexing Deſigns; has no vain 
re I deluding Hopes or diſtracting Fears; neither 
y | knows he the Torment of an anxious Suſpenſe 
ve between them both, and in the End a lamen- 
e table Diſappointment: Such a Man on the har- 
d, deſt Floor, will lay down his wearied Limbs 
to wich more Content to reſt, than the Covetous 
ve and Ambitious, who lie upon their Beds of 
an 1vory, and ſireteh themſelves upon their Amos. v 
nd MW Conches. Poverty and Riches are Things that“ 
k F4 Na 
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run moſt in the Heads of Men, and yet ate 
rightly underſtood by very few... They are ge- 
nerally taken for the ſame as Scarcity and Plen- 
o whereas oftentimes Dey are quite the cons, 
For if a Man be always craving, the 
e Abundance can no more make him 
Rich, chan the moſt pinching Scarcity, a con- 
rented Mind, Poot: The Former enlarges his 
5. Deine as Hell, and cannot be ſatisfied; 
therefore manifeſtly i in Want: The Latter is fas. 
tified, and therefore as truly Rich; and cloath- 
ed in Rags within his homely Cottage, may 
with great Propriety of Speech pronounce of | 
his Content, what che Great King of 1/7ael. 
elad in Purple on the Throne faid of his Wil: 
dom; All Things together came to me with 
ii. ber, aud innumerable Riches i in her Hands. 
Fourthly, 1 come now in the laſt Place to 
anſwer a very obvious Obje&tion from that mi- 
ſerable Poyerty which is too vitble in che 
World. 
Nocwichſtanding all chat has been, or can be 
aid of the general Providence of Gop over all 
his Creatures, on his more particular Care of 
Mankind, eſpecially of good Men: Vet it can- 
not be denied, but that there is ſome real Want 
and Miſery among them, and that che moſh 
pious and beſt of Men are not always exempted 
from it. Inſomuch that a prophane Wit has ta- 
ken the Liberty to compare his Maker to a great 
Man, who out of TO and TIS: would 


”Y 
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Y keep more Servants than he was able to thaih- 
aan: & Compariſon that has not more] oy, 
10 than Falſhood and Abſurdity in it: Wi. will. 
„ appear, if we look into Un Caules of, this Po- 
- verty, which is 9 as a Reproach « to Pro- 
1 vidence. And rhey may, 1 belicye, be all redu- 
ced to one of 8 ree; Fir A own 
7 Sloth or -Prodigaliry; & econdly, raud, Vio- 
4 lence or Oppreſſion of Wicked Men 7% 4 
* The Afflicting Hand f Gop bimictt gre 
- Now if thele-are the only Cauſes of Tony 
7 | miſcrable Want ſo much complained 6 port 
f yet it may not be conſiſtent With Gon 's Wil- 
11 dom. OT. Goodneſs ro remove them "out of che. 
J World, their Effects muſt contihug, w wichour any 
impeachment of Providence : : Let u us therefore 
briefly examine t em. The tw Former, Mens 
ovyn Sloth or Prodig ry rp Fraud, Vio- 
lence, or Op] reſfion. of F Wiebe Men; proceed 
from that L. rh tin of Will, which is eſſential to 
human Nature, 8 ought to take its Courſe with- | 
out any overruling Inter poſition of the Divine 
Power to hinder ir. When any Man is going 
about ro injure himſelf or his Neighbour, ould 
Gop by his Omnipotence at every Turn con- 
trole his Will, and miraculouſly put a Stop to 
his Actions; He would act himſelf directly con- 
trary to that Courſe of Nature which he had 
eſtabliſhed ; and thoſe Creatures hom he has 
exalred to a Pitch of Life bearing ſome Reſem- 
blance ro his own, would be uſed like mere 
| Puppers and Machines; which would be high- 


ly 
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ly unworthy of Gov, as well as injurious to 


And ſince it is ſo very unfir char Mens Hands 
ſhould be tied up, even When they are putting 
them forth to hurt themſelves or one another: 
Surely it will be infinitely more unkt that Gop's 
ſhould, when'he is exerciling the gracious Diſ- 
cipline of the Rod, which is fometimes neceſſa- 
ry for our Soul $ Health. The Want and Mi- 
ſery which proceeds directly from the Hand of 


Gop, not barely by his Permiſſion, is always 
medicinal ;_ not to grieve and afflict, any farther 


than as that is neceſſary to correct and amend. 
Such Poyerty therefore as is thus by Gop diſ- 
penſed in Mercy, is no more an Argument a- 


17 Gop's Goodneſs, than Riches in ſome 


aſes are a Proof of it, which are no leſs tre- 


quently beſtowed in Wrath. 


Thus in a few Words (ſo eaſy i isit to * the 


Cauſe of Go D) I humbb ly preſume the'whole 
Force of the Objection is taken off, and the 
Divine Goodneſs eat from the moſt = 
Calumny of Wicked Men. But aſter all, 

ſtands not in necd of theſe or any ſuch A5 
gies; abundant Proviſion being made for all 
the Indigent, however they became ſo, and 
great Stores laid up for them in all Places. For 
wherever Gop has given Riches, he has laid 
up for the Poor, and given them ſuch a Proper- 
ty in them as no human Power can deprive 
them of. No falſe Witneſſes can ſwear them 


out of it, or corrupt Judge interpret it away: 
Ir 
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It ſtands good in defiance of the greateſt Ar- 
mies, and is out of the Reach of the Legiſlature 
itſelf; eſtabliſh'd by the great Proprietor of all 
Things, the Kine of Kings, and Loxp of Lords. 
But it was impoſſible to convey this laſt Re- 
ſerve of Gop's Bounty to Man, but through 
the Hands of ſome Truſtecs: And therefore it 
was neceſſary indeed to tie them by the ſtrongeſt 
Bands to be faithful to their Truſt. But what 
I beſeech you, Brethren, could bind them faſter 
to their Duty, than Gop's making the Caſe 
of the Poor his own? His accepting What is 
done to them, as done to himſelf, as if he were 
the Perſon in Neceſſity? He that cloatbes the 
Naked, clothes CuRISsTr; He that feeds the 
Hungry, feeds Cux1sT ; He that giveth to 
the Poor, lendeth to the Loxp. And if the 
Honour and the Pleaſure of relieving their 
Saviour, as he gives us Leave to call it, and 


9 a 1 


the Advantage of lending to ſo able a Pay- 
maſter as Gov, will not move them; one would 
. think the Dread of Vengeance from CHRIST. 
. left ſtarving and naked by them, and for Re- 


fuſal of a Loan to their Maker, in the Perſon 
of the Neceſſitous, begg'd of them, ſhould ter- 
. rity them into a Compliance. Eſpecially when 
] Gop asks nothing of them, but out of that 
H Abundance which he himſelf has given them, 
e what they either cannot, or will not uſe them- 
\ ſelves ; or elſe, by ſpending it upon their Sins, 
uſe ir only to their own Deſtruction. We might 
t well wonder, if any Single Perſon could be 


found, 
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found, of ſufficient Proof againſt all this Force 
chat Gop has uſed to bind this Duty of Charity 
upon him; had not Experience furniſh'd us 
with too many Inſtances. But ſure it can be 
no Wonder, if a Camel may go through the 
Eye of a Needle, as eaſily as ſuch a Ric Man 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
"He it is, that is Author of all the Miſery che | 
Poor endure; and of the Diſhonour that re- 
dounds from thence ro Gop, by fraudulently 
detaining in his own Hands what Gop only 
ttuſted hum with-for the Supply of their Wants. 


Gen. mike, But Hall not the Judge of all the Earth 


25· 


do right? Yes, He will. There is a Time to 


de, when he will ſufficiently vindicate his 


own Honour, and abundantly make up the 
Wants of his iyur'd Seryants in rhoſe Regions 
of Bliſs, where the Cruel, the Covetous, and 
Oppreſſor will never come. A Scene of this 
righteous Diſtribution is by our Saviour won- 
derfully laid open before our Eyes, in the Pa- 


Luke xvi. Table of the Rich Man and Lazarus. | There 


19, &C. 
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we may behold the Man who in this Life was 
cloathed in Purple and fine Linen, and farel 


ſumptuouſly every Da, in the midſt of Flames 


in Hell; and the Beggar that was laid at 
his Gate, deſiring only to be fed with the 
Crumbs that fell f om his 2 „ but was 
deny d them, meeting with no Charity there 


but from the Dogs that lick'd his Sores; 


conducted by Angels into Abraham's Boſom : 
This, at Reſt 124 Eaſe, out of the Reach of 


tarther 


— 
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farther Want; the other, in the Anguiſh of his 
Soul, begging but for a Drop of cold Water, 
and begging it in vain. Oh diſmal Change of Luke xii. 
State! little thought of, when enlarging his 9. 
Barns, he ſaid to his Soul; Soul, thou haſt 
much Goods laid up for may Tears ; take 
thine Eaſe, eat, drink, and be merry. That 
Condition which was then eſteem d ſo great a 
Felicity, can't now be look d back upon but 
with Horror, though brought to his Remem- 
brance in the moſt gentle and tender Terms. 
All that Abraham ſays, is this, Son, remember 
that thou in thy Life-time receivedſi thy 
good Things, and Lazarus likewiſe evil || 
Things. What he once enjoy d and ſo much 1 
valued, now only ſet before his Eyes, as paſt 1 
and gone, could not but ſharpen all his preſent | 
Pains. He ſaw and felt, what Abraham ad- 1 
ded, to be true; Lazarus comforted, and ' 
himſelf tormented : And, to cotnpleat his =! 
Miſery, was told, that chere was an unpaſlable | 
Gulph fixed between them. "3 
I need detain you with no farther Applica- 
tion; this Parable may be ſufficient ; which 
contains two molt obvious Leflons to the mean- 
eſt Capacity; one, of Content to the Poor, 
another, of Fear and Caution to the Rich; by 
repreſenting to them ſeverally the great Change 
that each of their Conditions is capable of in 
the next Life. The Poor Man will know on 
whom to charge his Miſery, and bear it with 
Patience and Submiſſion, till the righteous Judge 
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of all the Earth ſhall in due Time repair the 
-Trjuries he has' ſuffered. - And the Rich Man, 
may ſee · the Vanity of truſting in that Wealth 
which may be the ver Meat of ig Is him 
to endleſs Torments; he may diſcover 
take in thinking Meta) altogether his own, _ 
' the Danger of an Unfaithful Steward of them; 
Luke xv together with the Wiſdom of making F riends 
9: "of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, that 
- when he fails, they may receive him into 
. Everlaſting Habitations. And that this Para- 
ble may have the Effect upon us all, which our 
Saviour deſigtrd it ſhould have upon his Audi- 
tors, vir. that we may learn how to avoid 
coming into this Place of Torment : Let us call 
to mind, that we are not to expect One to riſe 
from the Dead to teſtify unto us, we have 
Cn ST. and ma pee let us hear them: 
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6 TY verily, 1, ſay unto. you, Y e 


 ſoever you ſhall : ack the 'Father in 
my Name, he will give it yore. 520 


H E Diſcourſe which our Sariour had 
Voith his Diſcif ples a little before his Paſ- 
ſion, is Woehe at large by. St. John; 
in which, at Ver. Iz. of this Cha 

ter, he tells them, He had many "Things to yu 
unto them, but they could uot bear them then; 


but that he left them to be inſtructed by. the 


Spirit of Truth, whom he Jones, to ſend 
to them. And it is very evi 

not yet think fit to lay open .* myſterious 
Deſign of his Death, and his Victory over it: 
For the Apoſtles Were not more grieyed at That, 
than they were (arprized ar his eren 
They all received the News of it from M. 


Magdalene and the other Women, as Idle Luk xxir. 


Tales, and believed them not: And one of 
them, 


hat he did * © 


80 


Luk. xxiv. 
21. 
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them, when he ſaw him after he was riſen, 
would not 9 the Teſtimony of orie Senſe, 


till twas copfirme ed by thar of another. 80 Cler- 


phas, when his E yes were holden, as not to 


knqw whom he ks ro, told our Lon hin- 
ell the Nets of his Death, without. mepti 


nm 
any farther Expectations from him; but 45 
ſponding ſaid, we trufted that it had been He 
which Foul have redeemed Iſrael. 

Thus we ſee the Diſciples Se were 
as yet poſſeſſed with the common Error of the 
Jeu, who had none but Temporal pegs 
tions from their Meſſiah: They thought t 
a mighty Conqueror; Early C Grandeur, Vic- 
tory and Triumphs filled their Heads, not in 
the leaſt dreaming of the more noble Conqueſts 
ol, the Croſs, by. which not only the ap. 


: Nation, hat. all Mankind was reſcued from 


ver. 6. 


* yranny of their worſt Enemies, Sin and Death. 
Nor ben theſe were all their Hopes, bar 
could be more ſurpriſing or melancholy News, 
than to hear on a Sudden, that the Perſon in 
whom Was all their Truſt, was to die and leaye 


them bet . any Step was made towards the 


9 great Work: Well might their 
arts be Filled with Sorrow, as our 5 
obleryes; and well might their Aﬀections- now 
grow. Cold, and their Eſteem very much abate 
bor this imaginary Deliverer, 4 was him If 
ſo quickly to be caſt inc ne Soom, By ſon 
of Mankind, 


- 
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in this Diſcourſe, to keep up their Hearts un- 
der this melancholy Paper, and at he fame 
Time to preſerve his own Honour with rhem. 
And certainly nothing could more effectually 
anſwer both thoſe Ends, than what is contain- 


ed in the Words of my Text; Verily, Veri 


Ly, 
1 fay unto vor, what ſoever you ſhall ast 115 5 


Father in my Name, he will give it ou. 
They were indeed to part with their Loxp 
and Maſter: But what could they want in his 
Abſence, if an Almighty Power was ready to 
vive them whatſoever they Asked? Their Me/- 
ſiah obtained not the expected Redemption of 


Iſrael, nor acquired any Lawrels or Crowns 


for himſelf: But was to be taken from them, 
in the fame poor deſpis'd Condition he lived 
wich them, not without the additional infamy 
of a Malefactor: But was not his Intereſt in 


Gop, and that Love and Eſteem expreſſed to 


him by the King of Heaven himſelf, in grant- 
ing to his Servants for his Sake alone, whatſo- 
ever they asked; infinitely a greater Honour 
to him, than the nobleſt Atchievments upon 
Earth, or the fading Glories of any Crown? 

Ihe unlimited extenſiveneſs of this Promiſe, 
has N ſome to think, that as it wm made 
to the Apoſtles upon this particular and ſorrow- 
ful Ocean ſo * to be underſtood to re- 
late Perſonally to them, or at moſt to belong 
only to Chriſtians in the Infant State of the 


Church, which call'd for more peculiar Aſſiſ- 
"hs 
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Now twas the whole Deſign of our LoD 
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tance from Heaven. But when we conſider What 
mighty Efficacy is attributed to Prayer, evety 
where in the inſpir d Writings, but more eſpe- 
cially by CnxIsr himſelf; and that, in as ful, 
comprehenſive and unlimited Terms, as the 
Words of my Text, there ſeems no Need of 
any ſuch Limitation, but that all Chriſtians may 
now depend upon the Promiſe with as much 
Aſſurance as the Diſciples themſelves, who had 
it from our Saviour's own Lips. For our Lox, 
in his Sermon on the Mount, which was preach- 
edd to all his Followers, ſays as expreſſly, Ast 
and it ſhall be given you, for Every one 
that Asketh recerverh ; Indefinitely, as to 
the matter of our Prayers, Ask and it ſhall 
be given you; and without any Excepticn 
to the Perſon praying, for Every one that 
Asketh receiveth. 85 alſo at another Time: 
Mat. xx. for all Things, whatſoever you Jhall Ask'in 
Prayer, believing, pu ſhall receive. And 
the Reaſon why we have it not, St. James tell 

Jam. iv. 2. us, ig only, becanſe we ack not. It will be 
needleſs to bring more Authorities to prove a 
Promiſe, which is as clearly deliver d, as any 

one Word in the whole Bock of Gop. The 

only Difficulry will be, how to reconcile it with 

our own Experience. The Lives of Chriſtians 

for the moſt part are as directly oppoſite to thoſe 
heavenly Graces which are the Gifts of Gov, 

as Light and Darkneſs: Let us but view dt. 

Pauls Catalogue of the Works of the Fleſh, 

and the Fruit of che Spirit: The Works 25 h 

; h, 


Mat. vii. 
7. 8. 
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craft, Hatred, Variance, Emulation, Mratb, 
Strife, Sedition, Hereſy, Envyimgs, Mur- 
ders, Drunkenneſs, and the like. But the 
F, uit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentlene ſe, Goodneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance, Now we ſhall not 
ſooner diſcover which of theſe Catalogues is 
made up of thoſe Chriſtian Graces, which are 
the Subject Matter of our Prayers; than we 
ſhall perceive that the other exhibits to us the 
very Picture of the World, accurately drawn 
in the moſt lively Colours. 8 
What ſhall we ſay then? Is there not Truth 

in the moſt High? Does he raiſe the Expecta- 

tions of his poor Creatures, only to make them 

the more miſerable by a Diſappointment? Gop 


forbid: Ta, let Gop be true, and every Ron. iii, 
Man a Lyar; as it is written, that Thou“ | 


mighteſl. be Juſtiſyd in thy Sayings, and 
mighteſt overcome when thou art Fuaged. 
Our Sayiour has expreſlly declared, and with 
a moſt ſolemn Aſſeveration, which he was wont 
to uſe upon ſome ſpecial Occaſions, That Gon 
will give uns what ſdever we agb: 5 
herefore reſt entirely ſatisfied that Gov is al- 
ways ready to hear the Prayers of Chriſtians, and 
to grant their Requeſts; without any Reſerve, 
without any Exception. Verihh, Veraly, I ſay 
unto you, what ſoever you ſhall ask the Fa- 


ther in my Name, he will give it ou. 


G 2 But 
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Fleſh, fays he, are Adultery, Fornication, © © 
Uncleannef3, Laſitviouſneſs, ldolatry, Witch- pus. | 
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hut as extenſive and poſitive as this Promiſe 
s, we muft not forget that there is an indil- 
penſible Condition annexed to it. Our Prayers 
muſt be put up in the Son's Name, if we ex- 
pect the Father ſhould hear them. 
Now in Order to ſet this whole Matter in 
a clear Light, it will be neceſſary to make thele 
three Enquiries; | 
I. Fir, Why our Prayers myſt be offered 
up in the Name of Chris; © ¾ñ 
II. Secondly, What Prayer ſtriftly ſo call. 
ed, or Petition, is; 

III. Thirdly, What is the proper Subject 
Natter of it. | „ 
And when theſe three Particulars are ſuffi 
ciently explained, I hope it will appear, that 
in all Gop's Dealings with us, this Promile is 
ſtrictly made good; and that all Obyections a- 
+ ea it, will of themſelves fall to the Ground, 
1 am to require, 

I. Firſt, Why, our Prayers muſt be offered 
up in the Name of CHRIST, As great a Di- 
tence as there is between God and Man, the 
Maker and the Work of his Hands, Sin had 
made this Diſtance infinitely greater. He that is 
of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, mult 
of Courſe baniſh the Sinner from his Sight: 
And this was the deplorable Condition of fallen 
Man. The Daring Sin of our firſt Parents in 
tranſgreſſing a poſitive Command given them 
by Gop himſelf in Perſon, had involy d all Mau- 
kind in Guitt! And no Wonder when all 1 

a | 


kind thereby had ſinned. For They themſelves 
tho but two, at that Time were all, Man- 
kind. The Number of Individuals in this Caſe 


is not material: Be they more or leſs; if they 
all offend, the whole Kind is manifeſtly guilty. 


Let us ſuppoſe if you pleaſe, that Gop had en- 
ter d into no Covenant with Man, till the whole 
Earth was peopled, but that He then required 
of them Obedience to one ſingle Command 


on Pain of Death: In this Caſe I ask, would 


not this be a Covenant with all Mankind? And 
if every one of theſe had tranſgreſſed, would 
not all Mankind be guilty? And after That, 
could an Immortal Man be born into the World? 
I preſume no Body will fay it; And yet this is 
the ſame Caſe, as that of Adam and Eve: For 
it cannot be denied, but that their Tranſgreſ- 
ſion was as Uniyerſal, though the Tranſgreſſors 
were not ſo numerous. And whenever a whole 
Species is mentioned, the Nature of the Thing 
requires, that not only the preſent Individuals 
now exiſting, but all thoſe that ſhall hercafter 


ariſe, ſhould be. underſtood: as included. And 


this is nothing but what is common to all Flux 
Bodies, ſuch as Societies of Men, which are in 
conſtant Motion: For tho the Individuals are 


thereby every Moment alter'd, the Society is 


permanent and ſtill the ſame; Governed by the 
lame Laws, Enjoying the ſame Right, N 
of the fame Benefits, and Subject to the ſame Loſ- 
{cs and Puniſhments. And it is abſolutely impoſ- 
ible to be otherwiſe. So that they who will 
nat allow all ſucceeding Generations to be con- 

| FV cerned 
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cerned in that Covenant which G o made 
with Man in Paradiſe; will find themſelves 
compelled to maintain this great Abſurdity, 
That it was impoſſible for Gop ro enter into 
any Covenant with Man at all. 

hut it is not my preſent Buſineſs to proſecute 
this Argument; it being enough to ſhew, that 
Man was in a State of Sin, an Object of Gop's 
Hatred and Wrath, and therefore could expect 
no, Kindneſs from him. Yer the Promi in my 
Text is the greateſt, Act of Grace imaginable. 
How happy would that Subject think him- 
ſelf, whole Prince would deny him nothing! 
How would his fellow Subjects envy him this 
fruitful Favour, which would bring forth all 
hat is in the Prince's Power to give! And 
yet it is no more than what the Loxp of Hea- 
ven and Earth, King of Kings who has all thar 
is in both of them to beſtow, has promiſed his 
poor Creature, Man. His Caſe therefore no 
doubt is quite alter'd; his Sin is forgiven, and 
he is reſtored to the Love and Fayour of Gop. 
But to work this mighty Change was not in 
Man's own Power. Bis Sin not only ſet Gop 
at diſtance from Him, but alienated his own 
Heart and Affections from Gow; It diſabled 
the Will from deſiring that Mercy, which it 
made Him want; and if his Sorrow could have 
made his Peace, yet his obſtinate and obdutate 
Hcart was not diſpoſed to yield fo ſmall a Satis- 
faction. But alas! A great deal more is required 
ro reconcile a Sinner to his offended Gor. His 
Merch, "is true, is Infinite; bur fo are all ” 
Other 


* 
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other Attributes; His Juſtice, His Holineſs, | 
and His Truth: and Sin can never be pardoned. 


but in a way conſiſtent with the utmoſt Perfec- 
tion of them All, and the Honour alſo of Gos 


own Soyereign Di But to find out a Me- 
thod which woul, correſpond to all the Exigen-- 
cies of this Caſe, was infinitely beyond the Capa- 


city of any Created Being: It required a com- 

Lag dge of the divine Na- 
ture, and therefore None but Gop himſelf was 
able to contrive or effect it; as the incompre- 
henſible Myſtery of our Redemption in Fact 
has ſhewn..., We find no lei was neceſſary than 
to take the Manhood. into Gop;: By which in- 
cable Union there aroſe a Perſon, every Way 
qualified to undertake. this Beat Work, and ef- 


pleat and adequate Know 


fectually to negotiate a Peace between GOD 
and Man; a Perſon holy enough to merit Gop's. 
Favour to us by a perfect Obedience; weak e- 
nough to ſuffer Puniſhment for our Sins; and 
of Digni enough to ſtamp ſuch a Value upon 
thoſe Sufferings, as to make them an ample Sa- 
tisfaction to the Divine Juſtice. In ſhort, fach. 


an High-prieſt as became us, who is Holy, Heb. vii. 
Hamel, Vnde filed, Separate from Sin-*% 7. 


nere, and made Higher than the Heavens, 
who needeth not daily, as thoſe Hrgh-prieſts, 
to offer up Sacrifice, firſt for his own Sins, 
end then for the Peoples: For this he did 
once when he offered up Himſelf. | 
And this Perſon was Jesus CRISr, our ever; 
heit Saviour and Redeemer, by whoſe Blood 
G 4 being 
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being cleanſed from out Sins, andin whoſe Righ« | 
Wh: being cloathed, we have kind Recep- 
tion af the Throne of Grace ; and for that 
Cauſe we are with great Reaſon obliged to pre- 
(ent our Petitions there, in his moſt prevailing 
Name. 1 | 

Nov it can = no Vines a Wander, that 
Gov is fo ready to hear the Prayers of Man; 
Man, now in higheſt Favour with him. Gov 
is Eſſential Love, which muſt be active and 
fraitfitl in Beneficence; and the higheſt Excel- 
lency muſt be void of all Envy, Sclfiſhnels, and 
Tenacity; and then rhe Riches of his Geodnefs | 
are. without Bounds, as well as his Mercy ever- 
laſting. So that nothing can be conceived, but 
Incapacity that can deprive any of his Creatures 
from partaking of his Bounty. And Gop ſeems 


to delight chiefly to be diſtinguiſh'd by ſuch 


Characters as beſt repteſent his gracious Diſpo. 


See Exod. ſition to us. He is call'd the Gop of Love 


KXXN1V. 6, 


and Peare, of Hope and Patience; of all 
Grace, of all Conſolation; the Father of Pi. 
ties, rich in Mercy, full of Bowels 5 Love 


and Goodneſs t ſelf. 


And can this Go p deny any thing to his 


| poor Creature, Man, fo full of Wants, and fo 


deſtitute of all Help, bur from Him; when he 
lies proſtrate before him, owning his Depen- 
dence upon him, and implorin his Aſſiſtance: 
Thar is, uſing the very Means that Gop himfelf 
has ordain'd to Wa Bleſſings from him, hum: 


ble Prayer and Supplicarion 3 And when theſe 
| Prayers 
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Ptayers are offer d up to him, in the Name of 
his own beloved Son, in whom he is well pleas 
ſed? And when this beloved Son is, as it were, 


a Party iti the Cauſe, and his unlpotted Life 
and ' meritorions Death, are pleaded fot us: 2 
Can infinite Goodneſs, 1 ſay, ſhut its Eats to 
ſuch Addreſſes, put up in the vety Manner he 
has preſcribed, and fo powerfully recotntnended? 
No; He never dich «hd never will.” But * 
it Vale, 

II. Secondly, To Wente Whar eg 
ftriftly fo call'd, or Petition is: And ar alt 
Appearance this may ſeem a vety frivolous En- 
quiry. Every one will be ready to ſay, he 
knows very well what he means when he asks 
any thing; viz. he makes known his Deſite 
of what - wants, in order to obtain it. This 

is very true, and ſufficient for our preſent Pur- 


poſe, but not generally f ſo well conſider d as it 


ſhould be. 
Fot ſtom hence it is very V wandt der td 


pray for what we do not fa is. a direct Con+ 
tradiction. The only 'Uſe of Words is to in- 
terpret our Mind, and when they fall of chat, 
they are but an empty Sound, and can de- 
80 only thoſe who cannot ſee into the Heart. 
Prayer rho being rhe Si gnification of a Deſire 
in our Mind; Words He, but the groſs material 
Part of it (neceſſary only on account of our 
Compoſition of Fleſh and Spirit) but without 
all Senſe, unleſs animated Ak that Deſire, 
which is the very Life and Soul of mages 

or 


* 


. 2 


—— 


For whatſoever Meaning, ſuch Words may in- 
themſelves import, they are no more the Pray- 
ers of that Man that utters them, than a rotten 
Carcaſs is a living Man. In our Petitions to 
Men, chis Caſe very rarely happens, but in our 
Prayers to Gop, I am afraid it will appear too 
frequent. Does not our Saviour ſay to the 
Mat. xy, Scribes and Phariſces. Ze Hypocrites, ell 
„did laias: prophecy of you, ſaying, this Peg. 
ple draweth nigh unto me with their Mauth, 
and honoureth' me with their Lips; but 
their Heart is far from me. Hence it is, 
that when our own Experience and Matter of 
Fact, ſeem inconſiſtent with the Promiſe in my 
Text, upon a due Examination we may often 
find ourlelves in à great Miſtake; and inſtead 
of Gop's not hearing our Prayers, it may ap- 
pear that we did not make them: As will more 
fully be ſhewn, when we have. proceeded ro, 
the third Enquiry propoſed, and come to apply 
what ſhall have been ſaid to the Solution of 2 


III. 2% iran, To enquire what is t x Profs 
Subject Matter of Prayer. And this alſo may 
ſeem as frivolous an Enquiry as the former, for 
the Anſwer is as obvious, and may be return d 
in this ſhort Queſtion; Did ever any Man deſire 
Evil? No, certainly: But then, again, the Con- 
ſequences of this plain Truth, are not ſufficient- 
ly attended to. —_— | WT CITE 5 105 
Deſire being of the very Eſſence of Prayer, 
nothing RET can be the Subject Matter of it, | 


bur 


QI rd ono MO 


Indifferent, but ate capable of being made ei- 
9. | ther 


of chat Self-Love which Gop has planted in 
all Creatures, as abſolutely neceſſary for their 


Preſetvation. And 'ris as impoſſible for a Man 


to covet or deſire any thing that is bad and 
hutrful, as it is for him to hate himſelf; for, in- 
deed, That is but the ſame Thing in other 
Words. Every Man's general Intention then is, 
by his Prayers to obtain what is good for him; 
and when deſcending to Particulars he happens 
to ask what may be hurtful, 'ris always through 
Error and Miſtake, by reaſon of the Imperfection 
of his Underſtanding; which in many Caſes can 


reach no farther than the outward Appearances 


of Things, but cannot penetrate into che Na- 


ture of them, or ſee far enough to diſcern all 


cheir Conſequences. So that Evil can never be 


pray d for, but under the Diſguiſe of Good; and 


as ſoon as ever That is ſeen through or taken off, 
it becomes of courſe the Object of our Hatred 
, . CU TTIN 

It would be needleſs, were it poſſible, to take 


all Good Things particularly into our Conſide- 


ration; it being ſufficient to obſerve, that they 
will be all found compriſed under one of theſe 


two general Heads: Either, %, Thoſe that 


are Good abſolutely in their on Nature, and 
therefore eternally and immutably Good ; or, 
ſecondly, thoſe Ar in their own Nature are 
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but what is the proper Object of Deſire; and | 
That, every body will own, can be rorhing bit 
what is Good. This is a natural Confequence 
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ther Good or Bad by the Difference of Circum- 
ſtances. Of the 5ſt Sort, are Pardon of Sin, 

the Grace of GO D, and Eternal Life; and 
whatever is neceſſary co lead to, or make up 
the Felicity of it: Of the cond, are Riches, 
Honour, Health, Beauty, and their Contraries, 
and whatever elſe attends only this ſhort Life; 
which is ſo very ſmall a Part of our Exiſtence, 
that the Goodneſs or Badneſs of theſe muſt be 
eſtimated, not from what we perceive of them 
here, but only from the Influence they may 
have on our Eternal State; which is generally 
very conſiderabſeG. r 
Ijhe firſt of theſe, being eternally and immu- 
tably Good, are eternally and immutably the 
Object of Deſire; and ar all Times, in all Sea- 
ſons, and under all Circumſtances, are to be 
pray d for without any Reſerve, or without any 
tacit Condition. But the ſecond Sort, not be- 
ing abſolutely Good, but depending entirely 
upon Circumſtances to make them fo, and that 
being utterly out of our Power to judge of; muſt 
always be pray d for with this Condition either 
expreſs d or imply d, Provided they may be 
Good for us. For otherwiſe we may not be 
© conſiſtent with ourſelves, and our particular Re- 
queſts may prove directly contrary to our gene 
ral Intention, which is always to obtain . 
thing Good for us. But how theſe Things of 
ſo mutable and uncertain a Nature may in the 
End prove, is not more unknown to us, than 


certainly foreſeen by Gop : So that as no Man 
5 ud 
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in his right Senſes can deſire any of them, but 
upon Suppoſition that they will be for his Good; 
ſo he cannot reaſdhably pray for them but with. 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop, becauſe He . 


alone is able to judge of That. l 
| Now as for the firſt Sort of good Things, 
Spiritual Bleſſings; That which makes them 
always the juſt Object of our Deſire, diſpoſes 
Gop too always to give chem us, their immu- 
table Goodneſs : For no poſlible Reaſon can be 
aſſigned, why Gop ſhould with-hold any Good 
from Man now reſtored to his Favour, that is 
ſuitable ro his Narure, and conducive to his 
Happineſs, if apply ro in ſuch a Manner as 
he bimlelk has directed. But yet for our Satiſ- 
faction in this Particular we are not leſt only to 
the Deductions of our own Reaſon, which may 
often lead us into Error, but muſt always leave 
us in the Dark, when without the Help of Re- 
velation it preſumes to pry into a Subject ſo 
much above its Reach, as the free Determina- 
tion of the Divine Will: But for our farther 
Aſſurance, Gop has obliged himſelf to give us 
theſe Things, by the very Articles of the new 
Covenant; condeſcending thus, as it were, ro 
make his Truth and Juftice, Security for his 
Goodneſs. In the Proſecution of this Argu- 
ment, it may ſuffice to inſtance but in one of 
thoſe Spiritual Bleſſings before mentioned, v7z. 
the Grace of Gop, becauſe upon this alone all 
others whatſocyer do depend. | 


* 
* 
my 
4 * 
—— 
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By the Grace of Gop is here meant, the 
Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit to enable us to live 
ſuch a. Life as the Goſpel Covenant requires. 
Now. This, I fay, God is obliged b hs Dogs 
nant to give us; or elſe in the fallen State of 
Man he would require Impoſſibilities, which 
neither his Goodneſs, Juſtice, or Wiſdom would 
permit. That Strength therefore which by 
Nature is wanting, Gop has engaged to ſupply 
by Grace: And nothing is more certain, than 
that Gop will moſt faithfully make good his 
Part of the Covenant, if Man does not fail in 
the Performance of his. But in the Caſe be- 
fore us, the Duty on Man's Part is actually per- 
formed: For Prayer is the very Means which 
Gop himſelf has appointed whereby his Grace 
muſt be obtain d; and it allo implies in its very 
Nature, ſuch a willing Diſpoſition of Mind as is 
requiſite for a due Reception of ir. Now, 
when Man has done all that is required of him 
by Gop, and all that is in his Power to do, in 
order to obtain what he wants; and there is 
not only a Diſpoſition in Gop, but an Obliga- 
tion allo. upon him by Covenant to give it, 
there is no Pollbiley of a Diſappointment. We 
may therefore aſſuredly conclude, that whenever 
we ask theſe Spiritual Bleſſings of the Father in 
.CnxisT's Name, He will moſt certainly give 
NR ͤ PE 
lf it be demanded here, why the Gift of 
Gop's Grace then is not more conſpicuous in 


the Lives of Chriſtians, who every Day pray 


than we ourſelves. He cannot 


calls him upon this Occaſion. {2 
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for it? The Anſwer, from what has been ſaid, 


is very obvious: It muſt be from the Treachery 


of their Heart, a ſecret Love of Sin, and an A- 


verſion to the Influences of Gop's Holy Spirit, 
which lies lurking there, and vacates all their 
Prayers; forbidding in Truth and Reality what 


they only outwardly and in Appearance asked 


for. Gop underſtands every Motion of our 


Souls and Inclination of our Wills, as well as 


the loudeſt Voice; and 1s fad to be Greater 


them better 
erefore be im- 
ed upon by Words, and miſtake our verbal 
equeſts for our mental Deſires, which is all 
that he attends to in our Devotions; being ver 
truly Cordis non Vocix Auditor, as _ Grin g En 


than' our Hearts, as kno 


_ 


And if Men would b more nar- 
rowly into their own Hearts, they would find 
this to be evidently the Caſe: Are their Deſires 


followed with xheir ſincere Endeavours? If they 
are not, they may conclude their Deſires are 


not ſincere. Does not every Man who has a 
real Mind to any thing, preſently employ all his 
Skill to find out the moſt proper Means to 
accompliſh it, and then vigorouſly: ſet about 
the: Work? Ask the Ambitious, Covetous, or 


Voluptuous Man, why he wants the Honour, 
Welch or Pleaſure he deſires?' He will not an- 


ſwer, tis for want of his own Endeayours, but 
only for want of the Succeſs of them: Which 


1 perhaps upon the Concurrence 


of 


” 
. 1 . 
. — . 
q 
* - 
* 
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ol other Perſons, upon che Kindneſs of che 
22 and Sen, or the more uncertain. Fayqur 
eat Men; upon the Event of a Battel, or 
kad other Accidents over which he had 
"wh Influence. But che Caſe before us, is quite 
different: In the Purſuit of Virtue, the Conſent 
of the Will is all that is neceſſary. It depends 
| : upon no Accidents: from withour,, bur is en- 
1 tirely in qur Power, and the Will is chat Pow: 
| erz; and therefore if hearty in th Cauſe, no 
Power ori Earth, or of Hell itſelf can defeat ys. 
For all che reſt of our natural Powers are under 
' the arbitraty Direction of the Will: It bids 
= the Hand to. do this, and it does it; It bids the 
| 7 Underſtanding take this into Conſideration, 
RS and it takes it. What Indlination can it not 
check? What Appetite can it not reſtrain? 
Wer ballen can it not ſubduc or moderate? f 5 
And what Faculty of our Soul or Member of m 
our Body is not obſequious to it? Tis that Soye- je 
reign Power that governs all wichin, and is irſelf I if 
free from all Force without: Even its Maker in. 
nevet breaks in upon its Liberty, in any of out co 
moral” Actions: All which: receive their very 
Bonity or Malignity only from this Ruling Fa- 
culty of the Soul: From whence it demonſtta- 
- _ follows, that where Wickedneſs ptevails, 
thoſe heavenly Graces that ſhould form a Chri- 
- ſtian's Life, and the friendly Motions of Go 
Holy Spirit which ſhould produce them, cannot 
poſſibly at the ſame Time have che Approba- 
tion of the Will: The Sin diſcovers on which 
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Side That is already engaged, and ir can no 
more take part with the Contrary, than a Bo- 


dy be in two Places at once. So that whatever 


outward Shew there may be of Devotion, how 
expreſſive and importunate ſoever the Words, 


and how warm ſoever the Affections may ſeem; 


if the Life continue wicked, there muſt want 
that Sinceripʒ in the Heart, which ſhould ani- 
mate our Prayers, and without which they are 
at beſt but as ſounding Braſs, and a tinkling 
Cymbal. Not to take Notice here of the Im- 


picty of ſuch hypocritical Addreſſes; which are 
a plain Mocking of Gop, and an Attempt, if 


poſſible, to deceive him: Well, therefore, may 
ſuch rotten Carcaſſes of Prayers be ſaid in Scri- 
pture to be an Abomination to the Loxp. 
Thus much of the firſt Sort of Good Things, 
Spiritual Bleſſings, which are eſſentially and im- 


mutably Good, and therefore always the Ob- 


x& of our Deſire, and always given us by Gop, 
if ſincerely pray d for. The other Sort of a more 
inconſtant, mutable Nature come now to be 
conſider'd. | eo 
And here the Caſe is quite different from 
That before. There is no ' queſtion of our 


Sincerity when we pray for the Things of this 


World; our Affection for them is more real 


for them, there is no Danger that our Hearts 
ſhould: give our Tongues the Lye. Here alſo 
Cop is no leſs ready to grant our Requeſts : 

1 H 7. "08 


than it ſhould be, and too apparent to be diſ- 
puted: So that in our Applications to Heaven 


was I ae 
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Bur then it muſt be remembred, that the Un- 
certainty, as to us, of the Goodneſs of theſe 
Things, obliges us always to ask for them with 
"Submiſſion to the Will of Gop. From whence 
it is evident at firſt Sight, that whatſoever it 
ſhall pleaſe him to do for us in this Caſe, is'pre- 
ciſely to anſwer our Prayers, becauſe they leave 
it to him. | „ | 
But this, may ſome ſay, looks more like a 
crafty Way to evade an Objection, than to an- 
ſwer it. This, I confeſs, would be true, if 
Submiſſion to the Will of Gop were only an 
arbitrary Condition, and had no Foundation in 
the Nature of the Duty. But there are two 
undeniable Reaſons which make that Condition 
abſolutely neceſſary to accompany all our Pray. 
ers for the Things of this Life: One, with re- 
ſpect to ourſelves; and the Other, with reſpect 
to Gop. to 
Firſt, That with reſpect to ourſelves; which 
is the unfix'd Nature of them, by reaſon df 
which thoſe that we may prize as the mot 
valuable Bleſſings upon Earth, may prove the 
moſt fatal Evils; and on the contrary, thoc 
that may ſeem the greateſt Evils, may in the 
End prove the greateſt Bleſſings Gop could be- 
ſtow upon us. 5 
The Things of this World are of fo fickle 1 
Humour, that we know not where to haue 
them. Affliction and Sorrow ſometimes wil 
prove the | moſt wholſome Phyſick, and gi 
Proſperity no better than a Golden Ou. dl 


\ 
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Poiſon. Riches will ſo enamour the Heart and 
5 blind the Eyes of ſome Men, that rather than 
i part with the (ſmalleſt Mire, they will deny 
themſelves the Ule of thoſe Things for which 
only Money is valuable; and to ſuch certainly 
they are the moſt deplorable Poverty. The 
Souls of other Men they will inſpire with Ge- 
neroſity, and inflame with univerſal Charity; 2 
render them the daily Inſtruments of Good, 
and the Objects of all Mens Love and Honour: 
And when theſe Tabernacles of Clay fail, will 
provide incorruptible Manſions of Bliſs for their 
Reception. Thus we {ee the very ſame thing 
that will rob thoſe, of all the Comforts upon 
Earth, will purchaſe to theſe, Earth and Heaven 
too. Even a Jaol itſelt, which every Man will 
book upon with Horror, has been known to 
open a Way for ſome Men to Vittue, Learning, 
Wealth, and Honour: And they who have, as 
it were, began Life in this ſtrait and gloomy 
Dwelling, have by that very Means ended it in 
Palaces. Cruel Mrckings and Scourgings ; . 
to be deſtitute; afflicted, tormented; to „ 
ſtoned, ſawn aſunder; or ſlain with the 
Sword; have not the Appearance of very de- 
lirable Things; and yet there are thoſe Above, 
who have found more intrinſick Value in them, 
than in all the Pomp, and Grandeur, and Trea- 
ſure upon Earth. 2 3.8 8 : 

Things being thus; how is it poſſible for the 
wiſeſt Man to be ſure enough in his Choice, to 
put up uncondition'd Petitions for any of the 
8 Things 
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Things of this World May he not, when he 


thinks he asks à F3/ſþ, pray for a Serpent ? Or 


when for an Egg, a Scorpion? But would he 
be willing to receive a Serpent or a Scorpion ? 
If not; he ſecks, for his own Sake, the Necel- 


ſity of ſubmitting to the better Judgment of 


"God. So that this is not a Condition impoſed, 


but naturally arifing from rhe ſole End we aim 
at in all our Prayers; which without it may be 


directly contrary to our own Intentions. This 
Reaſon is of itſelf ſufficient ; but yer there is 
another, ! 50 
Secondly, Of no leſs Importance; and that 
relates to Gop. For otherwiſe we may ask for 
ſomething which may not be conſiſtent with 
the general Courſe of his Providence, or ſome 
5 Decree. The Chain that holds Cau- 
es and their Effects together is too fine to be 


diſcern'd by human Eyes, neither can we ſec 


what Diſorder and Confuſion in the Wotld may 
follow, if the ſmalleſt Link of it be broken. 


Beſides, all Events, even thoſe that may ſeem 


the moſt caſual, are under the Direction of Go, 
and many times ordercd to ſome great End of 


Providence; even Sin itſelf is ſometimes ſuffer d 


for the greater Manifeſtation of Gop's Glory 
in bringing Good out of it. Would-it not then 
be high Preſumption in Man, and great Rafh- 
neſs, peremptorily, without Submiſſion to hs 
Will, to ask of Gop ſuch Things as it may be 
he cannot grant without diſordering the whelc 
Scheme of his Providence, defeating ſome _ 


can never juſtify our praying for Deliverance up- 


pr ay'd for Dcliverance our of the Hands of the 


Brethren to Sell him; whereby he deſign d and 
© brought about, a greater Good to him and to 


who was bought with a Price and cartied a Slave 


Agony in the Garden, when his Soul was ex- 
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End of his own, and doing Violence to his Im- 
mutability? The ſoreſt Affliction in the World 


on ſuch Terms. There is no doubt but 70e 


ſhmaelites, and to be reſtored to his Father 
in Peace: But to grant this was not conſiſtent 
wich Gop's Purpoſe in permitting his wicked 


his whole Family. And. therefore this Man, Gen. xlv. 


into Egypt, tells his Brethren more than once, 
that he was ſent thither by Gop, and this very 
Thing by the Plalmiſt is number'd among the cp er. 
Works of his Mercy to 1/-ae/. 

But, above all, our Saviour's Practice reaches | 
us this Leſſon in the utmoſt Perfection. In his 


ceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death; when he 
lay ynder a very unuſual Burden, his Farher's 
Wrath, and the bitter Cup was prepared for 
him : He fell upon his Face, and pray d, fay- Mat xx] 
ing, O my Father, if it be paſſible, let this 39: 
Cup paſs from me; nevertheleſs, not as J 
Will, but as thou wilt. He knew very well 
what he had undertaken by the Decrce of his 
Father; but his humane Nature, though taken 
into the Divine, was (till ſo truly humane, that 
it ſhrank at the Performance, and could not but 
ak to be deliver d from it; but with the moſt 
profound Humility and abſolute Reſ ignation to 
K 3 | the 
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the Will of Gov. And ſoon after, as if u 
RecolleQtion he had ſeen, that the great 14 

delign'd by it, the Glory of Gop and Salvation 
of Man, could not {o well be accotnpliſh'd any 
other Way : He again, proſtrate before Gov, 

expreſſes his contented Acquieſcence in his good 
Plcafurc, not asking Deliverance any more, only 
faying, 2 my Father, if this Cup may not paſs 
away fr om me, except I drinb it, thy Mill be 
done. So perfectly well did Cunlsr5 Practice 
agree wich what he taught his Diſciples, viz, 
10 pray that Gop's Mill be done in Earth as 
"tis in Heaven. And certainly there cannot be 
a a more effectual Way to obtain what we ask of 
Cop, than to make his Will our own. _ 

I thall now mention very briefly ſotne few 
Inferences from what has been laid, 154 ſo con- 
ciude. 

Fir ſi, If it be he Cr Sake only that 
Gop hears our Prayers, being reconciled to us 
through his Blood; we may obſerve how milc- 

rably they deceive themſelves, who rejecting al 
divine Revelation, form a Scheme of Religion 
out of their own Heads, and take it for granted 
Gop will hear their Prayers. This is profeſ- 
ſedly without any Information from Gop, poli- 
tively | to declare how he will determine himſelf 
in a free Act; than which nothing can be more 
abſurd. This ar beſt would be uncertain to all 
Mankind: Bur we Chriſtians, who are not too 
proud to learn Gop's Will from himſelf, know 

it to be in Fact falle; and that wichout a Re- 
|  deemer 
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deemer the Prayers of Sinners would not be 
bean. 3 13 

Secondly, From hence may be inferred alſo 
the ſupereminent Dignity of Cur1sT's Nature, 
which muſt be proportionable ro. this tranſcen- 
dent Love of God expreſſed for him, in taking 
ſinful Man into his Fayour for his Sake alone. 
The moſt glorious or innocent Creature, is ſtill 
but the Work of God's Hands, and upheld by 
his Power; has nothing thar it can call its own, 
but the greater irs Excellencies, the greater is 
its Debt to the Bountiful Hand of its Creator, 
and can make no Returns but a gratetul Ac- 
knowledgment; all that it can do, is but its 
own Duty, by which it may indeed render it- 
{elf acceptable in the Sight of Gop, but is too 
unworthy to merit any Grace for its fellow 
Creatures. or 5 | 

Thirdly, From hence will alſo follow the 
great Abſurdity, as well as Impiety in praying 
to any created Beings, whether Angels or de- 
parted Saints. God not only gives us leave to 


come directly to himſelf, but for our Encou- 


ragement promiſes to give us whatſoever we 
ask. What Impudence and Folly is it then, 
to tell him we know our Diſtance better, and 
will not apply to him but by his Favourites; Is 


Man to complement thus with Gop ? Beſides 


it is to aſcribe incommunicable Perfections of 
Gop, to Creatures; Omnipreſence and Om- 
niſcience: and moſt highly injurious to CHRIST, 
who has taken upon him to be the one Media- 

H 4 dor 
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tor between Gop and Man; and that not only 
; of Redemption, but of Incerceſſion alſo; and of 
this Larter, only in Virtue of the Former: And 
v Joh. i. therefore we find them often joined together in 
, 2. Scripture; as by St. John, if any Man ſin, we 
Rom: vin. have an Advocate with the Father Ixsus 
34 _Cuxisr the righteous : And he is the Pro- 
Hb v. 23tiation for our Sits: on the like i in eye 


ral other Places. 
 Fourthly, If our Words be not our Pn 
but only fo far as they are expreſſive of the ſin- 


cere Deſire of our Hearts: The Abſurdity of 
b praying in an unknown Fee is ſelf· evident. 
Fifthh, We ſhould alſo hence learn to follow 
P:ov. ivy. the Wiſe Man's Advice, and keep our Hearts 
23. with all Diligence : That is to take ſufficient. 
Care, that in all our Communications with Go 
they may be ſincere. For Gop requires Truth 
| Pal i.5t. in the inner Parts ; ; He it 4 9 irit; and 
., muſt be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth; 
Toh. 424. 
Pal. cxlv. And he is only nigh unt them who call upon 
18. him in Truth. Since then our Prayers, which 
erte the only Means of obtaining Bleſſings from 
God, are of no Validity without this Truth 
and Sincerity of che Heart, it is very plain that 
Ont of it are the Iſſues of Life. 
S:xthly and Laſtly; If Gop is always ready 
to hear our Prayers and grant our Requeſts, a 
Chriſtian has a ſure Refuge to fly to in all Diff 
culties, and great Reaſon to be contented in all 
Conditions; having Infinite Wiſdom to chuſe, 
and Infinite Power to do what is beſt for him. 
Now to God, SS. SERMON 
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A Againſt Revenge. 


Ron. XII, 19. 


Dearly B eloved, avenge not Feldes; q 
but rather give Place umo Wrath: 


For it is written, Vengeance is mine; 
7 will repay faith the Lond. 
[ by the Voice of Nature to be Juſt | 
and Equal: The Stren h of all 
Laws, their Penalties, is built upon this Maxim, 
and every Man's Conſcience bears Witneſs to 
the Truth of it. Why elſe do the Wicked fly prov. = 
where no one purſueth, while the Righteous xxviii. l. 
Man who hath done no Wrong, ig as bold as 
a Lion? A remarkable Inſtance of this guilty 
Fear we meet with in Cain, the firſt injurious _ 
Perſon upon Record; who no ſooner had mur- 
dered his Brother, bur from a natural Senſe of 


the Equity of the Thing, preſently-apprehen- 


_ that every one that met ons WT kit] * iv. 
F . 


* 


HAT whoſoever doth Evil, ou 
to ſuffer Evil for ſo doing, is declared 
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And this natural Notion is abundantly con- 
firmed by the Words of my Text: Where che 
Apoſtle Drohibits indeed all private Revenge, 
without any Exception for the moſt provoking 
Injury, purſuant to that admirable Charity 
preached to Mankind by the moſt perfect Pat- 
tern of it, the Lamb * Gop who laid down 
his Life for his Enemies: But nevertheleſs he 
gives not the Offenders the leaſt Hopes of Im- 
r He takes the Cauſe out of our own * 

84 8, as is moſt fit, it being our own Cauſe; 
but then he does not remove all Vengeance out 

of the Way, but only tells us where it is lodged: 
And that is where it ought to be infinite more 
terrible to the Guilty; with Him, who has a 
Pal. i. 89. Mighty Arm, hich can neither be reſiſted 
nor aveided. Dearly Beloued, avenge not 
. yourſelves ; laue vather giue Place unto 
Wrath: Ha it is ritten, Veng cauce 1s 
mine; I will repay, faith the * * 2 
If any Thing here needs explaining, they ale 
theſe Words, Cive Place unto Wrath ; but 
the moſt and beſt Interpreters agree the Wrath 
here meant, to be the Wrath of -Gop, called 
ſimply Wrath, by Way of Eminence; for if 
the Reaſon why We may not 2 ourſelves 
be, becauſe Ven ce peculiarly belongs to 
Gop, whoſe Wrath. belides can we be obli- 

ged to give Place to: 


Before I proceed, it will be proper to obſerye 
that theſe Words, Vengeance is mine, are an 
Indefinite Propolton which in this Cale is e- 

a e 
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gulvalert to an Univerfal; ſo that the ven. 


geanct which G05 claims as his P | 
3s not here to be conſideted only with Relation 


to the ſingle Crime of doing wrong, which is 
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the Vengeance we are forbid to exetate; bur 


as it extends to All Sin and Wickedneſs, any 
Breach of bis Rightevts Laws. Ir is alſo 


| 8 5 = TO, that God's 8 10 


in as general 


. s to it: pb he ſays, . Fa 


on hn 7s 1 Ta Ctime excepted to which 
it can be due; ſo ke ys, I will repay, wich- 


out Exception to any Caſe ot Circarftances | 


3 So that Vengeance is not more 
ruhy His, than the Execution of it ceftain upon 
cally Juſt Provocation. 


Arid from hence it was, chat after the Sin of 


our firſt Parents, Satisfaction to Gopꝰs offended 
Juſtice, was neceſſarily to be made, before Man 


colid be reſtored to Gov's Favour. In che f- 
blowing Diſcourſe therefore, a particular Regard 

being Had to the, Occaſion of our aſetnbling 

rogether on this Day, 1 ſhall in the firſt Place, 


I. Firſt, Taking Vengeance in its tare 4 and 


- moſt exrenſive Senſe, endeayour to ſhew how 
and on whar Accbunt it does fo peculiarly 
belong to Gop; and that it is always executed 
by Him. 


II. Secondly, I ſhall conſider Vengeance i in a 
more Per reſtrained Senſe, as it relates 

only to Injuries done among Men, and ſhew 
in What manner that is decuted d by Gov. 
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II. Thirdly, I ſhall obſerve. how much ber- - 
ter it is for the World, that Vengeance does (6 
peculiarly belong to Go p, and that Men are 
not left at Liberty to avenge themſelves, 
IV. Fourthih and /afily, I ſhall obſerve how 
eaſily ſome Miſtakes may be rectified, which 
many have fallen into on Account of this great 
Duty of Chriſtians, not to avenge themſelves.” 
Firſt then, Taking Vengeance in its large 
and moſt extenſive Senſe, I ſhall endeayour to 
ſhew how and on what Account it does fo pe- 
culiarly belong to Gop; and that it is always 
executed by Him. r ĩð  - 
Voengeance is but another Word for Puniſh- 
ment, which always ſuppoſes the Breach gf 
ſome Law; and therefore the Execution of it, 
is an Act of Government, to preſerve the Au- 
thority of Laws, and to ſecure the Reverence 
due to them, without which they could never 
attain the End for which they are made. Ven- 
geance therefore muſt neceſſarily belong to 
God, who is the ſupreme Loxp and Goyer- 
nour of the World. And if we conſider in 
What this Dominion of Gop is founded, we 
| ſhall ſoon perceive that 1 e does not 
only belong to him, but is ſo a His, 
that it can belong to none elſe; ſor it is found- 
ed in his Creation of all Things. Beſides him- 
felt, there is nothing at all, but what is the 
© Work of his Hands, which muſt neceſſarily be 
\ ſubject to his Authority: Their very Beings are 
his Gift, and all the Powers of them muſt = 
n | | wet: 
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under his Direction. The Creator then is na- 
turally and e y a Governour; and Sub- 
on cleaves eparably to the dependent 

prion eaves fo that they are as naturally and 
eſſentially Subjects, and can never lay a juſt | 
Claim 24 any Authority or Power ” af : | | 
their own. Gop may make Uſe of ſuch of ß 
them as he pleaſes, as bis Miniſters, in the Go- = 
vertiment of Of. ele then the _ * 

ri exerciſe, an Vengeance at- 
0 is. ſtill Gov's. 3 God's 

1 ce; they Act by his Commiſſion, in 
6 tead, in his Behalf, and under his peculiar [| 
Ds 'Tis by me, Kings reign,” and prov. vii. | 
Princes decree Juſtice, ſays Gop himſelf. 5. 
And St. Paul tells us exprellly, there is no Rom. xiii. ( | 
Power but of Gon; the Powers that be are 
ordained of ' Gov, and conſequently, that to 
reſt them, is to reſiſt the Ordinance of Gov. , 
And for chis Reaſon Magiſtrates have been ho- 

noured with the Title of God's, even by Goo 

himſelf, 7 me ſaid 'y ye are 5 2 Nos 0 
encourage the es not to be afraid of the 

Face of Mes, Moſes tells them, he en * L 
is God's. And unleſs what is done by formal 
Proceſs in Legal Courts by the Hands of Nw. 
giſtrates, as the proper Miniſters of divine Ju- 
ſtice, may be properly called Gop's Act: how 
could CHRIST, Who was tried condemned and 
executed by a Judicial Proceſs under the No- 

man Governour of Fades, be ul to 0 puniſh- 
ed . 5 
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| Bop indeed and the Miniſters of his Juſtice, 
may have very different Ends in the Proſecution 
of a Criminal, and never ſo much as in the 
Cale mentioned. As a Mover, of Sedition; 
and a Traitor to Ceſar, the moſt innocent Man 
chat ever lived was upon falſe Qaths put to 
Death by Plate againſt his Confcienge; who 
nevertheleſs ſtood at the Barr in the Eye .of 


-; (Gov as the greateſt of Sinners, with no leſs | 


than the Sins of the whole World by his own 
Conſent laid upon him. And though Plate 
aimed at no more by his Death, than ſilencing 
the xeſtleſs Clamours of the Fetus; yet the pre- 
cCious Blood which was then pile upon the 
+Crols, was offered by CHR 1sT, and accepted by 
_ .Gob,.as 4 full, perfect, and ſufficient Sacr 
Nice,  Qblataqn and Satisfattion, for the Sins 
e the whole Morld, vis. ſuch an One as 
as pes es due to Gopꝰs offended Juſtice: 
* For Vindictive Juſtice being neceſlary- to Go- 
| | vernment, and Gop being naturally and eſſen- 
, -rially.a Governour, It muſt conſequently be a 
| natural and eſſential Property in Gop, which 
| uke all other ſuch Properties will always exert 
g iſſelf, when there is a proper Object to call it 
| | forth. And this overthrows the main Founda- 
tion of the Socinians reaſoning againſt the Sa- 
tisfaction of CHRIST'Ss Death. Vindictiye ſuſ- 
tice, ſay they, being no eſſential Property of 
ob, but the mere arbitrary Effect of his free . 
Will, to be executed or not at Pleaſure, there 
can be no Satisfaction neceſſarily due to 15 
, | : - 7 b 0D 
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reas in Truth, the divine Juſtice is not 
thus under the Power of Gop's Will, hut inſtead 
of that, Gop's Juſtice is the immutable Rule by 
which his Will is governed; and herein conſiſts 
the Holineſs of Gop's Will, that it cannot de- 
termine itſelf contrary to the moral Perfections 
of his Nature, but what his Wiſdom directs, 
his 'Goodnels 2 or his Juſtice requires, 
It always moſt freely chuſes. To illuſtrate this 
by a plain Inſtance, very appoſite to the pre- 
ſent Purpoſe: Suppoſing Sin once committed, 
God's Juſtice. demands that Vengeance be exe- 
cuted; his Goodneſs moves that the Perſon ſin- 
ning may be ſpared, and a ſufficient Subſtitute 
willingly taking the Guilt upon himſelf may be 
accepted in his Room; his Wiſdom qudges of 
the proper Seaſon, and all other Circumſtances 
accompanying ſuch a Tranſaction; to all which 
his Will at the ſame Time freely conſenting, 

the Event is accompliſhed without any jarring 
between the Divine Attributes. 8 

It would be endleſs to produce particular 
Texts to prove the certain and neceſſary Exc- 
cution of Gop's Vengeance againſt Sin: All 
thoſe Places of Scripture which declare Gop _ 
Juſt, and his Judgments Righteous; which re- 
preſent Sin as Odious and Deteſtable to him, 
and denounce his Wrath againſt it; prove 
as much for Wrath and Hatred in Gop, are 
ſuch an Averſation of his Will to every —_ 
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as is truly nothing 


2 hee. 
dhat is repugnant to the Purity of his 


b truly nothing elle bur a Will to puniſh: 
SPyßo that for Gop to hate, loath, and abhor Sin, 
5 | particular Caſe not to will the 

Puniſhment of it, though not in Terms, would. 
"yer in Reality be a downright | 
Is Gop of purer Eyes than to behold Tni- 

- quity, and muſt not the Sinner be banilh'd from - 


Contradiction. 


nhais Sight? and what is a greater Puniſhment? 


Fx.xxxiv. all exrols his Mercy 


6,7 


with his own Mouth, even where he moſt of 


: And the Loxp paſſed 
by before him, and proclaimed, The Lonb, 
| TheLoxp Gov, merciful and grac ious, lung 
- ſuffering, and abundant in Goodneſs and 
Truth, keeping Mercy for Thouſands, far- 


giving Inaquity,' Tranſzreſſion and Jin; 


and yet (for all this) that will by no means 
clear the Guilty. In which Words there ſeems, 
indeed, a moſt palpable Contradiction to ſtare” 


us in the Face. IS Gop fo merciful and gra- 


cious, does he forgive Iniquity, Tran 


and Sin, and yet will he by no means clear the 
Guilty? No, moſt certainly; as plain Fact will 
make appear: For from the firſt Entrance of 


Sin into the World to this Day, there has not 


been any one Inſtance of Gop's having 'cleat'd 


- the Guilty; The whole Hoſt of Rebellious An- 


gels were at once expell'd Heaven; and for the 


Tranſgreſſion of one 


poſitive Precept, all Man- 
kind were baniſn d Paradice ; and rhe Sins f 
the Very Ele& themſelves have been puniſh'd in 


cheir 


r v am. a oo 


— 
— 


0) AID 3 i I 


9 
x" S008 


youre 1 1 &. . FF > 


their Redbenter, ſo neeoſſary 


r „ OI +” 
. . 2 . 
. a * - 
#4 — oe iS 4 
* * 


F ⁰m T 


ee N 


was it thatrtheit 
Guilt-ſhould:be 1 Blood, che! 
fore they, could be cleared 62/701; 2:hare 
Os awful |Revetetice; and Arias . 
ment: the great Moſtery at Chee f d 151 
diſplay N otily bythe Goſpel cn 1 
3 Wrath of Gon d 
his Juſtice ſatisfed, the Autliority of his EAA 
vindicated, b the precious Blood of his Eternal 
Son, our Prdwys — we'Sinful Wrerches yaftis 
hed, that isi rendered: innocent in the Byerof 5 
the Law, by. the Im on of his unſp wh .:-.iov 
Ri dennen Thus Mereyand Truth bade lr. 
net together, RighteouſneſF and Peace have'® 
k:/s'd4 eachother; nd theſeitworArtiabates, 
which in theit umoſtExcent/feeta incomnparible = 
in a Governdur, Mercy: wot! nmr rn; wart ES 
nee 8 
— 


other 
—— ercynbe / Iiiſinite, rich cou rate: 
place we inflexible Tuſtite ſtood in Its} 
Way; nor could chat Juſtice be els than fact 
which was able ſo reſolutely to to keep its Ground, 
dotwithſtancing that Mercy did take place: 
Now can it be conceived that ſo wonderful 
2 Courſe; ſhould be takeri for the Salvatiom of 
Man, if Gop had bæort ar free Liberty to remir 
din as he pleaſed? Would the Etertail Son ον 
Gon), - ( teſs Image of his Farher, the 
ens of hi his Glory;! empty himſelf f his 
take humane Fleſſi, and 
1 8 i undergo the Hari and Cortempt of 


# Poverty, 


114 
Poverty, 


ment for them; for any other Cauſe, but che 


Heb. x. 


4, &c. 


Ver. 7⁴ 


Go b, -who 
| Death of a Sinner, 
become Sin only that he might die for it, if his 
Juſtice could havr boen ſatistied wich any meaner 
conud nut take! away Sin. And therefore it 
ä "= ook. puter e % do oby With: 


out of Nom. üli. where Ver. . St. Paul db 
ſeryes, chat Our: Unnighteouſh 


 Quras7 79 be u Propitiateon' for Sins, was 
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Aguinſi Revenge. 
take che Sius of all. Mankind apo 
him, be treated as a Malefactor, and die in Ter. 


eſſary of all, bis Father's Glory? Would 
delighterh not iti Sin, nor the 
buffer the Son of his Love to 


Sacribec? No, the Blood of Bulli au Gon 


was, that the Son ofter'd himſelf to his Father; 
aut, Lo Lume in the Volume 5 
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chat is, by the 
Puviſment ol it Gb Ainet is mani · 


the Roghteouftefs.'of:Gop;' 


feſted and b As in the ſhort Com- 
paſs of the 2 5 anf 26% Verſes, he twice re. 
pears, that the Reaſon why Gov» fer. forth 


to declare to the World N "ay 
meſs. 1 

Mies vie hart fon how Ned . * 
belongs to Gon, and that it ahwa cxe- 
cuted by him. Fam mow! te IS | 
II. Secondly, Tu confider V ap 
more:brnived Senſe, as it relates on 
done among en nd ber i has Manor 
chat is xray Gov. gud ot - 
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Every vn ener F F being an A k 
imjuſtice is à Breach of Gop's' Law, both as it 
8 implanted by him in the Nature of Man, atid 
enforced by poſitive Precepts uhder expteſs Pe. 
nalties; and chereſore muſt come under His 
judgment as Governour of the World: And 
the Perſon guilty is a Debtor to the Law, un- 
der a ne- Obligation to Puniſhment" as 4 
Sinner. But then in every Injury there b. 
two Perſons concetnedꝭ che Doer and the St 
ferer of it; the Vengeance due muſt have a Re 
ſpe& to both; for che Governour's Juſtice does 
not only oblige him to puniſh the Offender, but 
to do Righe to the Injured: $6 thar this latter 
is as ſute of Repatation, as the former of Pu- 
miſhment. Shall got the Fudge Of all the Gen. xviii. 
Earth do 'vight ? wus Abraham's Expoſtilas*5* 
tion with G0 in Behalf of 'th&Rightcous, and 
c wanred'Suceeſs only for wait of the Nen. 
But Gop; with WBom a thbuſand Year arg 
but as one Pay; docs hor always immediately 
ſtretch out his avefging Rt to call the Sinner 
to account, or plead ehe Cauſe of che Oppte 
ed. Thfivits may be the Reaſbiis for Süſpert- 
fon of Judgment, though got diſcertiible-by 
s. Gop' paring a Sinner forfome time maß 
ee the ſevereſt Puniſhment; by permittitig hit 
sv go on uoorrected bill he has filld ub the 
„ 4 Meaſure of his Iniquity: Or it may be a ſpecial 
ares Mercy, that by a timely Repentance he may 
nner I wert the Wrath of Go, and then by the 
brace of che Ne, Covenant his Redeemer's 
RE Ee Sufferings 
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Pſ. cxiii. 
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Againſt Revenge. 


; Sufferings will be accepted in full Diſcharge of 


this among the reſt of his Sins. On the other 
Side, the Sufferer, in the Sight of Gop, may 


have no Wrong done him, and endute. | 
but what He has providentially laid upon him 


in Mercy for his own Good: Either to awaken 
him out of a thoug htleſs Courſe of Sin; or to 

exerciſe his Faith Pg? Patience, in order to 4 
thoſe Graces ſhine out with the greater Luſtre, 
and im the End tu raiſe him from the Duſt 


and Dunghill, to ſet him with the Princes. 


| Bur however this may be, the proper Seaſon 
for Jultice, muſt be left ro God's infinite Wiſ- 
dom, which can no more err in timing it, than 
That, when executed, can be. deficient either 
in Weight or Meaſure. It might ſuffice to know, 


that there will be a Day when every Man; 


Account will be fairly ſtated, and the juſt Ba- 


lance of Right and — made up wich the 


whole World. The Violent and Oppreſſot, the 
bloody Murderer, and the no leſs cruel Slander- 


er, will then no longer triumph in their Impu- 


nity; nor the O ppreſſed, ſlain, or defamed, 
bewail their unredreſſed Wrongs. The Diſtance 
of this Day of Recompence will be abundantly 
made by the Weight of the Retribution on 
both Sides : The greateſt Sufferer will have no 
Reaſon to complain it comes too late, a al 
the Guilty will feel it come too ſoon. 


Neyertheleſs, in the Courſe of Goo" 8 1 


dence here below, there is often a tnore'imme- 


. Diſpenſation of Juſtice, and Gon does ok 
ye 
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Agamſt Rover. 


leave himſelf without Witneſs even in this World. 


What are all Magiſtrates; as has been ſhewn al- 


ready, but the Adminiſtrators of God's Juſtice 


here on Earth? His Guardians of Innocence, 


and Avengets of Wrong: All Coutts of hu- 
mane Judicature are as ſo many Cities of Refuge 
appointed by Gop for the Tryur'd to fly to, and 
at the ſame Time dreadfuł Tribunals where his 
Glittering Sword is btandiſti d againſt all the 
Diſturbers of Peace, and Invaders of Property: 

Thus it is that the Lok b, outwardly and viſi- 


bly, exec uteth Righteouſweſs and Judgment or ciii: 6. 


for all that are dp preſſid with Wrong. © 

But the Effects of GOpꝰs Juſtice are often- 
times no leſs diſcernible, though they proceed 
from the inviſible Hand of his Nee And 
though Gop raiſes up no Prophets now to tell 
the Murdeter, that where Dogs lick'd up the 
Blood he ſpilt, his Blood ſhould be lict d up 
by Dogs, yet the Vengeance that overtakes 
him a frequently no leſs plainly point out for 
what, and from whoſe Hand it comes. Many 
of the meſt wounding lnyuries always ſtrike their 
Blow in Secret: It is the Nature of ſome of 
them to require Darkneſs for a Covering, and 


the Guilty themſelves can be the only Witneſſes 


of the Wrong. An honeſt Man's good Name, 
may be ſiek unto Death by the Poi on of 75 
and he never know from what $ 3 


the Venom was fuck d in. In ſuch Caſes all 


humane Juſtice is truly blind, having no Eyes 
which will reach to ſuch Offenders : But this 
173 Defect 
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Very often the ſame Eyes which ſaw them 


pf xcvii. of our Sight. But this we are ſure of, that the 
Lon reignetb, and legs Clouds and wort 
Vl 


Againſt Revenge. 
Defect in his. Miniſters; is ſufficiently ſupplied 
Pi. exxxis, by the All- ſeeing Ey S of G0 D; He 2s about 


their Path by hoes their Bed, and ſpieth 
out «ll their Mays; nor is there a Word in 


any Tongue but 40, 0 Lord, thou bnoweſt it 
FORT; 


And able. are che Ways by which 
kick, ſecret Injuries are in as unſeen a Manner 


| IN; ged by him to whom Vengeance belongs. 


Riches uſually have ſwifter Wings than hoſe 
which are heap'd up by — d Fraud: 


make ſuch Haſte into che Miſer's Arms, {ee 
them in as ſwift, a Motion fly out of the Hands 
of. his lewd Heir ;, and iſtead of the Eſtate, 
which the/ unjuſt Wretch at the Price of his 
Soul ſettleq, 7 89 but Shame and 
are entaild by Gop upon his Family. Lo this 
Juſtice of Gop, the various Turns in the Fot- 


tunes of Men are chiefly to be. aſcribed; the 


ſudden and ſutpriſing Fall of ſome; and the 
Light that ariſes out of Darius ſi to otheri. 
Inſtances. on both. Sides come within every Bo- 
dy's Obſervation ; but the Cauſes of cither lie 
conceal'd from us, in che Conſciences only of 


the Parties concerned, or perhaps in the Graves. 


of their Anceſtors: And the intricate Steps ta- 
ken by Providence in order to caſt down tri- 
umphant Villany, or lift up the deqected Head 
of injured Innocence, are too far removed out 
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veſe ure round about him, reonfueſs and 
- ment are the Habe i hs T bywne, 


> it is ſor the World, char Vengearice does 


o peeuliarly belong to Go, ard char Meti'are 
to avenge therſlyck » And; thay 


not at liberty 
chiefly on theſo two Accounts, 


Thirdly, Let us now obſerve how much 
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Fil * are thus more e Vkely 


60 ds: 


Man ſhould; be Judge in his o Cauſe. 

Firſt, Becauſe Injuries are thus more kikety 
to be prevented: The iaflftin of Penalries af- 
ter Crimes eommirted, is to corwince 
Men that the Lavr· giver is in earneſt, and tliat 
what the Law threarens' te mutt ſuffer . 
they will tranſgreſs it: But Deſign 
all Penalties, is ro prevent the Commiſſion of 
the Crime. Now Vengeanct being due to all 


Irics done among Men, ir wilt in Reaſon ia 


more likely to have its Effet in preventit no 
if it be l in 2 
leyerely, to execute bes 7. 
Were 1 to be the Avengers of wht 
own Wrongs, what would be ſufficient to deter a 
wicked Man from purring his i imurious Purpoſes 
in Exeention? Secrecy alone 1. — him; 
and how many Ways may an honoſt Man fuffer 
in his Perſon, Eſtate, or 
not who butts, him? 
doſe, and keeps out 


Aud b abways- flp and 
o& phe if pate, ad 
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fz Wirte Q Bii An clo cis Senden *Y 
known, the Clmency af the ee may ſpare 
him or the Injury may be of ſuch a Nature, 
S in mee of the injured Perion's 
Compaſſion, all. Poſſibility of hid A it 
beihg cut off at thecſame time: he ſd eric 
But to paſs by ſuch Caſes: 8 Reſent⸗ 
men to be 8 andi great, aud dhe Gulli wih. 
in Reach of the Provok d, What Ahilitiꝑs has 

is, Man to take Vengeance; which the other 
is Ne poſſeſs d of kin, or perhaps wow 
the Wrong ? 2013 en 115398 K 
ut Vengeance is lodged in che Hands of 
Sob, the Offender can havei no to e- 
| ſhape; he can never be hid froti His Eyes, or 
out of the Reach of- his e Beſided, the 
Vengeance of Gop is ho andi tetrible 
than it is certain; not a ras ay err 
(though that ſometimes is an Earneſt of it) but 
the — Los, and:thatp e 
. which there will be nd End l 03 via 

Now! Intereſt, Pleaſure; r R 
ſuch as to prompt a Man to e Lee 
vate Vengeance: But if he pe d ll 
Eat to Reaſon, What Profit can ho — 
to encourage, What Pleaſure ſo 3 
to allure, hat Malice ſo keen as to drive 

to incur a Temex What, can ab puke: 
nor endured, . 0.528113; aokaFÞ21 

Secondly, Aten Mean . becauſe it 16 
2 that ONS be Fs 1 
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This is fo much againſt Natutal aut), * hy 
it is never permitted even to hith, Wh is lex 

cormiſſioned- cc age — = 2 3 
Intereſt arid Self loye are 


upon humane Natute, for any Ma . 
ws with the — 2 his 0 wn e 
A indeed Gov 


otily, whoſe Infinite 
| him above being blitided by ohe, br cn alte {2 | 
| che other, is ſaigjrly qualifie ff it. And 
N yet even char julr and Holy One ug he be | 


the Offendeil Patty, in e Vengeance 4 
never acts as ſuch, bur"under the mote pr | 
Character of 4 Goyeffot and Judge Ven 
one Reaſon why he agree y emit: OF” 
fences apainſt Humſelf, ecauſe tit Would be 
break in upon the'Kirhoriry of ity 2 0 | 
which as a Goyertibtirhe 18 Ea Thy | 
inviolable. us LAM 21 | 
B it then fit chat che dep i 
dam whoſe Undertanlling 8 Wilt 8 | | 
| 


ORE 


perverſe; whoſe Paſlionsare ae 26g) 
feftions ſo irrcgular, Mould be pic te 
Juſtice where Gn th 


the Diſpenſers*of 
reſt”is o nearly concerned,” and bern kern 


lers, Judges and Executioners thethſclves: This 
is truly the be Cake! and how they Would cxerciſe 
ſuch Power if it were allowed then, we can- 


not bettet learn than by 0 4 Ox they 


r ot ns 


do uſe it row, ben 'c right Rex: 
is bon, and che ex ral of Gov, they” 
us boldly aſſume thi Power of y AT, 
BY hae D Hu bog Vim n 
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pretended to be ſigni. 
the; 
a. Tit «of Mons 
malt: Significancy in itſeif, 
t in am Inſtant will raiſe a 
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Sufpicions of a ealous 
cheſe come. 7755 


Dn 
roll be infec Truly, * 
che Miſchicf his enraged Judge 5 — 
good Name, his Eſtate, (ty pt 
2 for ſo heinous an mga 
= 2 hole upon him, and all his pra-. 
go hae ad Fah Tag 


Againſt Rotunde. 
ble, [are to be. ſecectly} undermine da or it, way 


be Poiſon or 4 Dagger is: called in to ſupply che 
Delect of all ocker Methods 99 —, 
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Ualeſs Wen Hongur, eps in, dee 1 oſten 


heard for a more open and 
Murder; when Reaſen and Kain canner, be 


at all 2 WC 2D , Dum RI io 

| gu ch Gage Specientn af private. Juſtice K 
aveaging Wrongs,i which is every, Day! practi- 
ſed, we may Ohſerve that chere is ho Regard 
had t the Tetwb.of. che! en nor any 


niſhment, or any Huarixy in the Execution 


Way ot 
henxkendd/ to we Both join lo.adviſing pine 


Propottion bet yern the Offence and che Pd 


of the Sentence, which 3 about by all 


che baſe, and cruel Ways + 


I ſhall in- 
ſtance in no more, 


granted, more real and more Weighty 
— 77 Wa his Judg : 
nx. Nox what is the Conſequence o ſuch 


Proceeding, but Torment to a Mah's.own Soul, 


by dhe lncvca@e of: Malies: fu Endtiiies, nid. 


an endleſs | Circulation. of Miſchief 2; Beſides 
the Tendency it has to dey 
Comfort of 1 and diſturb the publick 
Peace. Now if Miet are not permitted to avenge 


thoſe Injuries which- they! e rain thels 
ubjecks, and the Conſequences of thein 


fellow 
ſo doing be ſo very : Sute Gop has 
oo ee ae fuck as they 
may imagine to be done them by his on Vice- 
T1 1 gerent, 


ive Men of che 5 


IRON 2 age, e | 


| [vr of their ſo doing mult ol Se 
moers tetfible as well as mere extenſiye“ Sub. 
miſſion to Rulers is the only Fence by which 4 
the. Benefits Men teap from Govermncht' ate 


Obedienoe are once 
luge of Miſery muſt needs overflow a Land? 
There tis ne longer chen auh Fecurity for E- 


tets match about uncomrolled; and 
blitided 
Property ſeems more like the Hand e 
ing Angel ſent by Go to take Ven 


Againſ Miene. 


t, their Prince and Sovetnour; 


and the 


guarded.) And therefore hien tkieſe Barts Ef. 
broſten down, Wat A Da- 


ſtate, Family ot Life, but / Rapine and 


People: call defending thelr I. 


If 
— for their Rebellion 
I cannot but obſerve thar this Way to Greg 
Grievances, is vety like what on Accdunt of pri. 
vate Injuries is called requiring Satisfaction by 
ſingle Combat, both in the Abſurdity and Con- 
ſcqueriees of it. The Man who had rather ap- 
pear a Gentleman than a Chriſtian, and takes 
Anger and Reſentment to be an eſſential? part 
of that Character; for what the World cas 
an Affront, invites his Enemy to run him through; 
thus notably. contriving to redreſs one Wrong, 
by laying himſelf open to a Second and a 
cr: Vengeance may probably follow; but borh 
Parties by this wiſe Management being expoſed 
to equal Hazard, tis but an even Lay on whoſe 
Head it will fall. But whoeyer may happem to 
drop in tlie Field of Battle; if our Laws Were 
alive, Matters would not go much better pk 


_ Revends 5 
the Conqueror; 'Whoſe on 'Glory*would W.- 
in Triuinphy ts he bo thug et e oral 
5 2 oy ſo an abaſed People, ſtirred up'by wick. 
| eck and deſigning Men to demane Satisfüction 
of cheir Scuereigm by Arms, whether for real 
> or ſuppoſed Injuries it matters not, draw ihfi- 
: nitely greater Evils on their own \ Tleads, chan 
wode which chey thus — to'avoid. To 
- ſecure their Les and — d wha I. 
legal Attempts of an A Pfiride they ab- 
ſurdly throw up lee eue ee 
— either, and in * Arms ipainſt 
him) they give che Tyrant a lepaP Title boch t. 
their Necks and Wer Eſtates. Bat Adi Sus 
ceſy in the End ſecutes them, what a retched 
Account will be made up at laſt! Plunderings, 
Sequicſtrations, Rapes| Murders, Harveſts tramp- 
led: under Foot, and in their RSD Fields of 
Bloody! Cities laid in Aſhes, and a long con- 
tinued! Devaſtation of their Native -Countrey, 
muſt be all charged on one Side of the Book; | 
And on the Oiker 'nothing to Balance ir, bur 
the Prize of their 'Contention committed'to the 
Cuſtody: of a new Power of their own erra- 
ting; no leſs, if not more hable to be abuſed. 
would they not take upon tet to a- 
venge themſelven but ive lac unt Wrath, 
an commit theit Cauſe 10 3 Ven- 
geance alone belongs How many 2 
Providence ſind out to eaſe then 17 | 
prefſion?. Ard how” would fiich! an — 
N Obedience h 
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do it? * a. if for wiſe and good Rei- 


ſons he ſhould ſee fit to continue his TA 0 
ver them; how many Ages muſt the greateſt 
Tyrant live before he can drain his Subjects of ſo 
much Blood and Treaſure, as a very ey rebel- 
lious Campaigns will coſt. 

Thus unjuſtly, cruelly, and abſardly do Men 
act, when they facri y uſurp a Power 
which Gop —— to himſelf, f. 
Fourthiy and Lefily; I come now to ob- 
ſerye how eaſily ſome Miſtakes may be rectified, 
which many — fallen into by Reaſon of this 
ſtrict Charge to Chriſtians not t avenge them. 
there are three chieſſy which 


Men haue been led into by a wrong Notion 


4 Im 


i had been thought; that to bear the Office 


of a Magiſtrate, to engage in War, or go to 


Law, are uttetly repugnant to it, It is che Du- 
ty of Magiſtrates to puniſh the wrong Doers; 
and the End of all War and Law Suits is to re- 
cover, . or. defend our Own; either of which, 
8 they, ſeems inconſiſtent with the Commands 

uot returning Evil for Evil, of turning 
the other (heel, and of letting the Man that 
would take our Coat, take our Cloke alſo. © 

But from what has been ſaid, it appears that 
the Magiſtrates Sword is put into his Hand by 
Gop, and therefore it can be no Sin to bear it; 
and the Wickedneſs of Man's depraved Nature 
Is 2 that humane Societics could not lubſiſt 


it 
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it in vain: Neither is the Uſe of it only to 
keep in Awe turbulent Spirits, and defend the 
Innocent at Home; but if need be, to repel 
foreign Force, and to ſecure the publick as well 
as private Weal. ö 
Tis true indeed che Calamities of War are 
dreadful, and directly contrary to the Deſign of 
the Goſpel, which was to fcatter Peace on 
Earth, and fow Good Will among Men; to 
beat our Swords into Plow-fhares, and our 
Spears into pruning Hooks. But if Ambition 
ſtirs up a vain Man to diſturb the Peace of his 
Neighbours, and inyade their Property, War be- 
comes neceſſary and therefore lawful: The Sword 
which Princes have received from Gop, muſt 
then be drawn; and tho” an infinite Load of 


Guile attends all War, yet the defenſive Sword 
eve Me Indeed rden n 

- The Derivation of the Magiſtrateꝰs Authority 

from Gov, will alſo fflence all Cavils againſt 
applying to his Courts for Juſtice: Tis ſeeking 
it in the Way Gop's Providence directs, tis ap- 
pealing to him; for though Men give it, the Deut. i. 
Judgment is Gop's. Such Diſputes among 17. 
Chriſtians, I confeſs, will always give — 
becauſe there muſt be Injuſtice on one Side, 
though it may not always be deſigned. And 

the Caſe was worſe, when ſuch Controverſies 
among the Brethren came before Heathen Tri- 

bunals, as in the Apoſtles Time; which might 
occafion St. Pau with ſome Warmth then to 
rebuke rhe Belicyers for it; or perhaps he had 

an 
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an Eye to the ſmall and inconſiderable Value 
of che Things about which they contended, or 
more eſpecially to that Rankour and Malice with 


which uch, Suits are too often carried on. When 
this is the Cafe, and a Chriſtian is conſcious to 


himſelf, that not his own, Right ſo much as 
the Vexation, Grief, or Loſs of his Adverſary is 


the true End of his Proceedings; and that he 
finds Bitterneſs and Hatred keep Pace. and 
Growth, with the of the Suit; ſuch a 


Law Suit is directly oppoſite to the Meck, Pa- 


tient and forgiving Spirit of the Goſpel: and tis 


every Man's . a I. Intereſt then, to ſit down 
contentedly Loſs, rather than chat 


of his Chariy; for —5 is che Los of his Soul. 


Now to God the Father, G. op the Sos, 
Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be all. Power, and 
Might, Majeſty, and Dominion now w_ 
for e Amen. 
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5 Mar rk. VI. 10. { | 
Thy Will be done in Fatth as ; 16 i 


Heaven, 1 
U R Duty our nnd are 6 by 
the Goodneſs of = ſo compli- 
cated together, that they are hey 

to be = with And We ſhal 
find it 0 where it might be leaſt expected, even 
in thoſe Parts of our Prayers which ſeem to 
terminate in the infinite Perfections of Gon, 
Prayers and Adoration, and our Petitions fot 
the Accompliſhment of his Glory: Even theſe 
Parts of our Devotion, which ſo directly reſpect 
the glorious Object of it, and at firſt View ſeem, 
[ fay, to terminate in him, if more narrowly 
look'd into, will be found no leſs to concern 
the humble Su pplicant : And that when we 
pray for our daily Bread, Pardon of Sin, and 
Deliverance. from Evil; there is not mote of 
that pious. Selfiſhneſs which Gop not only al- 
lows but requires, than * we pray that his 

K Name 


| ; 
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Name may be ſanctified, his Kingdom come, 
and his Will be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. 
Which, I hope will appear, as to this laſt Peti- 
tion, when I ſhall have diſcourſed upon it in 
the Method I propoſe : Which is 

I. Firſt, To ſhew what is meant by praying 
that Gop's Will may be done in Earth as it 
is in Heaven. | 

Il. Secondly, To ſhew on what Account it 

is that it behoves Chriſtians to pray that it ma 
be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. | 
III. Thzrdly, To ſhew the Perfection and 
Happineſs of ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind as is 
requiſite to our praying ſincerely, that it may 


be done in Earth as it is in Heaven. 


I. Firſt, T am to ſhew what is meant by 
ing that Gop's Will may be done in Eart 

it is in Heaven. In order to which, we 
need only to have Recourſe to that known Di- 
ſtinction of the Will of Gop, FVoluntas Bene- 
placiti, and Voluntas $igni, his Will of Good 
Pleaſure, and his Will of Sign. The former is 
ſo call d, becauſe it is what he has pleaſed to 
ordain from all Eternity ſhould in Time come 
to paſs, and in other Words is call'd his Will of 
Decree, and becauſe unknown to us, his Secret 
Will: The latter, his Will of Sign, is ſo call d, 
becauſe it is what he has ſignified that Man 
ſhould do, which is therefore alfo ſtyled his 


Will of Precept; and becauſe that implies its 


being made known, His Reveal'd Will. 
From the Will of Gov chus diſtinguiſhed 
11814 1-2 1 may 
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may be eaſily underſtood, what is meant when 
, we pray chat it may be done. We pray that 
; every thing which he has purpoſed to do him- 
L ſelf may come to pals juſt as he would have it; 

and that every thing which he has commanded 
; Man to do, may be done by ourſelyes and all 
- Mankind. We wave all Exceptions to any 

Acts or Methods of his Providence, though 
g ſeemingly never ſo ſevere; whether they con- 
/ cern Mankind in general, or ourſelves in particu- 

lar, whether in this World or the next. If 
d Want, Dil; grace, noiſome and tormenting Diſ- 
9 eaſes; if Dungeons, Racks, or Flames be the 
V Portion which Go has allotted us; 'we no 

leſs pray for them, than if they were to be 
l Health, Riches, Palaces, or Crowns. If at any 
time Gop ſhall ſee fit to give up our Native 
4 Countrey to the Rage ne Fury of the moſt 
F cruel and mercileſs of Men; we no leſs pray for 
the miſerable Calamities of ſuch a Reign, than 
if they were to be the ineſtimable Bleſſings en- 
1 joyed under the mild and juſt Adminiſtration of 
of a Sovereign of the ſofteſt Sex, and the moſt 
1 gracious Perſon of it. And when this World 

ſhall be no more; when CHRIS᷑ ſhall take thoſe 
" that are his with him into his Kingdom, and 
d, They whom he knows not ſhall be conſigned 
0 over to everlaſting Fire; we pray no leſs for 
” the Manifeſtation of Gop's Juſtice in the end- 
1 lels Torments of the Reprobate, than for that 
od * Mercy in the unſpeakable Joys of the 
2 | K 2 So 
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80 Aeta r wave) 2 All. Exceptions againſt 
che Hart Precepts, let them be neyer ſo 
. -crols to our own Wills and Appetites; and pray 
iat awe - ourlelves and all Mankind; with the 
laune Alacrity as the bleſſed Spirits * Heaven, 
may be always ready to obey the Commands 
of Gov; chat we may be no/lels willing to 
cut off. a Right Hand, pull out à Right Eye, 
ot ſell: all chat we have and give to the Poor, 
when our Duty requires it; chan to preſerve 
© our "Heakh-and Liſe by che Virtues of Tempe- 
trance and Sobriety, or to gratify our natural 
Affection by g N for our own 

N oF 

But it wil be lud, it is unnatural to ce 
Aſſhction and Miſery: And beſides, what need 
is there to make the Deſigns of Providence the 
Fubyecds of our Prayers? or indeed is it not ab- 
- ſurdiſo-to do? Shall not all his Decrees ſtand 
fd and immoveable, who made and upholds 
"all Things by his Word: 1s there any Arn 
lite bis: Ara? aud who. har refifted bis 
Mill? And as for his: Reveal'd Will, ir is the 
Law whereby Man. is toigovern his Action; 
but all Laws 1 Power of Obedience in 
the Subject: Is it not then very improper for a 
Man to pray. that he may do that, which no 
Boch can hinder him from doing i if he. pleaſes: 
It cannot. be denied, that nothing is more 
againſt Nature than to defire Miſery ; and that 
-23 Gop's Will is irreſiſtible, ſo Man's Duty i 
in his own Power. And yet it will be. found 


0 2 6 — — 41 very 
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r, 
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very fit that Chriſtians ini their P ould. 
put up Petitions for the Accompliſhment f 
both; the unavoidable Conſequence of which 
will ſometimes be, that Eyil and Miſery will. 
prove to be the Subject of dur Pagen Aud 
therefore E-propofed, 
x; Secondh, To new y and on What 
Account it behoves Chriſtians to pray that 
Gop' s Will may be done. 
And that is becauſe Submilfion. to the WII 

of Gop is the indiſpenſible Duty of Chriſtians, 
which implies the Concurrence of our Wills with. 
His. To ſubmit to the Effects of it we cannot 
avoid; the Devil himſelf does That, bur with; 
the vtmoſt Reluctance. And if we do ſo tho, 
we ſhall like him alſo, inſtead of ſubmirring.c to 
God's Will, ſet up our own in Rebellion a ganſt 
ir. For to murmur at it is in effect to tell tim, 
This indeed is what he deſigns, but if it were 
in our Power to hinder, He ſhould x never bring 2 


it to pas. | 
. Whereas, on the contrary, by praying that 
Gop's Will may be done, we exprels our hum- 
ble eval” ani: to it- in the beſt Manner, the 
moſt emphatical, and, if I may fo ſpeak, the 
molt arctul Way that is poſſible. To ſubtnit 
only with Patience to the Diſpenſations of Pro- 
vidence when they are diſcover d in the Event, 
is a great, and in ſome Caſes a very difficult 
Virtue. But while they are yet in IS Dark, 
and. re are uncertain what is to be expected; 
to have no Care or Solicitude about chem, but 
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to tell Gov beforchand that we moſt chearfully, 
leave all to him, and that whatſoever his Holy 
Will may be, we are ever ready to ſubmit to it; 
is yet an higher Degree of Chriſtian Piery, and 
comes ſtill nearcr to that Refi ignation of Will 
with which his Subjects ſerve him in Heaven. 
Bur to pray that Gop's Will may be done, ex- 
preſſes all this and a great deal more; not only 
a willing Submiſſion to, or even Approbation 
of the divine Diſpenſations, but a Delight and 
Complacency in them; for we can deſire no- 
thing, but what will be pleaſing and acceptable 
to us. Tis to yield up ourſelves to him, not 
barely out of a Senſe that all he does is good 
and right and juſt; but out of Affection, be- 
cauſe we would have him pleaſed, and that 
every thing which does Thar is for that very 
Reaſon moſt to our own Satisfaction. And to 
tell him this, which we do by ſuch Prayer, is 
the higheſt Expreflion of an cntire Reſignation 
of our Will, that the Will of Man can contrive. 
Whar, 1 beſeech you, can the moſt Oblequious 
Angel i in Heaven, who with extended Wings is, 
always hanging at the Lips of Go to carch 
his Commands, fay more? 

Nov the plain Conſequence of this, confels, 
is, chat if Gop is ſhaking his Rod over us, wa 
ourſelves do hereby become Petitioners for the 
Smart we are about to feel; and yet, if it be 
rightly conſidered, this will not be found to be 
againſt Narure. To pray, indeed, directly for 
75 thin 8 gricyous to ourſelves, would had 

| c 
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make Evil our own Choice, which is ſo unna - 


tural, that it is impoſſible. But to pray that 


Gop's Will may be done, is no ſuch t thing. It, 
nate Event, 


is not to pray for this or that determi 

and can never extend to any Sort of Evil, bue, 

on Suppoſition that GoD has choſen it for us; 

and then in the Eyes of a true reſign d Child 
of Gop it puts on the Face of Good, and on 
that Account, becomes a very proper Subject of 
Prayer. This may molt clearly be repreſented; 
(in this Univerſity) by a Diſtinction — known. 
in the Schools; if it be ſaid; that to Pry for 
any Sort of Evil Abſolute & in ſen 99 arviſo, 

is truly unnatural, but ee at ſenſi 
compoſito, it is not ; we may and muſt, 

this Petition of our Loup $ Prayer we do = 
times actually ſo pray for it. 


"Tis true allo, that to che) Gov. 8 will is in | 


our own Power, but neither does Thar ſuper- 
ede the Necelliy of praying that we may do 
o; becauſe it is not fo in our Power as f 

we can obey it without his Affiſtance. But 
wharſoeyer we can do with ſuch a Concurrence 
of the divine Power, as either from the com- 
mon Courſe of Gop's Providence, the Nature 
E his Attributes, or his expreſs Promiſe, we 1 
urely depend upon, we may very proper 

ſaid N — Ns to do. And if Mag 7.9 
rightly examin'd, I believe it would be found, 
that we are Maſters of no other Sort of Power, 
and that Gop has not given any of his. Crea- 
tures Power to act independently of Himſelf. 
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| It is confels'd on all hands, that the Conti 
nuance of our. Beings de pends as much u 


the Power of Gop as chan Creation, and con- 


ſequently fo do all the natural and vital Opera- 
tions of Soul and Body: And why we ſhould leſs 
depend upon our Maker as to our Spiritual Life, 
it will be hard to aſſign a Reaſon. He it was 
25 95 Man at firſt that univerſal Rectitude 
| i and Affections which we call Original 
> ihr as well as the Soul itſelf which 


was the Sear of it. It ſhould ſeem therefore as 


neceſſary for the domes ro ſtand in need of 


the Continuance of chat Grace which gave it, 


as well as the Latter of that Power which made 
: Ir, for its Preſervation. 

And ſince by the Sin of our firſt Pills 
that Original Righteouſneſs is loſt, that Image 
of God defaced ; ſure there cannot be leb 
Want of the Divine Aſſiſtance for tlie Re- 
ſtoration, than there was for the Continuance 
of it in its firſt Eſtate. How Gov: operates in 
either of theſe Caſes is equally inexplicable; and 
therefore no Argument can be drawn from 
That, but what will affect Both. Inſomuch 
thar i ir is juſt matter of Wonder, that the Pela- 
gians, Socinians, and. others, ſhould: ſo earneſtly 
contend for ſach an abſolute independent Power 
in the Will as is no leſs againſt the Dictates oftheir 
own great Idol, Reaſon, than they are againſt 
the plain Words of Scripture. In which we 
hear not only of the Inclination 'of Man's 
Heart to Evil, but an utter 2 5 
ood: 


7 Good: That we cannot of — 0 b 
Y as think a good Thou bt, that our Sufficiency” 
10 ir of Gon: And CRHRIS r expreſſly declares 
; that without Him me can 40 nothing; which 
He illuſtrates by a very apt Compariſon: He, 
is the Tree, He tells us, we-are the Branches, 
which if /eparated from Him can never bear 
Fruit of ourſelves. The flony Heart muſe 
be. taken out, and one f Fleſh put in its 
Room, and who. can do this but Gop : Is it 
not He that muſt create à clean Heart and 
renew a right Spirit within us! For how. 
J can we be born again of the Spirit without 
Q the Operation of he Spirit *Inſhorr the State: 
of Man by corrupt Nature is repreſented in 
J Scripture as a State of -Servituds to Sin, out 
of which he is utterly. unable to free Himſelf, 
for that cannot be done but by 4 Change of the 
Heart,; and if Man ican do That, "he our, of 
Truth itſelf has told us, that Then the Ethio- | 
3 age, ins Skin, and the Leopard his Jer. xvii. 
Spots. o ens. Lb 4 29. 
Notwirhltandd > Hats ol as Was objected, | 
Law does fu ing Power of Obedience, yet 
in this Caſe 4 being ſo dependent on 
the Favout of che Law- kj there needs no 
_ Argument to Move: the Firneſs of Prayer 
n-this Occaſion 
| 0 Thirdly; Lam. e the Perfec- 
ton and Happineſs of ſuch a 4 « 8 | 


Mind as is requiſite to our 
W way be done. — 1 
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Fin, With Reſpect ro his Will of Degree; 
To pray ſincerely that all rhe Purpoſes of Gon 
may be exactly anſwered in the Event, requires 
that this Soil be adorned and influenced by theſe 
ehtce Divine Graces, Faith, Hamility, and Love. 
For' ſich\ a Reſfipnation of our Will to Gop's 
muſt be founded: in a firm. unfhaken' Belief of 
His Infimte Perfections. How is it poſſible to 
approve * before” hand of every Thing Go p has 
— unleſs our — are fully ſatisfied chat 

© Wiſdom, Goodnefs Fon & Juſtice were 
M b cor arne in the Decree? Had we the leaſt 
Doubt ef rhis, we could not aſſure ourſelves 
but that lometites Th unfit in themſelves, 
or injuriots! to 2 come to paſs: 
Ani then it would be no more our Duty, than 
it! would be out Inclination to pray for them. 
80 that here ach an entire Faith in Gop is ab- 
1 800 neeaary, as execludes the leaſt Degree 
of Doubt: Such an One, as comes as near that 


wich is given by the Beatifick Viſion, as in 


| P . State the Soul is capable o. 
And —— ſe we cannot always reconcile the 
 Ajipgi flees of — with our Notions of 
Wide Goodneſs and Juſtice; and Experience 
very. often diſcovers that-Gop's 7. houghts are 
not as Man's Thoughts: To pray ſincerely that 
His Will may be always done, a moſt humble 
Frame of Spirit muſt attend our Faith. We muſt 
be no heſs ſenſible of our Imperfetion than of 
His Perfection, and ackne legs ourſelyes as 
fubxeA to Error, as we believe al free from it 


When 


The Duty of Refignation. 


When our Underſtanding may not be able to 
diſcern the Wiſdom or Equity of ſome Diſpen- 

ſations of his Providence, there muſt be ſuch 
Humility in the Soul ay will enable ir to ſee the 
Wiſdom and Equity of giving up its own Un- 
derſtanding to that of Gop; or elſe we cannot 
deſire e that ſuch Purpoſes of His ſhould 
be fulfilled. And this Humility muſt be as free 
from any Alloy of Vanity and Pride, as our Faith 
from Doubt: Otherwil⸗ there will be ſome De- 
oree of Inſincerity in our Prayer. For when 


Gon's Actions thwart our ereus Tan 
far as we lean to This, we implieitely 


Thoſe: And therefore, whatever out Words 
may import, we cannot with our whole Heart 
pray for the Accompliſhment of them. Now 
ſo perfect and compleat Humility of Soul, is 
not capable of higher Improvement, till a nearer 
Approach to the Divine Perfeftions fhall more 
fully diſcover the Infinite Diſtance between Cre- 
ared Minds and the Creator of Them. | 
But even this ſtrong Faith and profound Hu- 
mility alone will not be ſufficient in all Caſes to 
ſupport ſuch an entire Reſignation of Outfelves 
to Gop, unleß accompanied alſo wirkt an un- 
feigned Loye of Him. When any Thing be- 
fals a Man, grievous to Human Nature, it is 
impoſſible he ſhould bear it with Content, un- 
leſs for the Sake of One whom he loves better 
than himſelf, and who cherefore he had rather 


ſhonld be pleaſed. - And tis ſach a Love of 


Gop as the * requires of Us, as appears 
7 
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by Compariſon when our Saviour ſums up our 
whole Duty in the Love of Gop and our Neigh- 
bour. - Where we find that we are not to loye 
ourſelves better than our Neighbour; but the 
Loxp we are to Love with all our Heart, and 
with all our Soul, and with all our Mind. For 
He that gave the Soul its Being, has a juſt Claim 
to the Affections of it, which cannot innocent 
ly be placed upon any of his Creatures, no not 
our very Selves, any farther than may be con- 
ſiſtent with his full and entire Poſſeſſion. of them. 
And therefore if our Love of God falls ſhort of 
This, let our Faith and Humility be what they 
will, ſo far we ſhall be wanting of Sincerity in 
our Prayers, and ſhall never fay, Thy Will be 
done in Earth as it is in Heaven, without 
fome Reluctance. So that if we do put up this 
Petition fincerely, the Love of Gop mult reign 
in our Hearts, and keep under every Inclination 
which Corrupt Nature is too ready to be ſtir- 
ring up 5 it. Now ſuch a Diſpoliica of 


Soul is ſo great a Perfection, that it wants no o- 


ther to qualify it at Gop's Call to enter the 
Gates of Heaven, and to be received there by 
the bleſſed Inhabitants as à molt welcome 

Gueſt. | 


Sy. econdy, Let 1 us 1 5 Perclion of 


ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind with Reſpect to 


Gop's Will of Precept. The ſame Divine Gra- 
ces will be found no leſs neceſſary to prepare 
the Soul to offer up this Petition fincerely with 
Homes! to Thar, 
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He 
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IrreGſtible, and that it cannot be obeyed with- 
out the Concurrence of his Own. But che 
Bent of his corrupt Nature is ſuch, the Malice 
and Subtilty of his Adverſary ſo great, and the 
Weapons which the World arms his Enemy 
with againſt him ſo many; that his Will is in 
perfect Captivity, - the freeſt Thing Gop ever 
made is dragged about in Chains and Fetters. 


No before the Will can have the ſeaſt Thoughts 
of attempting to regain its Liberty, the Promiſes 


and Threats of Gop muſt have had their due 


Weight with the Underſtanding, which impties 
a firm Belief of them. And then ſuch a lowly 
Senſe of his on Weakneſs, and utter Inability 
to free itſelf, and of the unavoidable Neceſſity 
of calling in the Holy Spirit of Gop to its! Al- 


ſiſtance, muſt direct and prepare rhe Soul to 
uſe: che proper Means to obtain it, humble 
Prayer and Supplication at the Throne of Grace: 
Which we will ſuppoſe to be ſuccesful, and this 

gained. Let all is not 
over, the War is but juſt begun, and the Man 


has his Part ſtill to bear in it. He is the Prin- 
cipal in the Quartel, and will be the only 
Gainer by the Victory, and it is but fir he ſhould 
haye a Share in the Battel: In which if he be- 
haves Himſelf meanly and cowardly, inſtead of 

being aſſiſted, he will be given up, as he de- 
ſerves, into the Hands of his Enemy. But no- 


; | thing 
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Ne that ſinterely deſires that Gop's Will of 
Precept may be done, muſt ſincerely reſolve to 
do it. He knows: that this Will of Gop is not 
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thing can inſpire him with Courage ſufficient 
ro engage heartily in the Fight but Love; a Pa- 


ſion which in all Attempts gives Life and Spirit, 


muſt be: in the Heart, if there be dincerity in 
the Prayer. To pray that Gop's Will of Pre- 
"cept may be done in Eurth as it is in Heaven, 
is to pray that there may not be a diſobedient 
Man in this World, and conſequently not an un- 


.contetnns Difficulty, and outbraves Dan 

Now where this Love of Go b is, the whole 
Armour of Gop will be reſolutely pur on, and 
Then the Soldier of CuR Is r appears in all his 


y and Terror: No leſs Lovely in the Eyes 


of the whole Hoſt of Heaven, Spectators of che 
Combat, than Dreadful in the Sight of his fly- 


ing Enemy 
Neither is the: Love of Gob all that is OP 


fary to form ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind, but 


the Love of our Neighbour allo: For it is ex- 
Petition itſelf, and therefore 


happy ane in the next: And can there be a 


-more hearty and extenſive Charity both with 


| Regard to Gop and Man? Which if we ma 


believe St. Paul in ſuch a Perfection of the Soul; 
that without it all other Graces are of no Value. 
Thus have we taken a ſhort View of the 


Perfection of fuchaD „ of Mind as is requi- 


ſite to our praying ſincerely that Gop's Mull 


may be done: And the Happinels of it cannot 
bur diſcover itſelf to all Mankind. The Humi- 
lity which is neceſſary to it may forbid thoſe who 

N re it to conſider it as a Perfection, but their 
own 


- aw as wud. oa GAY way . pup OT 


The Duty of Reſignation. 


own eg will not let them be inſenſible of 


the Joy and Pleaſure it gives. And. they wha, 
have it not will be no. leſs convinced of the 
lame, by the very Want of it, For to the 
Contrariety of che Sinner's Will to Gop's, all 
the Diſquietude of Mind, Remorſe of 838 
and the whole Train of Miſeries he endures are 
ſolely to be aſcribed: As on the other Side the 
peace and Happinels, a Good: Man enjoys are 
apparently — Frui of the Conformity of his 
Will to it. Nor can it be otherwiſe. 
The Happineſs of Gov himſelf is chiefly ſeat- 
ed in the Holineſs and Rectitude of bis Will: 
The nearer therefore Man can bring his to an 
Union and Agreement with it, the more he par- 
takes of his Maker's Happineſs. And twas this 
alone made the Garden of Eden truly a Para- 
diſe, a Seat of Pleaſure to our firſt Parents. 

They came into it New out of their Creators 
Hand „ bright and unſullied in their Minds, 

with a Will wholly conformed to Thar of Him 


Who gave it Them. This was that Image of 


GO p in which they were created, to which 
Happineſs was ſo inſeparably annexed, that the 
N Act of Rebellion in their Wills which de- 
faced One, deſtroyed the Other. And in 
Truth; Happinel i is 2 peculiarly the Property 


of God, that his Creatures are eapable of none 


bur ſo far as they are capable of being like him. 


So that whereſoever His Image is, there is al- 
a allo a Reſemblance of his Happineſs: And 


Thar 
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Thar 4s" no ſooner gone, but Ar 


E ghaſtly Countenance. 


New this Conformity of Will to Gov? 8, is 
y a Reſtoration of that Image of Him 


whicli was loſt, and diſcovers that we are vos 
again, and become his Children by a new ſpi 


tual Birth: And are very fitly repreſented, 


our Saviour obſerves, by little Children in cher 
natural State: who are always hapging'o n their 
render Parents without any Care or Thought, 
or Will of their Own; ſafe and pleaſed While 
they are Preſent, and full of Fears and Com- 


ints when out of Sight. And as this help- | 
s Condition of ſach little Infants, and entire 


Depirdengs upon their Parents, endears them 

to them, and en * their moſt paſſionate Con- 
cern, id ea h an Affection for them, as 
is unknown to all beſides: So does this humble 
Reſignation of Outs to our Father which is in 


Heaven; entear us to Hitn, and engage his par- 


ticular” Dold and Care for us. And can our 


Wiſhes reach to any thing beyond That? Bleſ- 


Ted certainly is the Man who by taking Gop to 
be his Guide is ſure of walking always in the 
Tight Way; and by making His Will the Rule 


of all his- Actions, has a juſt Title to his Pro- 


tection; and can be no more deſerted, than 
miſled by him. What Evil can he fear whoſe 
Heart with ſo much Reaſon ffandeth fn af 
and truſteth in the Lord? From whence can 


any Thing moleſt him? His Carnal 8 
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and Paſſions can never ruffle or eee 
Mind: They are already ſubdued and maſterod, 
or elſe his Will could not be in ſuch Subhgction 
to his Maker. Nor is he ſeſß ſecute from any 
Diſturbance: from without. He is ſufficiently ar- 

med againſt all the Storms: of Fortune, for no- 
thing can befall him but by the Will of God, 
and That he has wiſely made his owt: Will. 
He is prepared with Holy 70 to beat Lofles, 
Infamy,, Wane; ftinking - "Seda; and racking 
Pains !- And with him to» efy out; The Lon 
hath given, the Lo xD: hath taten aum, 


bleſſed be the Name of the Lonp. Such a Man 


in Diſpoſition of Mind has the Glory, and may 
humbly hope for the Reward: of Martyrdom: 
The Lions — the Tormeriters' may indeed — 
wanting, but the Martyr is alwrays ready. 

This is in ſhort the Caſe of hun who ban fins 
cerely Pray char God's Will may be done in 
Earth as it is in Heaven. 

But it muſt be confeſſed that NT, Piturs 
which has been drawn, in this ſtate of C 
tion can never be fully anſwered in the Li 
But for our own Sakes we ſhould make it out 
Buſineſs to come as near it as we can. Nor can 
we ſet ourſelves too perfect a Pattern to Imitate, 


when our Saviour propoſes no leſs than God Nœatth. vi. 
himſelf, bidding us be Per felt as our Father ver. ul. 


which: is in Heaven i is Perfect: Expecting 
certainly no more, but that we ſhould uſe our 
utmoſt Endeavour to be ſo. And when that is 


done, we not queſtion but that our De-. 
OR L fects 


* 
oy 


ve are but Duſt. £59 We | 

- After the Perfection and Happineſs of a Soul 
ſo reſigned has been made appear; I-ſhall add 
nao more, but only to obſerve that we are bound 
in Juſtice and Gratitude thus to make an Of- 
fering of our Will to God, Our very Beings 
and all the Comforts of them are his free Gilt. 
And if we ſhould ask ourſelves, t ſhall 
De render to theLord for all hir Benefits? 
Shall we anſwer, Nothing? And yet if we will 
return him any Thing, it muſt be aur Wil. 


feds be overlooked by Him, who knows that 


He has not prom us any Thing elſe fo entirely, 


but that he has reſerved a Property in it him- 
ſelf, por all that is in Heaven and Earth 
17 ſtill His. So that in all our other Offer. 
ings we cannot but join with Holy David, in an 


humble — ey to God, ſaying, who 


are ce that we ſhould be able to offer ſi 
willingly after this Sort? For all Things 
come of Thee, and of thine own' have we 
given Thee. But our Will is wholly our Own; 


Freedom is the very Eflence of it; and GO 


leaves it ſo much to our Diſcretion, that he e- 
ven ſuffers us to rebel againſt himſelf with it. But 
is Thar, my Brethren, the Uſe we ſhould make 
of it? If not; We muſt yield it up to Gop, for 
there is no Medium. ib bi Kent 

Nor ſhould the Difficulty of the Thing diſ- 
courage Us, but rather urge us on with all our 
Might to do it. For as our Will is the only 
Thing we have to give him, ſo, difficult Caſes 
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are Thoſe alone in which we can give him That 


When Things run ſmooth» and even tai ouf 
Hearts Content, no Wonder we acquieſce in 
God's Providence. Butrchis is not to yield ro 
his Will, but co rejoice that t is ſo Gracious 
as to yield ro Ours. We never keep our Will 
more to burſelves than ãt ſuch Times; we re- 
cede not in the leaſt from it, but triumph in the 
Succeſs of our own: Deſires. But when our 
Will ſuggeſts one Thing, and/Gop ordains or 
commands another, not only contrary but grie- 
vous alſo to it; then is the Opportunity to 
make our Preſent to him: Then we have it in 
our Power to give ſomething to our Maker: 
Something which he who is All- ſufficient will 
gladly receive and accept with à Reward. Not, 
confeſs, for the Intrinſick Value of it; but 
for the Reaſon I am now urging, becauſe like the 
Widow's Mite, It is our All. 

But are we naturally fond and tenacious of 
our own Will, and Impatient of any Oppoſition 
to it? Let this very Conſideration prevail with 
us the rather to deny ourſelves in this Point for 
the Moment we abide on Earth, in order to ar- 
rive at ſuch a bleſſed Place as we deſire, where 
our Will to all Eternity will never meet with any 
Contradiction. Where Gop will make an am- 
ple Return for our Preſent to Him here; and, 
with all Reverence be it ſpoken, will then make 
his Will Ours. A Place where Self- denial is 
unknown; where the molt craving Appetites 
of Our Soul will be fo fully ſatisfied, that there 

L 3 will 
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will not be Room fo-much- as for 4 N 

Wyh.: Where Gob the Fountain of all C 

at whoſe-right Hand are Pleaſures for e- 
vrrmore, will put an End to all our Wants, 
by yielding up the full Poſſelſion and Enjoyren 
of Himſelf. 

To which ae Stare Gov of his n 
Mercy bring us all at the laſt: And in che mean 
Time let us be daily making our Way to it, by 
fincerely faying, hen we Pray; Thy Will, 0 


n be * 1 er as # i in Hea- 
b i | An 
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- Noe to & * rang ae Father, Gop as Con, 
* Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be all Prayer, 


Might, Majeſiy and mee mow 8 Ne 
e rp Alt | 


* . 
* 

0 
— 


— 


SERMON 


s E R M 0 N VII. 
No ſuch Thinga as  Secrely 
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The Wis of Man are before the Kyjes 
of the Lord, and He e a 
1 hes Coings. h lg 05 
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mon, and if duly attended to would 
render all Exhortations to Care and 

Watchfulneſs in our Ways ſuperflu- 
ous. Are the Ways of Man before. the Eyes 
of the Loxp, and does He ponuer all his Go- 
inge? And ſhould not Man: himſelf have his 
Eye upon them too, to ſee effectually that they 
may be fit for ſuch an le en But alas: 
woful Experience tells us, that this tremendous 
Preſence of Gop, howſoever firmly believed or 
ſenſibly manifeſted, has very rarely that Effect 
upon Mens Lives, which by reaſoning one 
would think it could never mis. 
The only Account that can be given of this 

N ſtrange Diſregard of ſo important a Truth, we 

meet with in Gop's Complaint againſt his own 

L 3 People 
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People the Zews, with whom he had been long 
as perſonally converſant, as with the firſt Man 
he made in the Garden of Eden. They be- 
held the Lightning, and heard the Thunder at 
Mount Siuai, when their Leader Moſes re- 
ceived the Law from Gop's own Hands; as 
they all did their Bread afterwards for forty 
Years together. Gop went before them in the 
Wilderneſs in a Cloud by Day, and a Pillar of 
Fire by Night; He drew Water for them in 
his Mercy out of a dry Rock, and in his Wrath 
clave the Earth aſunder before their Face: Yet 
the One could not prevent their murmuring at 
Him, nor the Other their frequent Revolts 
from him. When he moſt juſtly therefore 
complains, that Children which He had 
thus in Perſon nouriſbd and brought up, re- 
belled againſt him: He obſerves that 7he Ox 
knoweth his Owner, and the Aſs his Ma- 
er's Crib; whereas Iſrael doth: not know 
Him. But what can be the Cauſe of this their 
ſo groſs Stupidity? It follows in the next Words; 
My People, ſays Gop, doth not conſider.” So 
that their Faculty of Reaſon did not raiſe them 
more above, than their not uſing it funk them 
below the Beaſts of the Field: For the Ox and 
the Als, :we ſee, are more knowing Creatures, 
than Man without Conſideration, 

Now ſhould Gop pleaſe to fpeak to us Chri- 
ſtians by another Iſaiab, would not the Hea- 
veng and the Earth be called upon again fo 
give ear to the ſame Complaint of no les ge 
21802 E elneis 
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N 0. ſuch . Bing as gecreſy. 
leſneſs in ourſelves? Though we cannot read 
the Hiſtory of the Jeu thou ghrleſneſs with. 


out Wonder and niſhmenr. *Tis true indeed 
no Viſible Glory puts us in Mind of the Divine 


Preſence, we are never dazled nor terrified with 


the Shechinah: But the Immenſity of Gop's 


Nature in which is founded his Omnipreſence, 


is a Truth which no Chriſtian is a Stranger to. 
We all know that the Heaven of Heavens 
cannot contain him, that he filleth all in all, 


and that there is no flying out of” Hir Sight. 


And yet the greateſt part of Chriſtiahs are ne- 
vertheleſs as regardleſs of him, as if he were like 


an Idol confined within the Walls of his 'own 
Temple, and inſenſible even of what is done 


there. Nor can Forgetfulneſs be pretended, un- | 


les by him who has forgot all Religion: For the 
Acknowledgment of Providence ſuppoſes Gon 


_ every where preſent; and if he were not ſo, all 


Acts of Wotſhip, external as well as internal, 
would be abſurd. So that nothing but want of 
conſidering as we ſhould, and applying it prac- 
tically to our U nderſtanding, can be the Cauſe 
of its loſing that Force and Sway, which other- 
wiſe it muſt needs W in the whole Conte 
of our Lives. 

Now in Order to prevent the Mishortiric of 
falling into ſo fatal a Lethargy, and thar ſo great 
and uſeful a Truth may have its due Influence 
over all here Preſent, I ch you with me to 


take Occaſion from thele ords. The , ays 
er. 
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of Man are before the Eyes of the Lox, 
aud He pondereth all his Goings. | 


I. Firſt, To conſider hat there is no fuch 
Thing as Secrely, it bel in ente lor a Man 


to be alone. 


II. Secondly, To conſider well who chisCom- 


panion is, that ticks ſo cloſely by us 


III. Thirdly, To conſider qo he muſt ne- 


| ceſlarily be either our Friend or our Enemy; and 


IV. 1 To conſider en the End 
he muſt as certainly be our Ju 


L. . irft, Then I beſcech you: to conſider 


chat there is no ſuch Thing as Secrely, it be- 


ing impoſſible for a Man to be alone; A 
If this Alone were well regarded what an 


Alteration would it make in the Lives of Men? 


What a Check would be given to, the Progrels 
of Iniquity? For as bad as the World is, Sin 
cannot yet obtain publick Countenance! And 
however Amiable it may appear to the Sinner, 
who looks upon it through ſuch a deceitful Me- 
dium as the Pleaſure or Profit it may bring: It 
is af foul and deformed an Aſpe& in its own 

Nature, that no other Eyes can look upon it 
without Abhorrence. , Its Parent the Devil him- 
(elf is ſo ſenſible of the Likeneſs of his own Brat, 
that for the molt Part he endeayours to keep it 
in the Dark, or diſguiſe it ſo in its Dreſs that it 
may not be known. Among The many Ser- 
vants he has, employed always in his Drudge- 
„ how few of them care to be told of their 
Work! Or can bear the Charge without 
Anger 
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Anger and Reſetitment! That therefote which 

they judge rhetnſelves' ſo much concetned to 

deny, moſt certainly they would have no Wit⸗- 

neſs by to obſerve: For that would Fg Vopbond the De- 

nial which is thought t fo, neceſfary, 

ble; unleſs for a Nei. Cauſe of 

So chat 2 fancied Obſcuriry and ET is 
| che only Thing that cally OYS. Men mo 
| Sin. "Thais 8 # natal Pace) 
of Self. love, which" makes every 1450 45 . 

to be well thought of; and ee 7525 
' that Opinion which any one covers, 
We excite it. Now Sin 15 che e 

Blemiſh and Diſpar nt 1 5 a Rational Ne 
1 ture is ſubject to. Tis a Contradiction to the 
? moſt Reaſon, That of Gov, and to a 
5 Ray derived from it, che Light of our own 
n Conſcience: And thirefbre muſt- be attended 
d with 'Diſgrace, if known, and conſequen 
draw Shame after it; el ever ws as cl 
and inſeparably as 4 ow does the Bod 
which tis all This rhe firſt Sinners dy iy 
Experience to be true, as all their Polteriry have 
done fince: They, as foon as the forbidden Fruit 
was caten, ſought an hiding Place in the Gar- 
den; and their Followers in Sin, out of the 
fame Senſe of irs Turpitude, have cver-flatter'd 
themſelves with Hopes of it, but as much in 
Vain. For we are no more Ale than. Adam 
and Eve were in Paradice: The {ame Perſon's 


Eye is upon ata; gs] though the ſame Voice 


not t heard. 
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is true indeed the. Sinner does not always 
deſire to be alone; Aſſociates are in ſome, Ca- 
es neceſſary, and in moſt, uſeful: For by.a ſcem- 


ing Partition of the Guilr, the Shame to each 
Particulat ſeems alſo to be leſſen d. But then 


if he could avoid it, he would never ſuffer any 
one to be witneſs, Fee at che ſame Time 
a Partner of the Crime. Fx 

I a Perſon unconcerned in the Affair, who 
had unſcen obſery” d all chat paſſed, ſhould on 
a Sudden be diſcovered i in — MK ; who can 
conceive the Confuſion it would create? Sup- 
poſe but the Murderer, t the Conſpirator, the A- 
dulterer, 8 ſuppris d: What Tumults would 
ſeiſe theit Bieafts 1 | Their Folly, Raſhneſs, 
Guilt, Danger, Ignominy would ruſh huddling 
all ar once into their Thoughts and diſtract their 
Mind. Nor would they be able to rally to- 

ther She. catter d Forces 1 Reaſon to their 


1 


ed them orie more in Na was thought 
of whom no Doors _ 155 out, or ok 
neſs conceal them from. But we need not have 
recourſe to ſuch black Crimes, to repreſent the 
Uneaſineſs which the Diſcovery of an uner- 
pected Spectator would give the Sinner. Folly 


and Guilt are inſeparable Attendants of the leaſt 


Sin, and therefore no Man who has any Value 
left for his own Honour would willingly: be 
caught in any ſingle A of it; much leſs would 


he take Satisfaction in ſuch a Courſe of Life, as 


== 
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would keep a Coriſtant Bluſh upon his Checks. 
Having thus conſidered that there is no ſuch 

Thing as Secreſy, it being reer for a Min 

to be alone; let us proceed | 
II. Secondly, To conſider bach Conipanion 

is that ſticks ſo cloſe by us, and tis no leſs than 

the Loxp our Gop., He alone can be every 

Man's Companion, in whom cvery Man lives 

and moves and has his Being: And is ſuch 

a Companion as follows us intd thoſe Netire- : 

ments which have not been yet conſidered, 

eren into the -Cloſet- of our ow. Hearts. 

There is not ſo much'as There a Corner for the 

Soul to lurk in; but the Lo ND enters with it, 

and is privy to the firſt Springs of all its Actions. 

Sin as ſoon as tis conceived, is diſcovered in 

the Womb, and the Growth of it houtly watch- 

ed until che Birth: : When it may come forth 

into the World under ſuch a Diſguiſe, as to be 

miſtaken there for ſome ſplendid Virtue. It may 

appear in the Robes of Piety, Humility, or Cha- 

rity; and may raiſe the 32 and at- 

tract the Loye and Reverence of Man, who can 

(ce no farther than its gay Cloathing: Bur it 

diſcovers its Natedueſ to him with whom Heb. iv. 

we have to do; and ſtripped of its borrowed *3: 

Colours, the loathlome Spectacle of Hypocrily, 

Pride, or Vanity is opened to the Eyes of Him, 

who. ſees not 7 Man ſees, but is he Frye 

of the Heart aud Rein. 12 
And there indeed is the true Seat of Sin. 

Outward Actions ate but the Symptoms of the 

Diſeaſe 
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wied by che Wiſeſt of Men tb keep our Heurer 


Prov. iv. 


be no Guilt in any of thoſe-Works which pro- 


No ſuch Thing av Secrehy 
Diſeaſe in our Will and Affectioris; the Malignity 
is only inthe'Soul. All human Actions have in 
themſelves: a Meraphyſical Goodnefs, and no 
Moral Evil but what is derived from ani 


lar and a rebellious Will. If that Faculty of the 
Soul in the Sight of Gop be Innocent, there can 


ceed from ic. And hence it is that we are ad. 


with ſo much Diligence; berauſe out oß it 
(as he truly obſerves) are the Iſuer of Life. 
For in the Life of Grace the Heart is no- les 
che Fountain of Living, than it is in the Life of 
Nature. And as the Motions of the Eyes, the 
Hands, and Ftet of an human Body, may by 
the Help of Wheels and Weights and Springs 
be mninitked-in a Statue; but not be li 

tions, pecnuſe they come not from — — 
Soul; che, Principle of Life: So the Virtues of a 
true Chriſtiam may be imitated by the vieſt Sin- 
ner, but not be true Chriſtian Actions; becauſe 
they iſſue not from an Heart'enlivened by Faich, 
and purified by the Love of Gop, but moved 
by the Mechaniſm of ſome external Conlidera- 


tions, che From the Plcaſurcs, er Glorp-ofthe 


World. 

Now che cannor be diſtnguitod by an 
created Eye, none of which can penetrate into 
the Heart, where Got has allowed the Soul a 
Retirement from all. Inſpection but his Own: 
Vet ſuch is the amaaing Folly-of Man as to be 
afraid of every Eye but His; the Only Eye that 


No ſuch Thing as dere. 357 
can ſee to the Bottom of his Iniquiiry; can ne- 
ver be diverted froth * 7 * any 
Art or Pretence whatſoevet be The 
Sinner would hide his Theft, — Mur- 
5 der, Sacrilege; Lewdneſs from the Sightrof Men; 
5 though he knows: the Injuſtice Conctonſneſs, 
Cruelty, Impiety and —— of his Heart 
8 is more open to the View-of GOD, than che 
Acts which iſſue from them are to That of 
Men: Thus ſtupidly; ſtanding: in Awe of 
che Eyes of his fellow Sinners, who may pap 
bly overlook what is done, or ſoon forget it 
perhaps may have no Power or Will to — 
him ſuffer for it; Nay, who may themſeluet 
not only do the ſume 7 bings, but take Pleas 
ſure in him that dees them: While he regards 
not the pure Eye of Gop, but i 
brings ſuch Objects into his Preſence as he knows 
that he cannot but hate, loath and abhor; and 
when once ſeen, cannot even by Time itſelf be 
removed out of his Sight. The Pleaſure ot 
Profit of the Sin will ſoon be paſſed and 
from the Man, but the Filthineſs of it will for e- 
ver conxinue before G o d; ſo thax one ſimgle tran- 
ſient Act, if an Offence, is eternally ſo to Him. 
Theſe are uncontroverted Truths among all 
Chriſtians, and therefore if we compare their 
Practice with them, it will be plain they do not 
conſ1der. For in Comunction with Prayer, which 
muſt ace y all our Endeayours, what more 
effectual Means can be uſed to keep our Hearts 
Clean, than to conſider that GOD is always 


there? 


n i. Mm. | 


i 
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fee no unclean Thing, and turn away from 


No. uch Thing. as Setreſy. 
there? To have our Eye as intent upon Him; 
as his is upon us? The Purity of his Nature 
thus preſent to our Mind, will engage us to rake 
care that he may ſee as little Impurity in our own 
as poſſible. We: ſhall be as diligent in rembying 
the Filchineſs of our Souls, as the Fews: were 
that of their Bodies in the Camp, that the 
Loxp our Go .who Walteth among us, may 


us, When a decent Regard to our fellow Crea- 
tures forbids: us to bring any Thing offenſive 
needleſſly into their Sight; if our Souls were 
but awake, and ſenſible of the divine Preſence, 
ſure we could never prevail with ourſelves to 
affront Gop with ſuch polluted Thoughts and 
Deſires, from which he muſt with Abhorrence 
turn away his Face. Would not a Man baniſh 
Pride, Luſt, Covetouſneſs, Envy, Malice out 
of his Heart; rather than with them there be 
an odious Sight to the moſt excellent and perfect 
Being? To appear Ugly, Deform'd and Naſty; 
to the Eyes of ReRirude Beauty, and Purity 
itſelf? Honour alone, if regarded, would itſelf 
be ſufficient to preſerve every. Man from thus 
rendring himſelf hateful and contemptible; e- 
ſpecially to him whoſe Love and Eſteem it moſt 
highly concerns him to obtain. And this is not 
only the Caſe; but Gop ſeveral Ways ſtands in 
ſuch Relation to Man, as lays him under particu- 
lar Obligations to behave himſelf with more than 
ordinary Caution in His Preſence, and renders 


him inexcuſable even to himſelf, if he does a 4 
| ; 


No ſuch Thing as Secrtfy. 


Ne is our Maker, and we ate the Work of 


| his Hands; ſo that to offend him, is to fly i in 


his Face with thoſe very Powers which he Has 


given us, and which in Juſtice therefore ought 
to be employed in his Service and to his Glory. 


We ſubliſt by his Bounty; all the Neceſlaries 
and Comforts of Life are reached out to us 
a Hand of his Providence: 1 many dins we 


Inftfinkents of our — We ee 20 iu 


Treſpaſſes and Sins, and he ſpared not the 
Blood of his only begotten Son to fedeem us 
out of this deplorable Condition: But to diſpleaſe 
him, is, to deſpiſe this Love of God;' t tram- 


ple under Foot this precious Blood.” to do 


deſpite to the Spirit of Grace, and to teſolye 
to die in Spight of our Redeemer. Gop is alſo 
our Law-Giver, and every Action Word or 
Thought which offends him, is a Breach of 
ſome Law of His; and That beſore his Face, is 
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a moſt Impudent Defiance of Him; tis to date 
the Arm of Omnipotence; which implies no 


leſs Stupidity or Madneſs, than Affronting our 
Maker, Benefactor and Redeemer in his 
Preſence, does the baſeſt Ingratitude. But to 


compleat all, Folly is ſo inſeparable from Sin, 


chat the Sinner is always playing the Fool; and 
to do that in the Sighr of Infinite Wiſdom, is 
certainly no leſs than Infinite Folly. As will ap- 
pear more particularly ”y n 


m. Thirdly, 


x60 No farb Things as Sen 


III. TBirdly, That this Companion ſlicks ſo 
"oe by us, The Loxp our 'Gop, muſt necèſ- 
ſarily be either our Friend or Enemy. There is 
no Medium; He cannot look on with Indiffe- 
renee, unconcerned as to what we do: For 
the Ways. of Man are not onhy before his 
yes, but he ponders all his Goings ; that is, 
He examines them by the Law and Rule which 
Man fhould walk by, and muſt approve or diſ- 
approve of, them, as they apree or diſagree with 
ir, and .accordingly muſt Love or Hate us: 
The Effects of which two Paſſions are very 

well known; Love works all the Good ü thas is 
in its Power, and Hatred all the Ill. So that 
ef or Enmity is always to be valuoch ot 
f ed according to the Power that accompa- 
—— it. Would we then make the right Uſe of 
this Conſideration that Gop muſt be cithet our 
Friend ot our Enemy: Let us as livelily as we are 
able ſet before our Face his Infinite Perſections, 
and then remember that they muſt all be turned 
to our Hurt or Benefit; that Gop muſt em- 
ploy them as a Friend for our Good, or as an 
enraged, Enemy purſue us with them to our 
Dan. v. 6. 8 Will not a Man's Countenance 
be changed. the Joints of his Loins loofed, 
and his Kmees ſinite one againſt another! 
Who ſees infinite Goodneſs provoked, turned 
into Fury;/ armed with — Power, and un- 
| der the Conduct of no leſs Wiſdom; Theſe 
Job. vi. 4. Terrors of Gov ſet themſetues in Array 4. 
gainſt him? And what an Extaſy of Joy po 
chat 
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that Man be tranſported with, who beholds the 


fame Goodneſs, aſſiſted by the fame Wiſdom, con- 


triving how to uſe the ſame Power for his Advan- 
tage? Need I ask you which of theſe Caſes you 
would have your Own? Surely nor. Nor is there 
more Necefliry to tell you, that every Man may 
make which of the two he pleaſes his Own. For 
Gop is not a Friend or Foe by Chance and ar 
Random, bur for wiſe and juſt Reaſons, which 


are always taken from Mens own Behaviour in 


his Sight. Would a Man be bleſſed with his in- 
eſtimable Friendſhip? Let him make the firſt 
Advance, and ſhew his Affection and Reſpe& 
to Gop, by bringing nothing odious and offen- 
five into His W 55.1 A reaſonable Care will 
be ſufficient; Gop's Nature is too perfect to be 
captious, and he will never refuſe his Friendſhip 
to any one who makes it thus appear that he 
ſincerely loves him. Would a Man be ſecure 
from having fo dreadful an Enemy? Let him 
not begin the War firſt, ſhake off his Obedience, 
and riſe up in Rebellion againſt him: Ler him 
not break his Laws before his Eyes, and defie 
him to his Face. Go is not of an Angry Na- 
ture, nothing leſs than this will provoke him; 
and though his Goodneſs be Infinite, it cannot 
be wondered that ſuch Uſage ſhould. | 
'Tis true, Gop is an Inviſible Friend or E- 
nemy, Darkneſs is round about him, and 
whether his Arm be ſtretched our to deſtroy-or 
laye, we fee it not: His Vengeance or his Mer- 
TOO NM: cies 
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cies are conyeyed uſually through the ſecrer and 
unſeen Channels of his Providence. We are not 
often pleaſed or terrified with their Approach ar 


a Diſtance: His Goodneſs moſt commonly ar;- 


ſes like Light out of Darkneſs, to our great 
Surprize; and his Arrows are no leſs ſuddenly 


felt ſticking in our Hearts, without any Diſco- 


very of their Flight rowards us. But they are 
Both of ſuch vaſt Concern and ſo ſure to reach 
us, that the Importance of them cannot be illuſ- 
trated, or made more ſenſible, by any Compa- 
riſon that can be made. The utmoſt that this 
World can ſuggeſt, is the Power of ſome mighty 
Prince. But were it ſuppoſed that his Favour 
or Fury depended, as to myſelf, entirely on my 
own Conduct: What is he to the King of 
Kings? Infinitely leſs than the meaneſt of his 
Vaſſals to himſelf. And though I ſhould have 
ſufficient Reaſon to carry a watchful Eye upon 
myſelf in his Preſence, and might juſtly be 
thought void of Senſe, if I cared not whether 
I made him my Friend or Enemy; but ſhould 
ſay or do whatſoever I pleaſed before him, with- 
out any Regard to what he would think of it: 
Yer the Reaſon for ſuch Care and Caution in 
this Caſe, is infinitely leſs than what every Man 
has for it, as he is always in the Preſence of Gop. 
Let ſuch a mighty Monarch reſolve to exalt 
his Favourite to the higheſt Pitch of Honour; 
or meditate the ſevereſt Vengeance againſt the 
Man he moſt juſtly hates : His Mind may unac- 
| countably 
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countably change, or before he goes about ci- 
ther, His Soul may be required of him. He 
may miſtake in the Means he uſes to attain his 
End; or if he does not, and his Hand be lift- 
cd up full of Wrath or Bounty, before he can 
drop it where he would, that Hand may M i- 
ther. Or if he ſucceeds in all he attemprs, he 
has no Influence over the Mind; he cannot be- 
ſtow Content with his Favours, nor deprive any 
Man of it by his Frowns. But it is not ſo with 
Cop; there is in Him no Fickleneſs of Hu- 
mour, nor can he be removed out of the Way; 


He cannot through Error pitch upon wrong 


Means, nor is there any Arm able to ſtruggle 
with him. All Things are obedient to his 
Will. Are we in his Favour? And does he ſee 
Fale and Wealth and Honour for our Good? 
Let him but ſay to the meaneſt of his Friends, 
Be Thou Rich and Great; and he is ſo. Does 
He ſee Adverſity better for us? He knows how 
to ſweeten it with Content; to make the bitter 
Pill, wholeſome; and to improve Affliction into 
a Blefling. Is he our Enemy? Miſery attends 
upon his Will; Sickneſs, Diſgrace, Poverty, are 
ready at his Call. Nor has the World any 
Thing for our Relief. Covetouſneſs ſhall then 
turn the greateſt Affluence into Want; reſtleſs 
Ambition tarniſh the brighteſt Honours; and 


the Leaven of Diſcontent ſowre all Enjoyments. 


God indeed is every Thing to Man: Let Him Pal. xxx. 
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but hide his Face, and we are troubled ; 7: 


and in his Pleaſure is Life. 
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either our + liend or Enemy; So 


| ed; all his Actions, Words and Thoughts re- 


the Righteous Judge of all the Earth. A Day 


1 3 ö 

No ſuch Thing as Secrefy. 
B it poſſible for a Man to think on this, and 
to think he need have no Care of his Beha. 
viour in the Preſenoe of Gop ? to think G op 
Judgment of his Ways a Matter of Indifference: 
to be unconcerned Whether Gop loves or hates 
him; whether he is his Friend or his Enemy: 
Let every one of us but try the Experiment, and 
I ask no more. Vet thert᷑ is another Conſidera- 
tion ſtill behind, even of greater Weight than 
this: For as Gop, before whole Eyes are al 
our Ways, muſt according to what they are, be 


- 


Fourthiy, He muſt in the End as certainly 
„„ CEE os ee ES 
Hitherto we have conſidered the Eye of Gop 
upon our Ways, and his Love or Hatred, chief 
with Regard to the State of Man in chis Lite. 
But alas! There is a Day of Reckoning to come, 
when the Part every Man has Aged upon 
the Stage of this World will be nicely. examin- 
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viewed: And as they prove upon the Tryal, 
the final Condition of us All will be derermin- 
ed; and a State of Miſery or Happineſs Eter- 
nal and Immutable, aſſign'd to every Man by 


pn bs — — 2, — 


— 


of inexpreſſible Wonder and Amazement: 

the Dead ſhall hear the Voice of Gop, and al 
Mankind agree at laſt to pay Obedience to it, 
and with one Conſent preſent themſelves before 
the dread Tribunal. Adam with his numerous 
Family, who for many thouſand Years, Gene- 
6 


ration 
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ration after Generation had been ere) one 
another into Graves, ſhall then meęt together; 


and with i infinite Horror or Conſolation behold 


theit Jud ge, whoſe Eye was always upon Them, 


and. whom every Man there-has already made 


his Friend or ee, What Toto 
exprels, or Heart conceiye the Confuſion of a 
guilry Soul, who can no longer be, inſenſible of 
the Divine Preſence? Who "how all his 
Life- Time he had affronced that, glorious Ma- 
jſty to his Face, and that he is now called to 
give an Account of thoſe Actions which were 
then loathed and abhorred by that da Gop, 
before whom he now ſtands in Jud 

How will he wiſh, bit wiſh in vain, 50 his 


judge had been as much i in his Thoughts Then, 


as He is Now in View Ne cannot but ackriow- 
ledge that he was no leſs Preſent Then, and that 
there was an Opportunity to have recommend- 
ed himſelf to his Fayour if he had pleaſed. He 
now beholds hzs Gow, as @ conſuming Fire: 
Whereas if he would have caſt his Eye upon 
him in due Time, he might now with Joy and 
Rapture, look upon him as the Fountain of Bliſs. 

Infernal Spirits, and the Worm that never dies, 
are all the Companions he muſt expect for ever; 

and that in the midſt of Flames, and yet fur- 
rounded with the Horrors of Darknefs : Whereas 
if he had taken Care in Time to have made his 
Judge his Friend, a Manſion in his own King- 
dom would have been prepared for him, a 


Crown of Glory ready to be put on, and Erer- 


M 3 nity 
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: nity itſelf would never have let in any other 


Company to him, than the bleſſed Ange, 
or Spirit of uſi Men made Perfect; and 
that in the Beatifick Preſence of the Father of 
Let ſuch a miſerable Wretch be asked, if his 
Courage will now ſerve him to ſin, and in open 
Court exaſperate his Judge? The moſt harden- 
ed and audacious Sinner would ſurely anſwer, 
No. Yet this is no more than what he had 
done through the whole Courſe of his Life. 
Not any one of his Sins but was committed 
before the Eyes of that very Gop, whom he 
now with ſo much Terrour is looking upon. 
And this, my Brethren! is the Caſe of us all, 
Why then ſhould we not in Time conſider; 
and when Ve con ſider, not be afraid of 
DE | | of 
We are ever upon our Tryal before Gop; 
we cannot act or ſpeak or think, out of his 


Preſence; nor can He who ponders all our 


Gozngs, avoid paſſing Judgment upon them: 
So that as they pleaſe or offend him, we are 


i. either treaſuring up Wrath againſt the Day 


of Wrath, or ſecuring to ourſelves Glory, and 
Honour, aud Peace for evermore, Our Re- 
ward or Puniſhment is indeed ſomething farther 
off in this Life; but tis as certain as if we were 
this Inſtant to receive our final Sentence, and 
the Eternity of it removes even That Difference. 
If ſuch a Senſe of the Preſence of our judge 
was firmly fixed in our Minds, we ſhould un- 
. | doubtedly 


deubredly keep a moſt ſtrict Eye upon ourſelves: 


We ſhould ſtedfaſtly reſolve to tate effectual heed. 


to our Ways, to ſet a Watch before the Door 
of our Lips, and to keep our very Thoughts 
as with a Bridle. Nor would any Thing from 
without be able to diſturb us in purſuing this 
Wiſe and Neceſſary Reſolution. All the Temp- 
tations of the World would preſently ſicken and 


die, and leave our Adverſary entirely diſarmed. 


What Reliſh can there be in thoſe Pleaſures, for 
which a Man knows that His Judge who was 
looking on, will ſentence him to cternal Tor- 
ments? What Profit in thoſe Riches which muſt 


be paid for with the Loſs of his Soul? What Sa- 
tisfaction or Glory in any Honours, to a Man 


who knows that he is hated and contemned ar 


preſent by his Gop, and at laſt muſt appear 


with utmoſt Shame and Confuſion before the 


General Aſſembly of Men and Angels. 

Tis true, I confeſs, a preſent Senſe of Quiet 
or Trouble does always much affect us: And 
tis to be feared that Men are generally diſcoura- 


ged from ſetting their Judge thus before their 


Eyes, by the Apprehenſion of ſome preſent 
Uneaſineſs it might create. But this is a very 
great Miſtake : For it would certainly awe them 
into Obedience, and then they would look up- 
on their Judge with unſpeakable Delight, They 
would caſt their Eye upon a Friend, and ſuch 


an One as would be able 10 give Relief and Com- Pſal. 
fort in all Diſtreſs: They would ſee the mighty x 


Arm of Omnipotence extended in their Fa- 
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Job. 


vour, of whom then ſhould they be afraid? 


They might at any Time with Joy retire into 


their Cloſers, being fure to find him with them, 
and there throw themſelves into his Boſom; 
pour out their Complaints into his Ears, la 

open their Wants, ſecurely caſting all their 
Care upon Him, who ſo affectionately Careth 


for them. Are they injured, oppreſſed, calumnia- 


ted, perſecuted? The Judge of their Enemies as 
well as of Themſelves ſtands by, and in due 
Time will avenge their Wrongs, and make them 
ample Recompence for their Sufferings. Are 
they aſſaulted by a violent Temptation, and are 
the fery Darts of the Devil flying at them? 
What Life and Spirit will it give to obſerve 
Him preſent, a Witneſs of their Faith, Con- 
ſtancy and Courage in the Combare, from 
whom alone they expect the Reward: of Vic- 
tory, and who has Crowns laid up for all thoſe 
who fight manfully under his Banner! And 
when The King of Terrors ſhall lay his cold 
Hands upon them, inſtead of frightning, he 
will be bid welcome by his Priſoners, who will 
look upon their Graves no otherwiſe than as ſe- 
cure Retreats from the Storms and Tempeſts 
of the World; where they may fleep in Peace 


till the /af? Trumpet (hall awake and call them 


forth to meet their Judge coming iu the Clouds 
of Heaven, with Power and great Glory: 
Power, which his Enemies will feel; and Glo- 
ry, which his Friends will partake of. 


That 


No fuch Thing as Secreſy. 

Thar Judge for whoſe inviſible Preſence 
thoſe Friends had always ſo great Awe and Re- 
verence, will on that very Account, now viſible 
in the Perſon of their Redeemer, be looked upon 
with unexpreſſible Comfort and Delight, Great- 
er Joy they cannot know, till they are-called a- 
mong the Bleſſed of their Father to inherit 


the Kingdom prepared for them from the 
Foundation of the World. 
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And that this may be the happy Caſe of 


us All, let us be ever mindful that before he ſits 
on che Throne of judgment, the Ways of Man 


are before the Eyes of the Loxb, and be 


pondereth all his Going. R 


Now 70 Gan the Fa 3 the Son, 
Gop the Holy Ghoſt, be all. Power, and 


Might, Majeſty, and Dominion noc and 


for ever more. Amen. 
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Finally, Brethren, pray for us, that 
the Word of the Lonp may have free 
Courſe, and be glorified even as it 
16 with you; 

And that we may be delivered aki un- 
reaſonable and wicked Men, for all 
Men have not Faith. 


HE Apoſtle drawing towards a Con- 
cluſion of his ſecond Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians, takes Notice, to their 
Honour, of the Succeſs he had met 

with in preaching the Goſpel to them: For 
it ſeems among Them, it had free Courſe, and 
was glorifi Sj} that is, it was readily received, 
and Cs by the good Lives of thoſe new 
Converts. And he could not in a more em- 
phatical Way give them their due Praiſe, than 


by deſiring their Prayers, that wherever he = 


! ccc // 
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liſhed the Word of the Lox, it might have 
only the ſame free Courſe, and gain the fame 
Credit and Reputation by the Reformation of 
the Lives of all thoſe who ſhould hearker to it, 
as it bad done among Themſelves at Theſſa- 
lonica. 8 Lg: 
Finally, Brethren, pray for us, that the 


* - 
- 
* * 
. * w P 
1 1 y 
. 
p * 9 ** - 
* 7 . 


Word of the Loxd may have free Courſe, 


and be glorified even as it is with you. And 
in order hereunto that God would defend and 
protect them againſt all ſuch Men, as could 
poſſibly make any Oppolition to their Doctrine, 
which in the Apoſtle's Opinion could be no 
other, than unreaſonable or wicked Men, or 
Both: And that we may be delivered from 
unreaſonable and wicked Men. And that there 
were ſuch he acknowledges, for all Men, lays 
he, have not Faith, that is, all whom the Go- 
ſpel is preached to, do not believe, and ſuch 
will be ſure to lay all the Obſtructions they can 
in its Way, to ſtop the Progreſs of it. | 

I know it is the Opinion of ſome Expoſitors, 
that St. Paul here particularly meant the Gno- 
ſlicks, who at the writing of theſe Epiſtles, were 
the moſt pernicious and prevailing Enemies they 
had: For alluring ſome by their indulgence of 
Luſts, and promiſe of Immunity from Perſecu- 
tion; and amuſing others by the Strangeneſs of 
their Sorceries; they had gained a very great Par- 
ty, and had not only hindered ſome from receiv- 
ing the Word of God, but corrupted and ſedu- 
ced many of the Belieyers. And if we conſider 


3 the. 
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the unreaſonable and abſurd Doctrines, as well 
as the Abominable Practices of That Sect, it 
mufſt be acknowle d, that d and wroyyge! | 
(the Words here uſed] are very apt and proper 
„ 0005 099 oh WB 
But admitting the Apoſtle here in this Ex- 
eee to have an Eye to the Gnoſflicks, it 
by no Means follows' that he meant Them, ex- 
'clufive of all Others. The Words are general, 
and manifeſtly were defigned ro comprehend 
all the Enemies of the Chriſtian Faith. For 
the Prayers of the Theſſalonians are deſired by 


che Apoſtle; that in his delivering the Word 
of Gov, all Obſtacles might be removed out 
of his Way; and to this End he deſires nothin 
more, but to be delivered from anreaſonabl 
and wic ted Men; of what Sort ſoever; there- 
by plainly intimating that all ſuch, and none 
but ſuch, would ſet themſelves in Oppoſition 
ir 1 + 
But it is to be obſerved that by unreaſonable 
and wicked Men are here to be undetſtood, not 
barely Men of a weak Head, and infirm Reſo- 
lutions; Men who are no cloſe Reafoners, but 
_ eafily over reached and miſled by more ſubtile 
Arguers; not Men barely of careleſs Lives, fall- 
ing through Inadvertency, though frequently, 
into Sin; for theſe are Frailties humane Nature 
is expoſed to, and if all ſuch were Enemies to 
the Faith, the Chriſtian Religion would have 
but few Friends. But bj Wicked Men, St. 
Paul means, Men Gbaueſted in their Principles ; 
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of ** Lives, and abandoned to cheir Luſt; 
and by unreaſonable, Men blind in their Un- 
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derſtanding; not only falſe and abſurd Realo- 


ners, ſuch as are inconſiſtent with themiclves, 
affirm and deny the ſame Things, and do not 
ſee it; a leſs than this the Werz c 797 04 
and Tong import. So that nothing can be 
ſaid more for the Honour of the Chiritian Re- 
ligion, than what is couched in the Words of 
my Text. Irs Doctrine muſt be moſt pure and 
holy, if nothing leſs than conſummate Wick- 
edneſs can openly oppoſe it, and the Evidence 
for its divine Authority muſt be moſt clear and 
unconteſtable, if none but ablurd Men, mere 
Blunderers in Argument have any Thing to ay 
againſt it, 

And that this was the Caſe at the firſt ouch 
ing of the Goſpel, may very eaſily be — 125 
pear, if we conſider who they were that 


chemlclyes to oppole the Progrels of it, and up- 


on what Grounds they did it. I ſhall, not in- 
ſiſt upon the Oppoſition made to it by Men of 
flagitious Lives, on Account of their Love of 
Sin: Thar was impoſſible to be - otherwiſe, 
Preaching, the Goſpel, was declaring, open War 
againſt Sin, and therefore tis not to be wonder- 
ed at, if Sin would ſtruggle and make all the 
Reſiſtance that it could. And in ing Mens 
Wills and Affections, it went a 3 it enga- 
ging their Reaſon and their Judgment too, The 
Love of any Thing does uſually caſt a Miſt be- 
fore our Eyes, and we very rarely diſcoyer — 

Defor- 
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Deformity of any Thing that is dear to us. lt 
is the very Reaſon that our Saviour gives of Inf: 

Joh iii. 19. delity, This is he Condemnation, That Light 
is come into the World, but Men love Dark: 
neſs rather than Light becauſe their Deeds 
are evil. Now ſince the only Way that Siri 
gave any Obſtruction to the Progreſs of the 
Word of Gop, was by blinding Mens Under- 
ſtanding, there is no need, as I obſerved, to en- 
large on this Subject diſtinctly; and ſhall therefore 
proceed to ſhew how unreaſonable Men the 
Enemies of the Goſpel were. And they will 
all come under one of theſe three Denomina- 
tions; either they were Fews, Heathens, or 
Atheiſts. I ſhall conſider them diſtinctly, and 
mark out ſome few Abſurdities peculiar to each 
of them, as Unbelievers: Not undertaking a full 
Confutation of their reſpective Errors, which is 
not within the Compaſs of ſuch a Diſcourſe; 
but endeavouring to ſay enough to prove them 
abſurd and inconſiſtent Reaſoners, properly 
&mmTu, as the Apoſtle calls them, Men in the 
higheſt Senſe, Dureaſonable. And from hence 
I ſhall take Occaſion to ſhew the ſame of the 

Adverſaries of our particular National Church, 
and that ſhe has the Honour of having no other 
ſort of Enemies but what the Chriſtian Religion 
itſelf has, moſt abſurd and unreaſonable Men. 

To begin then; I am | | 
I. Firſt, To conſider the Jews, and the 
peculiar Abſurdity of their Oppoſition to rhe 
Goſpel ; and certainly greater could not be. 
God's 


of Infidelity. 


God's Promiſe of the Meſſiabh was made 


to them, and they lived for many Ages in the 
Expectation of him. All their Prophets were 


but as ſo many Heralds to proclaim his Ap- 
proach, and prepare their Minds to receive him: 
And that there might not be ſo much as a Poſ- 
ſibility to miſtake him, he is deſcribed as to the 
minuteſt Circumſtances of Life. His Tribe, 
and very Family, was known from the Be- 

inning; the very Place of his Birth foretold 
one Prophet, and the Virginity of his Mo- 
ther, by another. His State of Humiliation 


and Paſſion at large deſcribed, as is his Exalta- 


tion and Glory, when he roſe from the 

and aſcended up into Heayen, by other Pro- 
phets. And the Time of his coming was fo 
diſtincty pointed out, that there ſeemed no 
Room for Error. When the Scepter depart- 
ed from Judah, one would think the Jeu could 
not be ignorant of, or when Daniels Weeks 
expired. Nor, indeed, were they; for at the 
very Time that CHRIST was born, the Meſſiah 
was ſo much expected by them, that they had 
filled the whole World with the Noiſe of it. 
Now when a Perſon was born at the Time, 
and in the Place foretold, and to whom all the 


Marks of the Meſſiah belong d; who by his 


Life, and Miracles, his Death, Reſurrection, 
and Aſcenſion, had fulfilled all that had been 
written of him by the Prophets; when the 
Gentiles flock d in to him in great Numbers, 
which by innumerable Prophecies the Jews 
MEM ha 
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by the Prophet Daniel, that Meſſia 


The General Cauſe | 


had learned, was the peculiar Buſineſs of their 


Me/ras to effect: What could be more mon- 
ſtrous and abſurd than their Infidelity > Thoſe 


of them who teyiled, perſecuted, and at length 


brought him to the Croſs, gave moſt undeniable 


Probfs that He was the Perſon he profeſſed 
himſelf, by making themſelves the very Inſtru- 
ments of fulfilling ſome of the moſt remarkable 
Prophecies concerning him. Thus while they 
denied the bleſſed JIꝝxsus to be the Meſſiah, 
and put him to death for pretending it; by this 
very Act they proved him to be fo, and opened 
the Eyes of other Men, by ſhutting their own. 
And thofe of them, who beſides the Miracles 


and holy Doctrine of our Loxp, had the Ad- 


dition of this fo ftrong Argument ro convince 
them, and yer continued in Infidelity, were 
certainly not the leſs unreaſonable Men. 

And if we enquire into the Cauſes of this 
Unbelief, we ſhall find them ſuch as will take 
nothing off from the Abſurdity of ir. They 
were no better than two groſs Errors; a fix d 
Opinion of the Perpetuity of the Law of Mo- 


er, and of their Meſſiab's being a Temporal 


Prince. | | 
As to the firſt, it was taken up directly con- 
trary to plain Propheries, the very Nature of 
the Law, and inconſiſtent with a plain Truth 
they made do doubt of. It is ſaid expreſſly 

þ Jooul 
cauſe the Sarrifice and the Oblation toceaſe; 


and well he might, when it was only a TYP 
| all 


\ of feet). 177 
and Eigaie of that which he himſelf was to offer 
up upon the Croſs, and therefore could be af⸗ 
| terwards of no farther Uſe. Befides, they all 
| knew that to theit Meſſiab was the gat her. 
WW ing of the People to be. That His Don ad 
| was to be from the one Sea 0 the other and 8, 11. 
from the Flood unto the World's End; 545 
f all Kings ſhould fall bun before Bm, ad 
7 all my ſhould do him Service. How was 
this conſiſtent with the Temple Worſhip? Could 


ache Makes from all Parts Gf the World = 
| thrice every Year to Jeruſalem 1 
. 
8 
& 


No; the Prophet 75110 wr ewe lch 
long before, that end ſhould be 717 5 
ol encreaſed, that is, 55 1 e coming in 17 oy 
e Gentiles, Ins faith be L. d ND, Suey f | 
c ſay no more, 125 Ar of be Covenant 75 T5 
Loxy : neither hall ir con to mind, neither 
Hall they remember it, no liber: ſoallehey 7 65 | 
it, neither Hall that * any moro. 1 
is all this.” but 4 plain Declaration, that the 
Meſſiah was to put an End to the Temple 
Service, and that it was, uttetly inconſiſtent with 
the Enlargernent of the Church by the Vocarloti 
of the Gentiles? And nothing is 7 evident 
than that the whole Oersubul of the ZFewi/ſh 
Church, was deſign'd by v Gon chiefly rv Jak: | 
guiſh and ſeparate 1 * from the reſt of the 
Nations, and could not in its own Nature laſt 
any longer thin that Separatien of them did.” 
Their Carnal Notion of the Temporal 
Grandeur of their * ah, was no better 4 
Reaſon 
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_ Reaſon for chai Inkdelity 1 ol be confels'd, 


that from the gr e ken 27 the Pro- 
Pai ; of the C Glory. ihe Ml, > 
.this Canceir, of his 2 randeur 


a 0 1 infected the whole Body of the Jews, 
the Apoſt les themſelves were not free from 


| & Bars ae proving of. this Opinion ſo gene- 


ally. lince 22 heighten and not di- 
2 Abſurdic 1 de all che Jews-knew 
Gen. xlix. that- their Meſſi efſia ot to come till che 


1% Fcapter had. ale _ 7Zudah, and 4 

Laugiver From between bis feet. How 
they ſhould all imagine that That Me ſſiab 
{bould govern them as a Temporal King, is 
hard to be accounted for. Nor will it be ſuf- 


Ad i. 6. ficient, to anſwer, that they ex pected He ſhould 


reſtore the Kingdom = 1 ae. For ſuch 

an Expoctation was no leſs inconſiſtent with 
another plain Prophecy, which they could 

Dan. ix. not be ignorant of, vi Z. that Meſſia ſhould 
26. pk cut of and the City and Ln 

eſtr 

| Bur cher raking i up this ſtrange 0 pinion was 

not more abſurd, than their adhering to it after 

the Meſſiah came. What Defeat of Power 

did they find in CHRIS, that ſhould make 

them unwilling to diſcern cheir Miſtake 2: They 

might p leaſe themſelves with a Prolpe& of Vic- 
torious Fe and trium over their Ene- 
mies; but was this out of the Reach of his 
Arm, who could feed thouſands with a few 


Wen of Bread, command the Winds 8 
0 7 3 cas 
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Seas to obey him, reſtore Feet to the Lame, 
Eyes to the Blind, and Life to the Dead; could 
make the Prince of Darkneſs tremble, and with 
one Word pur his Legions to 5 5 2. Was it a 
Diſappointment to loſe their Earthly Prince, 
and to have Gop given them in his Room? 
Were the Romans more dreadful Enemies than 
Sin and Satan? And was an Everlaſting King- 
dom above, but a mean Recompence for ch 


tereſt might have enclined them to rejoice in 
ſeeing their Error. That uſes too often to ſe- 
duce Men from the Truth, but it is the great 
Aggravation of the Zews Folly, that they would 
not hearken to it, when it would have led them 
to the Truth. They would rather crucify their 


Meſſiah, than acknowledge that the Yoke 
which was ſo grievous to them and their Fore- 


Loſs of a fading Crown below? Sure their In- 


fathers, was not always to be abour their Necks; . © 


or than own the Second of the Divine Perſons - 


to be their King, after they had promiſed them- 
ſelyes a Temporal Prince 


hope this may ſuffice to ſhew that theſe 


Enemies of the Goſpel were in a very high De- 

gree Unreaſonable Men. I am now 
II. Secondly, To conſider the Heathens, and 
the peculiar Abſurdity of their Oppoſition to 

the Goſpel, ; „ | 
The Cruelties by which Chriſtianity was op- 
poſed as it were in its Cradle, the early Belie- 
vers were miſerable Wirneſles of ; and their 
Poſteriry cannot read the Hiſtory of them 
1 without 
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without partaking in ſome meaſure of their Pain. 
And yet ir doth not appear that the Heathens 
knew any thing of the Religion which they thus 
furiouſly perſecuted. What — urged againſt 
the Profeſſors of it, being pe le Lyes, are a 
plain Proof of it, vi. the Thyeſtean Feaſts, 
and promiſcuous Luſts, at their private Noctur- 
nal Meetings; than which it is not poſſible for 
the Devil himſelf to invent Crimes more con- 
tradictory to the holy, pure, and charitable Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel. 1 
| Beſides, at their Trials they never entred in- 
to the Merits of the Cauſe, but the whole Bu- 
ſineſs was diſpatch'd with a ſhort Queſtion 
Will you facrifice to the Gods? or are you 4 
Chriſtian? and according to their Anſwer, with- 
out permitting them to offer one Word in their 


own Defence, the Sentence was as quick; A- 


way with them to the Lions. This all the 
1 complain of, and in their Addreſſes 
to the Emperors ask no more, but to be faitly 
heard. Now in all Cauſes to condemn with- 
out hearing, is allow'd to be as unreaſonable as 
it is unjuſt; and in this Cale it is more eſpecially 
ſo, becauſe it was done' in Defence of their 
own ſtupid Idolatry, and beaſtly Rites of their 
own Worſhip. 7 V 

It may be ſuppoſed that the rows me; 
and pretendedly Learned Men, might ſearch far- 


ther into the Matter, and produce ſomething 
of ſeeming Weight againſt the new Se, as it 
was call d. But whoever examines their Ob- 

jections, 
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of Infidelity. 
jections, will find they did not. The Time 
will not ſuffer me to be particular, this I ſhall 
only obſerve in general, that the Pyrhagoreans, 
as Porphyry, —ů and Julian, oppoſed 
Chriſtianity upon the ſame ſenſeleſs Account as 


the Common People did, a mad ſuperſtitious 


Zeal for the old Pagan Idolatry; and Celſus 
being an Epicurean, his Caſe was much the 


lame as the Atheiſts. But none of them deny- 


ing the Matter of Fact, I mean our Saviour's 
Miracles, upon which all is built, they agree to- 
gether in this one grand Abſurdity to deny the 
Truth, of which at the ſame time they allow 
the Proof. And I preſume their imputing thoſe 
Miracles to Magick, or attempting to leſſen 
them by comparing them with notorious Fa- 
bles, will not ſhew them to be more acute Ar- 


guers, but be a farther Proof of the Strength of 


Prejudice againſt That, which they wanted Rea- 
ſon to oppoſe. I am now _ | | 
III. Thirdly, To conſider the Atheiſts, and 
the peculiar Abſurdity of their Oppaſition to 
the Goſpel. 
They indeed are not particular Enemies to 


Chriſtianity, but to all Religion, as denying the 


Foundation of it, the Being of a Gop. Now 
the Belief of a Go in all Ages and all Parts of 
the World has ſo univerſally obtained, that it 
ſeems to be a natural Notion and born with us; 
ſo that he that wants it, may be look d upon in 
that reſpect, monſtrous, - At leaſt ir muſt be 
allow'd, that for a few Men to oppoſe their 
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The General Cauſe 
private Opinion againſt the Voice of Mankind, 
is a moſt unreaſonable Preſumption. If one 
Man ſhould pretend to ſee any thing, which not 
one of Ten thouſand Lookers on beſides could 
ſee, and perſiſt in it againſt them all, would not 
he be thought mad? Bur the Compariſon doth 
not fully reach the Cale. We are capable of 
ſome Certainty about all ſenſible Objects; but 
the Atheiſt pretends to be certain of a pure Ne- 
gative, which is capable of no Proof, unleſs in 
Matters we well underſtand, where we can diſ- 
cover a Contradiction; which in this Caſe, he 
muſt not urge from 'any Difficulty he meets 
with in forming a Conception of ſuch a Being, 
unleſs he will allo ſet up for Infinite Under- 
ſtanding. Bur he labours under a farther Miſ- 
fortune, that however myſterious the Notion 
of a God is, and out of the Reach of his Mind, 
yet whether he will or no, he muſt acknow- 
ledge r foyuc is altogether as incom- 
prehenſible. Will he fay that there is not any 
thing in the World Self- Exiſtent, and from all 
Eternity? If he doth, he muſt affirm. there is 
nothing in it now, for if there once had been 
nothing, there never could have been any _ 
But can he form a Conception of Self-Exiſtence, 
and Eternity? No, certainly. And yet the 
Thing cannot be denied. He muſt alſo own, 
that this Original, Self-Exiſtent Being, is Intel- 
lectual, or it is not. If not, can he tell how it 
comes to pals, that a Self-Exiſtent, Independent 
Being ſhould want fuch a Perfection? But we 


can 


we Tafel). 2 * 


can caſt our Eye no where in the Word- but 
we trace the Foorſteps' of Wiſdom ald Cogtri- 
vance, tis to be ſeen in the meaneſt Plant or "or 
Inſe&: And yet if chere he no Self-Exiſtent, 185 
tellectual Being, there is tid" Wiſdom or Con- 
trivance at all in the Fabrick « or Government of 
the World, bur all is owing'to Chance or Fare, 
that is, indeed, to he knows not war. 

But it would be endleſs to follow an Atheiſt 
in every Step of his'wandring out of the Paths 
of Reaſon, whole Triconfiſtences and Blunders 
are hardly leſs Infinite in Weight or Number, 
than the Perfections of that Gov which he de- 


nies.” Inſomuch that many Divines are of O- 


pinion, that there is not, that there carinar be 
an Atheiſt in the World, ard appeal tq their 
own Conſciences for the Proof. They aff i 
that a Senſe of Divirity i8 implanted by 
in the Soul, and is as eſſentiaf to him as "is 
Underſtanding. But, alas! we know too W well 
that che Mind may be darkned; and the Con- 
ſcience ſeared, and how far or at what Deg 
to ſtop we know not; and Experience, 'an 
Matter of Fact in all Age, ems to overthrow 
thoſe nice Speculations: © 

We have thus dbb briefly tb repre- 
ſent the Weakneſs of thoſe Grounds upon which 


$7 


our holy Religion was oppoſed and perſecutec 


at its firſt Appearance i in the World, 51 I now 
beg leave to enquire if the Enemies of our Na- 


tional Church, as ſuch, may not be juſtlye eſteem d 


as unreaſonable Adyerlaries. 
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T he, General Cauſe 


Ever ſince the . that Church which 
ſhe was forced to withdraw herſelf from, has 
been her moſt bittet and implacable Enemy. Bur 
the Members of that Communion, if conſiſtent 


with hee, mult not ny to Reaſon, 
o eccirful, 


glimmeri 
Light, nd have | pur, ehemſel les unden che/fafer 
Conduct of an unerting Guide. What is this 
but at one Blow to deface Gop s Image in Man- 
kind, when the free Uſe, of our Reaſon. is not 
left us in Matters of the greateſt Concermenc? 


If they, produce Arguments for their Infallibiliry, 
I they pro Realon accollary to her own Ruin 


by leading them to a Guide, who will preſently 
lay her aſide. -. And if they do not, they are 
wol ſhamefully ungeaſonabſe for pretending to 
But be that as it will, ſure they are of their 
Infslibibe) ty; yet if they ate asked where that 
| Infallibility 1 is =} Bs different Anſwers will 
be giyen. Strange! That they ſhould haye fo 
Valuable a Jewel, and know not where tis 
laid: elpecially,1 when it is the very Nature and 
Pro Pony of it, to preſerve them from all Miſ- 
take; But let it be ſeated where it will, if it 
can be manifeſtly proved that Error has pro- 
ceeded from every aſſignable Seat of it, a — 
nable Man would imagine chat they are fairly at 
laſt beaten out of this ſtrong Hold. No: If it 
be made appear as clear as — Sun, that Coun- 
cils have erred, that Popes at the Head of Coun · 
ils have erred, that Popes in Cat hedra have er- 
ed. that the Romiſb Church diffuſive has er- 


red: J 


of Infidelity.” 
red: No Maier: that Church is ſtill infallible. 
So that twill for ever be in vain to enter into 
particular Diſputes, or if armed with the clears 
eſt Reaſon; Scripture, ard pureſt Anriquity, to 
hope to get the better of the groſſeſt Errors. 
* —— with Infallibility at their Back: No; 
even the publick Service in an unknown Tongue, 
Worſhip: of Creatures, ind Tranſubſtantiation 
icſelf, ſhall look them all boldly in the Face and 
defy chem. One fhall not be aſhamed of its 
Nonſenſe, the other of its Idolatry, nor the 
third of its bundle of Contradictions. So that 
unleſs Men will give their Faith, their Reaſon, 
and their very Senſes up to this Infallible Church: 
they muſt be thruſt out, and the Doors for 
ever lock'd and barr'd againſt them; and 2 
be branded with the ignominious Titles of 
reticks and Schifmaticks for not coming in. 
How reaſonably I need not obſerve, _ 

We have another ſort of Adverſaries whom 
we might juſtly have expected long e er this to 
have their often baffled 4 avis when 
the Security of the State, and the Proteſtant 
Intereſt (which they would be thopghr very 
zcalous for) have done; and do ſtil fo much re- 
quire it. 

So long as their Enmmity againſt out excellent 
Church unites them, they love to be compre- 
hended under one common Name of h 
Diſtenters: But if once in his Wrath Gop 
ſhould ſuffer this Ch to fall, the Cement 
Which holds them now together would be diſ- 


reh 
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ſolved, this Rope of Sand, this Body of Protef. 
ant Diſſenters would drop into its ſeveral hetero. 
geneous Parts: The Preobyrexians Anabaptiſts, 
Independents, Quakers, and the Subdiviſions 
of them, would appear under their diſtin&-Co- 
ours, all Scrambling for That (I mean Eſta- 
bliſhment). which if any one Sect of Them 
ſhould lay hold on, the reſt would never let 
them keep, but che Ball of Contention would 
be flying among them, kill it were caught by 
another Hand which would not calily, ou 
with it. 

Every Body knows hs hel Sectaries arc the 
Spawn of = Church of Rome, brought 
forth, and nurſed up by Emiſlaties ftom thence; 
and the only Foundation of all its Hopes of 
ever hringin 62 theſe Kingdoms again under 
the Papal. Yoke. RP I am fully perſuaded 
War hae are no other poſſible Means to intro: 
duce Po =& among us. And if ſo, how) un- 

o thele Men act, in ſuffering them · 
ſelves to 1 uſed as Fools to. kern _ thaſs 


all, and lo much b been writ for theit Saris 


faction upon every Scruple of theirs, with that 
Clearneſs and Strength of Argument, that there 
muſt long ago have been an End of theſe Con- 
froverſics, the Perverſeneſs of che Will had 

not 
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not too great an Influence upon che Under- 
ſtanding. _ 

I hall give but two or three Inſtances of uch 


ObjeCtions as they All agree in, and upon which 
they lay great Streſs; and I hope they will a- 


bundantly prove my _ ſt em of 
theit being very unreaſona — | 
| e Impoſition of Rites and Coteltidete and 
Habits, Tb allow d by them to be indiff¶e- 
rent in * are 5 out upon by them 
all, as an inſupportable Grievance, with which 
their Conſciencies can by no Means comply. 
Now would any reaſonable Man conſider this 
in Theory wick the Fact, could he believe 
it poſſible, that Things owned to be indifferent 
in their own Nature, that is, neither good nor bad, 
ſhould be the Matter of Controverſy, between 
Rulers and their Subjects? Obedience to our 
Governours is as plain a Chriſtian Duty as any 
is in the Goſpel, and never can be tranſgreſſed 
without Sin, unleſs they command ſomething 
which is forbidden by the Law of Gop. Then 
indeed when God's Commands and our Go- 
vernours are repugnant to each other, tis agreed 
on all Hands that Gop ic to be obeyed rather 
than Man. But this is not the Caſe: For the 
Thing commanded is confeſſed to beleft indiffe- 
rent by Gop, and yet here the Laws of our Ru- 
lers meet with obſtinate Diſobedience; and that 
pretended on a Principle of Conſcience, in the 
only Caſe where we are bound in Conſcience 
to Obey. Let every Soul be ſubjełs to the 
Higher 
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Higher Power ; and ſubmit pour ſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man ; are Rules, which 
ean never take Place if not when Indifferent 
Things are the Subject of the Command. What, 
eyer is good or bad by the Law of Gop, will 


continue fo ſtill, and our Duty concerning them 
is already determined, antecedently to any hu- 


mane Laws: So that the only Matter for hu- 
mane Authority t exerciſe itſelf about, is what 


Soy has left Indifferent; exclude but that out 


of the Magiſtrate's Reach, and all Government 
drops at once, and humane Society with it. 
When the Doctrine is ſo palpably abſurd, no 
Wonder if the Reaſon for it be ſo too. They 
own the Things enjoined are in their own Nature 
Indifferent, but therefore become unlawful, be- 
cauſe they are commanded. There would be 
ſtrange Magick in Lawful Authority, if it could 
make any Thing unlawful, by making it a Duty. 
One would think theſe Men were propounding 
Riddles, and not offering a ſerious 


Bur they defend their Allertion by telling Us 


that to impoſe indifferent Rires and Ceremonies 
in the Worſhip of Gep, is to deprive Men of 
their Chriſtian Liberty, by making thoſe Things 
neceſſary which Gop hath left free. But I deſire 
ro know what Things he has left free to thoſe 
Men, whom under Pain of Damnation he has 
commanded to obey their Governours? May 
not their Governours reſtrain their Liberty at 
Pleaſure, in Things not unlawful in themſelves? 
And are they nar obliged in Conſcience to * 

Wed The 


of Infidelity.” 
The Liberty which CHRIS has left his Church 
is only to the governing Power of it. He was not 
pleaſed by his Apoſtles to be particular, but gave 
general Rules for Decency and Order: And leſt 
the particular Application of them to the Diſcre- 
tion of the Paſtors, as ſuited beſt with the Cir- 
cumſtances of each particular Church. Here 
is the true Seat of Chriſtian Liberty, but to 
lodge it in every Individual, is to baniſh all Go- 
vernment out of the Church, and to make that 
Society which was deſigned for the moſt regu- 
lar, quiet, and loving Body of Men; the moſt 
diſorderly and tumultuous Society in the World, 
if ſo much Confuſion may be ſo called. But ad- 
mit the Injunction of an Indiffetent Thing, 
were an Infringement of Chriſtian Liberty; is 
nor the contrary Prohibition as much fo? Does 

the negative Reſtraint of private Perſons, for- 
bidding to uſe the. Sign of the Crofs, or wear 
a Surplice, do leſs Violence to Chriſtian Liber- 
ty, than the poſitiye Commands of juſt Autho- 
rity? VV 
Nude Ground of their Separation, is our 
Uſe of a ſet Form of Prayer, which in their Ean- 
guage is to ſtint the Spirit: And yet every one 
of their Congregations is confined to One; and 
indeed it is irnpoſſible for a Congregation to join 
in Prayer without One. How is it poſſible for a 
Mutricude of Men to pray together, unleſs chere 
be ſorne determinate Matter of their Prayers, 
and that cloathed in certain Words in which 
they may all agree? Were it otherwiſe, and did 
I | every 
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be General Cauſe 
every ſingle Perſon pray ex. tempore by him? 
ſelf, there would be as many different Prayers 
as Men; and though each Man might, yet the 
Congregation could not be ſaid to pray at all, 
But this is not the Caſe; for every one of their 
Congregations offers up their Prayers to Gop 
by the Mouth: of their Teacher, whoſe Words 
though conceived by himſelf upon the Spot, are 
as much a Form to the Co ion, as if they 

had been compoſed an OE Years before. 
What matters it to the N how 
long the Prayer they join in has been made? 
whether yeſterday, to day, or in the laſt Age? 
They are equally confined to thoſe Words, and 
to ſpcak in their own Phraſe, the Spirit is e- 
qually ſtinted by them. In ſhort; I know of 
no other Difference between a Form of Prayer 
made ex tempore by @ Teacher for the Con- 
gregation to join with him in, and our Com- 


mon Prayer, but what will always be between 


the haſty, raſh, and unpremeditated Words of a 
weak Man; and the deliberate and well weigh- 
ed Compoſitions of a Synod of pious and learned 
Divines. 8 
Another ſtrange Abſurdity is the great Out- 
cry they make againſt the perſecuting Spirit of 
the Church of England. Should a Foreigner 
who is altogether a Stranger to our Country, 
read the Books which of late Vears have been 
written by the Advocates of the Diſſenters, he 
could not but think their Eſtates were confiſ- 


catcd, their Houſes burnt, their Perſons impri- 


ſoned, 


ſohed, and that Death was every Moment ſta- 
ring them in the Face. And if he heard that a- 
ny of them ſhould ſometimes come to Church, 
he muſt oonclude chat nothing bar-Drigbons 
could drive them thither. Now Gob knows, 
during all the Time of this Complaint, they 
have enjoyed the calmeſt Peace that ever Secta- 
ries were bleſſed with; as great Quiet as evet 
they pretended to deſire, and as tlie Legifla- 
ture can give. The penal Laws hade been laid 
aſleep all this while, for the Eaſe of what they 
call tender Conſciences; not by an illegal, diſ- 
penſing, arbitrary Power of the Prince, but by 
the Authority of King and Parliament. And 
if any of them were ever ſeen at Chürch, it 
was not Terror drove them, but Places of Pro- 
fit and Truſt in the Government which led 
them thither. And ſuch is the Moderation of 
of the Church of Eng land, that ſhe grants this 
Indulgence to thoſe Men, who Bebe granted 
any to others, when they had it in their Pow- 
er; as was ſeen by their Brethren in a neigh- 
bouring Kingdom, who denied it to thoſe very 
ſtarving Proteſtant Brethren whoſe Places they 
enjoyed; though asked of them by their Sove- 
reign; under whom they enjoyed their own Se- 
curity. 7 e 
Vet, to the Aſtoniſhment of all honeſt Men, 
Perſecuting Spirit muſt be the Word ſtill; 
as if ap ee the Church of England 
were a Nero or a Diocleſian. A Senſe of 
human Frailty ought to beget Compaſſion in 


every 


\ 
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every Man for thoſe in Error and Miſtake : But 


t a Lye, ſuch malicious Calumny 
Ingratitude, would provoke Cha: 


and ſo black 


+ity idle, tho ef beareth all T ig i 


Els, eg due Sort of Adverſaries more tg 
| if poſſible, more unreaſonable than 
3 'thoſe that ate of us, but not fot 
us, who pretend to be really for the-Preſerya: 
tion of the, Church, and yet nover think the 


| profes'dEncmics of i can have too much Pow 


er, or the undoubted Friends of it co little. 
Juſt as wiſe as a Governour-of a fortified Town 


would be, who ſhould furniſh the Enemy with 


all Things neceſſary for a Sicge, ahd 
up Py of all the Garriſon, What 4 
noble Defence would be made is not hard to 


tie 


a better from tuch 


F ap nor can we e | 
- of Friends who have lcarn'd, 'whar one 
ber thee flo 


would think impoſſible, 
Law. of Charity in Excth ende 
mies better 3 thernſelves. 
I Foo theſe and all cher uinealonalte 
with the Apoſtle, pray to be de- 
Mev, þ my if our Sins do not ſhut Goy's Ears 
againſt our Pray ers, the Word of Gov will ſtill 
have free Courſe, and be glorified even at 


it 15 with you. That is, the Goſpel will cons 


tinue to be' preach'd in its primitive Purity; 
Divine Service be perform'd with Sobriety, De- 
cency, and Order, not profaned. by Idolatry; 
nor ſullied with Superſtition; no Fanatick Ef 
fuſions will lay claim to the Spirit; but the beſt 
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UR Saviour very early told his Diſ- 
ciples, that whoever would come 
after him, muſt deny himſelf, and 

— Lale up his Croſs, and follow him. 

Which every one of his Diſciples hath found 

true, and is every Day made ſenſible that the 


. Chriſtian Life is a State of Self-Denial, a Life 


of Contradiction to his own corrupt Will and 


Affections: And perhaps in no one Inſtance 


more, than when Obedience is paid to the 
Command in my Text, and 4 Man is content 
not to be wiſe in his own Conceit. For Selt- 
Love hardly in any Caſe diſcovers its Power ſo 
much as in that over- fond Opinion it begets in 
all Men of their own Underſtanding. As to 
all other Diſtributions of Providence, Men are 
tob apt to complain of a ſeeming Inequality: 
But as to cheir Intellectual Abilities, a 

© e 


Human Wiſdom: 

the Man who thinks Gop has been too ſparing 
to himſelf; or too liberal to his Neighbour 2 Or, 
to uſe St. Paul's Phraſe, where is the Man who 
is not die in his own Conceit ? 

Ever ſince Sin from the infected Root has 
ſpread itſelf into all the Branches of human Na- 
ture, Man's Will has been obſtinate, his Paſſions 
violent, and his Appetites irregular and impor- 
runate : Yet I am perſuaded that not ſo many 
Men have been hurried away into Sin by theſe, 
as have been led away inſenſibly into it by this 
quiet and unobſery'd Deceiver, the vain Conceir 
of their own great Knowledge. This is a Chear 
which every Man harbours in his own Breaſt, 
and is always hearkening to it though he very 
ſeldom catches himſelf doing it. There is ſcarce 
any Guile we contract by Thought, Word, or 
Deed, which is not, in part, at leaſt, owing to 
the Influence of this Pride of our Minds ; as 
might be made appear by Inſtances, were they 
not too numerous to find a Place in the Com- 
pals of ſo ſhort a Diſcourſe. But indeed there 
is no need of it; ſince the Holy Spirit of Gop. 
in the Scriptures repreſents it as the Source of 
all wicked Courſes. For nothing but the high- 
eſt Opinion of their own Wiſdom, can make 
Men adhere fo obſtinately to the Devices of 
their own Hearts, when they are plainly con- 
trary to the Commands of divine Wiſdom, the 
Dictates of Reaſon, and the Admonitions of 
their Teachers. And therefore the Prophet Je- 
remy, emphatically to expreſs the conſummate 

O 2 Wickedneſs 
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Jer. xiii. 
10. vi. 19. 


Pſ. Ixxxi. 
If, 12. 


- The Vanity of 


Wickedneß of his own Times, introduces the 


People with theſe Words, in 5their.! Moutlis; 


We: will walk after our coum Devices and 
we will every one do the, Imagination of his 


evil Heart. Accordingly, When there was 
uo King in Iſrael, that State of unixerſal Diſ- 

order and Licentiouſueſs, was thought ſufftci- 

ently deſcribed by theſe few: Words, that every 
Man did that hich. was right in his own 
£yes.- And certainly there cannot be a more 
exalted Pitch of Impiety and Wickedneſs, than 
that to which irreclaimable Sinners are judicialy | 
given up by Gop.' And what is that? Gop 


himſelf tells us, But my People would not 


hear ben to my Voice; and Iſrael would none 
of me: Jo gave them up unto their own 
Hearts Luſt, and they walked in their own 
Counſels. So that l Men can be brought 


to think more modeſtly and humbly. of their 
own Underſtanding: no; Reformation, of their 


Lives is. to be expected: Gob reſets the Proud 


and Grace. is bromied only to * Meek and | 
Lowhy. - 

But before it will be poſlible t to ed 56's Men 
not to be wiſe in their, on Conceits, they 


muſt be tau ght how to, know when they are 


o. For it is very evident that, as wiſe as Men 
may be in their own Conceits, they are not at 
all ſenſible of it. For to be ſenſible of the 
Weakneſs; and. Imperfection of our own Un- 
derſtanding, is true and ſolid Wiſdom; which 
as ſoon as it takes place in our Hearts baniſhe 
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all falſe and vain Conceit of it from . 
So that in ſhort, to know this Diſeaſe, is all 


that is neceſſary to the Cure of it. For if a 
Man knows himſelf to Sun Error, it is im- 


poſſible for him to think himſelf in che right. 
If he knows that he is ignorant of any Truth, 


human or divine, it would be a Contradiction 
for him to boaſt of his Knowledge of that 


Truth. If'then 2 Rule can be laid down; by 
which Men may certaitily diſcover when they 


. Fetruly and propetly” riſe in their own Con- 

_ ,ccits, nothing” Will be wanting, but their on 
Adel fition* ro'ir, to remove this vain Conceit 88 
their'own Wiſdom wholly our*of their Minds. 


And'the Rule every Man may try himſelf by 
is this very ſhort and plain one 

If he finds that he arrogates to himſelf a 
Knowledge of ſuch Things as he truly doth not 
know ; furely ſuch” à Man will ne 
bimſeif wiſe in his own Conceix. 2310 

And truly if a Man will piye | himſelf but a 

very little Time for Reflection, it will be no 
hard Mattet to find*this out. Doth not every 
one know whether he underſtands any Language 
beſides his own? Whether he underſtands Lo- 
gick, or Geomet or. the Hiſtory of Rome or 
Greece? And i is ſenſible he doth N 
will he not own hiinſelf very wiſe in his own 


Conccit, ſhould he pretend ro criticiſe upon 
the: Language, and quarrel about the Senſe of 


an Author writing in any unknown Tongue :. 
Should” he frame new Roles of Reaſoning of 
O 3 his 
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his owri, and contradict the Demonſtrations of 
Euclid? Should he talk as confidently of O⁴ 
Rome and Greece, as of the Concerns of his 
own Family: Ae little Reflection, I ſay, 
will enable any Man to judge of his own Know- 
ledge in ſuch Caſes; and if he finds upon Re- 
flection that he knows nothing of thoſc Mat- 
ters, about which he declares 10 poſitively; he 
will with his own Eyes ſee that he is truly and 
properly wiſe in his own Conceit. And if 
without any ſuch Reflection he R per- 
ſiſts in his falſe Notions, every Body ęlſe will 
ſce it. And this is as applicable to all Matters 
of Religion. But in — to ſpeak more di- 
ſtinctly as to that, I ſhall obſerve in general 
that there are principally three Cauſes of Mens 
Ignorance, and apply them particularly to Mat- 
ters of Religion: v. N 

I. Firſt, When Things are of ſo ſublime a 
Nature, that they are quite out of the Reach 
of human Underſtanding. | * 

II. Secondly, When Things are intelligible. 
in their own Nature, but there has been a 
Want of due Care or Opportunity to ule the 
proper Means to come to the Knowledge of 
them, F — 

III. Thzraly, When due Care or Opportu- 
nity may not have been wanting to uſe the pro- 
per Means to come to the Knowledge of them, 
but a natural Slowneſs of Underſtanding has 
rendered thoſe Means ineffectual. 
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ur for that Article o Ae knpws 
or lai are e Te 5225 5 5 nentigned 
in Scripture, to whom. the Name, tf 
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were e 
1 all —_ in the, Name pf thoſe. L hice 
Perſons, that their uſual Benediction was in 


cheir Names, chat they are ſaid. 20 bear witneſs: Joh.v.7. 


in Heaven, and that theſe, Thrye.axe expreſſly 
declared to be One. And tis as plain chat this 
O 4 has 
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his been e Doctrine of the cnbolck 
Church down from the ficſt e 


Goſpel to ih #624 ery Day. He'finds it 
bour to nd'awa way all the Evidence fot mn 
Article 78 out Falth, with which the Holy Scri- 


priifes, and the" Chriſtian” Writets of all Ages 
40 Pound, And why then ſükft obftinatt Op: 
poſition to it, and Id much Pains taken to'oVet- 


rhf6w'ir;” but Bepauſe he will take w pon him to 


know r more of the Divine Nature than he is 
able to pens Heyy 3” Thoſe Proofs: of the Tri: 
nity would readlit) pe allow'd of, was lig bub 
engu gh to believe the Divine Aue in ſos 
RIBS at [calf to he above rhe e Re each of h 
ſanding But let ſuch a Man fairly tr. 
What it is lic Ms underſtand of che Nature 


Cop. Let him try What Notion he can frams 


of His Sdf-Exiftenee, His Cteative Power, his 
Othitipreſeries; and Omniſcicnce! © And if he 


flrds hig Ideas vety clear as to fo much of Go 


Effefice) tie may be allowed, with leſs Imputa- 
tidal Self:Conceit, to Jad S Of has Perſo- 
nalities alſo it is capable of - aving in it. But 


till he has very clear arid diſtin& Ideas of all 


the-Capacitics of the 'Divine! Nariite,” let him 
hot 1 to deny What is clearly revealed 
concerning it, only” becauiſe he cannot com- 
prehend it. But if he will, nevertheleſs let him. 
not be offended if he rde himſelf placed at 


the Head of all rhoſe vain Men who are at 
in their 6 0Wp Conceits. n 


8 a , 


Ag 


| Satisfaction made to the divine Juſtice by, the, 


Hun c, 


15 a; Et ie . "whiy 1 LIT 1 _ 


ay the e of "6 on 15 nr and. d.the. 


Sacrifice be offered up Bp, the Croſs for. the: 
Sins of, the whole Wor! d?'-Ir. muſt. be either 
becauſe he doch not believe that Gop had a 
Son of the ſame Nature, begotten from all Eter- 
nity; and chen it falls in with the former He- 


rely: Or elle it is becaule { ch Proceedings of 
Gas to reſto re loſt Man | l dings 


ſuit vich his Notions of Gov? s Juſtice and Mer 
cy. He will allow that the Tranſgreſlion. of 
out firſt Parents in Eden Jultſy 8 them-, 

ſelves under Gop': $ Diff lealure,, and entailed. a a 
diſeaſed and infirm Soul upon their Poſterity: 
But that there js any Impuratjan, . their Sin, 
or that this Infirmiry | or Prom nen 1 Sin in 
his Off pring bath; any "thing 19 6 Guilt in it, 


more yy as it brea ie forh i TT c Bin, *. | 


1 ben 7 


utterly denies, 


But were it. Heyer 0 full 4 Bulk he « can. 
never believe that GO Would lo much debaſe 
rhe” ſiiperſarive' Dignity, of his own Nature, as 
to unite his ly. fn, Son jim one Perſon 
wich the frail Nature of Man, Duſt and Aſhes, 


in Order to endute the SE nh Indign BE and. 


the moſt cruel Death that the vileſt Malefactor 


could ſuffer. Efpecially when, as. he apprehends, 
there was tiot the leaſt Need of it. Had not 


God, ſays He, the Kine of Kings, and Loxp: 


of Lords, the Power that the meaneſt Sove- 


reign on Earth hath, n to pardon Of- 
3 tenders, 


s Fayour, do not 
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fenders, and remit their P uniſhment? And was 


it on more for his Honout to do it freely, with | 


a Price, eſpecial] ſuch an one, as ſeem d 
oithy of Gog which could 1 not be paid, but 
by wee hi iel, ſo far as not only here on 
Eafth for a Stor Time, but for ever to be 12 
ſonally united to a Creature? Beſi des, the ole 
(Economy of an 's Redemption he adds, as it is 
repreſented an belicyed | in the chriſtian Church, 


has a Theatrical Aſpect; a, Sacrifice of Infinite 


Valle muſt be had, 1 in Virtue of it the daily 
Interceſſion of cha Rp at the gh 04 1 i 
Con and a 


«ivr 


had free + ret to grant Tk 2 "Word ok 
Bur here again plain Scripture and the Doctrine 
of the Church in all Ages, ſtare him in the Face, 
and will not give Way: Such an Amazi 

Tranſaction as this, could never be the Inven- 
tion or Dream of Men; it could not poly 
have ever entered into their Heads, had it not 
been forced thither by the plaineſt Evidence, of. 


| Scripture. And in Truth, Fit Doctrine is the 


very Foundation of Both Teſtaments, which 
contain nothing more than the Promiſe of a 
Redeemer upon the Fall of Man, and the Va- 
rious Steps that Gop took, both beforc and af. 
ter his coming into the World, to, raiſe up a 
Church for him, and to conduct the Bride ſafe 
to her Bride-Groom at the Time appointed 15 

the 
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the Celebration of the Marriage of the Latnb. 
Yet we know there are Men who take upon them 
ro judge ſo much better what was in this Caſe 
fr for Gop to do, that they leave no Means un- 
tried to force a very different Senſe out of an in- 
finite Number of Texts of Scripture from what 
the plain Words carry in them, and ſo endea- 
vour to give quite another Turn to the Goſpel; 
not diſcerning the groſs Abſurdities of ſuch their 
Interpretations, though never ſo manifeſtly laid 
open to them; ſo fond are they of their own Judg- 
ment even in ſuch Things as come not within 
the Reach of their Underſtanding. For, 
Such is the Perfection of the divine Nature, 
that many of the prudential and moral Rules of 
his Proceeding, will be as much above our 
Comprehenſion as the natural Modes of his Be- 
ing and Operation are. Gop himſelf tells us ſo: 
As the Heavens are higher than the Earth, Ila. lv. 9. 
ſo are my Ways higher than your Ways, and 
my Thoughts than your Thoughts. Nor is it 
a Wonder, if ſome of them are roo ſublime, to 
be made intelligible ro Any Finite Nature. 
Hence he is ſtyled the enly iſe Gop ; hence 
he is ſaid to dwell in Light inacceſſible. Hence 
he charges the very Angels with Folly. And Job.iv. 18. 
on this Accompt, the Seraphim themſelves 
are ſaid fo vert their Faces before him. And jc, vi. 2. 
ſhall Men that dwell in Houſes of Clay, lob. iv. ig. 
whoſe Foundation is in the Duſt, ſet them- 
elyes up for Judges and Directors of Gop's 
| Actions? 


Gen 
8 * Vanity of 
Actions? And yet we ſee there are Men ſo wiſe, 
in their own Conceit as to do it. 

And what heightens the Folly of this con- 
ceited Wiſdom, is, that as they rake upon them 
to judge of ſuch Matters, as are above the Ca- 
pacity of their intellectual Powers; ſo they da 
it in Oppoſition to that plain Evidence which 
they are very good Judges of. They are by 
no Means competent Judges of all that may be 
truly. affirmed of Gop, nor in all Cafes of the 
Reaſonableneſs or the juſtice of his Actions: But 
the Evidence both internal and external, for the 
divine Authority of the Scriptures, and che mean. 
ing of the Contents of them, do not exceed 
their Faculties. Theſe they may underſtand; 
and if chey were truly Wife, they would take a 
Meaſure of Gop's Nature and Actions, not 
from the ſhort Line of their own Underſtand- 
ing which can never reach them, but from the 
Authority of thoſe Books which they arc capa- 
ble to judge of, and do judge to be Divine. 

II. Secondly, When Things are intelligible 
in their own Nature, Men may be ignorant of 

[ them for want of que Care or Opportunity to 

| | uſe the proper Means to come to the Know- 
i ledge of them. 

| Man, as proud as he may be of his Under- | 
| ſtanding, comes to the Knowledge hardly of 
q, any Thing without ſome Pains and Labour. He 
1 is born indeed wich Intellectual Powers, but 


| 

| what attends them into the World are only a 
| & 
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few general ſelf-evident Truths, upon which 
if nothing is built by Study, Obſervation, and 


Inſtruction, Man degenerates almoſt into a Brute; 


of which all Ages have aftorded Inſtances where 
huinan · Nature hath lain uncultivated. But a- 
mong the moſt poliſhed People No Man will be 
found who knows all Things; not only the Sub- 


limity, but the Variety of the Object is too 
much for his Underſtanding: And the Know- 
ledge of thoſe Things which are within the 
Reach of his Mind, will lie diſperſed about in 
the Heads of ſeveral Men, and can never all be 
collected into One. This Man may under- 
ſtand the Myſtery of one Trade, That of ano- 
ther. And ſo of the ſeveral Arts and Sciences. 
Now if a Man thinks he underſtands more 
of any one of theſe, than he doth know; and 
much more if he pretends to know much of 
that, which in Truth he knows nothing of; Is 


he not moſt truly and properly wz/e iu his own 


Conceit? A Man can hardly paſs a Day with- 
out Inſtances of this Sort of vain Pretence to 
Knowledge in others, and if he could with an 


' impartial Eye look into his own Breaſt, he muſt 


be the vaineſt of all Men, if he pretends to find 
no Footſteps of it there. He may upon Re- 
flection very eaſily perceive whether he has uſed 
the proper Means to come at the Knowled 


of any thing; and if he finds he has not, he will 


diſcover molt Wiſdom in acknowledging his 
Ignorancce. But, 1 i 

III. Thirdly, In many Caſes duc Means may 
Witt. # have 
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haue been uſed to attain ſome particular Know- 
ledge, which by Reaſon of Slownels of Under- 
ſtanding may have proved ineffectual. 
Whether all human Souls are in themſelves 


equal in Capacity of Underſtanding, and differ 


in'the Accidental Formation of thoſe Or- 


gans of the Body, which are neceſſary to their 


Operations, need not be enquired into: The 
Difference of Capacities is evident, and can be 
denyed by none that have any. Inſomuch that 
ſome Men with very little Pains will make them- 
ſelves Maſters of thoſc Arts and Sciences, in which 
{ome Ochers with the beſt Inſtruction and 
greateſt Induſtry can never arrive at any com- 
petent Knowledge. And this Ignorance, a 
Man cannot be fo dull as not to be ſenſible of, 
unleſs he be void of all Underſtanding. But 
whatever be the Cauſe of any Man's Ignorance, 
to pretend to the Knowledge of that which he 
knows not, is certainly being wiſe in his own 
Couteit, but in Truth and reality a Fool. 

But this Folly would be pretty harmleſs in 
the World, and only expoſe the Man when he 
diſcovers it, to Mirth and Raillery, on which 
Account moſt Men in their Turns would be 
even with one another; did ir not extend itſelf 
to the Buſineſs of Religion. Bur the Conle- 
quences of ir there are diſmal. All the Here- 
ſies and Schiſms in the Church have been owing 
to it; I may add alſo Factions in the State, 
which generally ſpring and grow up together : 
The former and ths Lover bein 9 e ec 

Chil 
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Child and Parent of each other. Hereſy and 
Schiſin in the Church for the moſt part be- 
get Faction in the State, and ſometimes Faction 
in the State breaks out into Hereſy and Schiſm 
in the Church. e Ones 

Religion indeed is every Man's Concern, and 
his Eternal Welfare depends upon his Know- 
ledge in it. But this will not Juftific his Pre- 
rence to the Knowledge of thoſe Things of it, 
which really he _ not nee Whether his 
Ignorance proceeds from the too great Sublimiry 
che Objett, or from the Want of echt 
Means of Information, or from the natural 
Slowneſs of Underſtanding. He ought to uſe 
all poſſible Endeavours to get as much Know- 
ledge ar leaſt as is neceſſary to direct him in his 
Faith and Practice, but if he will make the right 
Uſe of his Reaſon, he muſt not expect more 
Aſſiſtance from it than it is able to afford him. 
Ic is ſtrange to confider howy the Strength of 
Reaſon, in this preſent Age eſpecially, has been 
magnified, and what mighty Authority has 
been attributed to it: as if, xe the Holy Fpi- 
rit himſelf, ſne alone were able to lead us into 
all Truth: And that in Matters of Religion 
nothing elſe is to be hearkened to but her Dic- 
rates, and that Obedience to them is ſufficient 
to juſtifie every Man, however ertonevus he may 
be either in his Belief or Manners, and this with- 
out any Regard had to the very different Abili- 
ties of Men. This certainly is the wildeſt Con- 
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Reaſon in Marters of Religion. ud rackiri 


I. Firſt then; Such ES: are in their 


own Nature above the lot al Powers. of 
Man, cannot be the 9 c ut 
may be, and are the proper Dh of 
Faith. The Fol 4 of Religion, che 15 
iltence of God, 5 Works 45 is Hands, and 
che Mathods of Providence, abound with My 
14 far aboye our Comprehenſions, / lt muſt 
be confeſſed 1 Son is great 77 we know 
him not, and that his, Ways alſo are paſt 
finding. aut. . Whar has Reaſon then 1 Pg 
this, Caſe? Certainly not to ſet hedfelf u 
judge, and det in what Modes of 3 
ſiſtencez MF t Powers there. may, or may 
not be in the DivineEſſence; not to examine by 
her: Notions, of Wiſdom, Zune or, MO, 
mong Met, what is wile, and juſt and me 
in the Diſponſations, of Proyid Fe.” 
ſuch are Creatures upon 455 erms Ker 
one another in the World: * from what, is 
fit to be done among themſelves, : We can neyer 
learn in what Manner a Creator. oughr' to deal 
with his Creatures. From the Natural Notions 
we have of God's infinite Perfections, Reafon 
will tell us, that whatever he hath made. kno! j 
to us of his Nature, is infallibly true: And 
that whatever he hath revealed 1 to us Wor bis 


— — — Cs ans Sos . anc ec. iaþ.ocs. «=: 


= 2 op — 


r OR. DE OT 


— 
pan 


as 


* 
2.2 


— 
1 of. —ä—aę—ñ —— - ů—ů̃ ↄ ————. - — — 


Human Wife om. 

Works, either of Creation or Redemption, is 
alſo True; and moſt Wiſe, and Juſt, and Good. 
But in Order to know what he hath thus reveals 
ed, Reaſon again muſt be called in, and here 
ſhe will Rave a proper Sphere to act in. It is 
Her Buſineſs to diſcover what is revealed b 
Go, to diſtinguiſh between true and prerendec 
Revelations; to examine the Evidence that is 
offered: And when ſhe is convinced that any 
Books are written by divine Inſpiration, het 
next Buſineſs is, to examine the Contents care. 
fully and impartially, and when they are undet- 
ſtood, Reaſon has nothing more to do, bur td 
believe and obey. 3 A N 
kin the interpreting of Scripture Reaſon in- 
lead of taking her Notions of divine Matters from 
thence, labours ſo to diſtort the Senſe of it, as to 
make it conform to her own raſh and groundleſs 
Opinions; ſhe cheats and abuſes herſelf, and in- 
ſtead of ſearching after Truth, takes Pains to nail 
down and faſten her own Errors to her by the 
Authority of thoſe facred Books. This is che 


Caſe of the Arians and Socinians, who can- 


not deny rhe Inſpiration of the Scripture, but 
being highly conceired of their own Wiſdom, 
will not ſubmit their Reaſon tõ Revelation, but 
with the greateſt Force and Violence attempt 
to make Revelation yield to their Reaſon; and 
ffattering themſelves that they have done it, 
Truth is irrecoverably loſt to them. The Pride 
of the Deiſt is the ſame, but the Effect of it very 
different. He has the Ingenuity to acknow- 


ledge that the Holy Myſteries of our Religion 
| P ar 
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are contained in our Books, and can never be 
interpreted away, and cherefore flatly denies 
xg 1 av; of them. Which of them is moſt 
wiſe in his own Conceit, I ſhall leave themſelves 


| to diſpute. But if they would argue with each 


other calmly and fairly, I will be ſo bold as to 
affirm, that they muſt needs convert each o- 
ther, for the whole Truth is already between 
them. The Arian and docinian believe the Di- 
vine Authority of che Scriptures, and can prove 
it by ſuch Arguments as the Deiſt can never an- 
ſwer. And the Deiſt acknowledges the My. 
ſteries of our Religion to be contained in thoſe 
Books which thoſe Hereticks allow to be divine; 
and can manifeſtly ſhew them the Ablurdity 
of thoſe Comments of theirs, by which chey 


vainly attempt to alter the Senſe of them. So 


that were ſuch a Conference between an Arian 


and Socinian on one Side, and a Deiſt on the 
Other, nothing but an obſtinate Conceit of their 
own Wiſdom could hinder them all chree from 
becoming very good and Orthodox Chriſtians. 
Come we now in the ſecond Place, 
II. Secondly, To conſider what is the Ule of 


| Reaſonin ſuch Matters of Religion, as are intel- 


ligible in their own. Nature, and may be very 
well known, if the proper Means be uſed to 
come to the Knowledge of them. Ta 
The proper Buſineſs of Reaſon in this Caſe 
is very evident: If Means are to be uſed, ſhe 
mult conſider what they are, and direct to the 
right Uſe of them. She will own that all di- 


vine Knowledge is to be had only from Gop 


himſelf; 
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himſelf; and chat if a Man entertains any No- 
tions of Gov, or his Will, contradictory to the 


lain written Word of G6Þ, ſhe will aſſure him 
E is tniſtaketh in thoſe Notiehs, and that the 
Scripture is the only ſure Rule to cortect ſuch 
Errors by: That therefore the Scriptures are 
carefully to be read and ſtudied. But Reaſon 
will alſo diſcover, that few Men are ſo qualified 
to read and ſtudy them, as in all Caſes to be 
their own Directors, without the Aſſiſtance of 
ſuch who are better leatned in them. She will 
ſce that moſt Men can know nothing at all of 
the Revealed Will of Gop, without relying upon 
the Skill of thoſe by whom it is revealed again 
to Them in their own Language: Thar after 
this is done, there are infinite Numbers who are 
not able ſo much as to read it in their ow-ꝗn Lan- 
guage, and therefore are atider an abſolute Ne- 
ceſſity to depend wholly upon their Teachers. 
Reaſon will alſo obſerve that moſt Men ate di- 
verted by other Buſineſs, without whicly they 
and their Families cannot ſubſiſt, from qualify- 
ing themſelves ſufficiently by preparatory Stu- 
dies, well to utiderſtand, and from reading the 


Scriptures, with that Diligence and Applica- 


tion as is requiſite to enable them but in a ſinall 
degree to judge in Caſes of Conſcience, or 
Controverſies in Divinity. Here Reaſon in 
the Generality of Chriſtians will very often find 
herſelf at a loſs for the Way, and then ſhe muſt 
loſe her Nature, if ſhe doth not ſeek for a Guide 
And if ſhe looks but into the Scripture ſhe can- 

P'3 not 
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not miſs of One; fer there is noching in thewhole 


Book: more plain than = Gov Bas provided 
for this Naga by app ng an Order ot Men 
for ever in his Chut very Purpoſe; 

vrho are therefete N 1 dete Leaders, an 

vidzexanuy Teachers: | Where the Ways are yas 
ridus and uncettain, to lead the Flock into the 
right Tract; and when the Mind is in the Dark, 
and perplexed about its Duty, to explain it, and 


clear up the Doubts and Scruples of Men about 


it. The chief Qualification of their Perſons, is 


to he able aud ready to teach (caro. Py 127 


and ie; and their chief Duty is to 27+ 
Zend by Teaching, to be inſtant in Preach- 
ing, to labour in tht Hord and Doctrine. 
They are Gop's Meſſengers {cnt by him to 
declare and expound hi5 W 111; they are elected 
and ſeparated bye CnkIsr's Order for this Work; 
they are by him given for the per fecting of of the 
[as aud 5 of the Body of Chklsr. 
And without hem, the Enemies of the Chriſtian 
Religion need have been at no Pains, for it muſt 
have dropped in Pieces of itſelf, and quickly 
come to Nothing. And this moſt certainly is 
the Reaſon of that particular Malice of Satan 
againſt che Prieſthood, which he diſcovers ſo 
fiercely at babe by his Emiſſaries amongſt 
3 

Thirdly ly, Where 2 is a canal [> ea 
of Underſtanding added to the Want of ſuffi- 
cient Means of Improyement in Chriltian Know 
wage there i is 1 a greater Occaſion for ſuch 

Guides, 
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Guides, on hom it ſeems unayoidable for ſuch 7 
to rely. All chis conſidered, which in ſome x 
Degree is evident to all Men by their own Ex- 
perience, what can be more aſtoniſhing than 
the Doctrine, which of late eſpecially, .as, I obs 

ſaved, bath been molt, ſtrenu oully. contended * 

for, vg. the Sufficiency of Reaſon in every 
Man's own Breaſt, o guide and} direct him in 


his Faith and. Practice, and that Ts Mat- 
to quo 7 


rs. be is no; only able, but; bow! Age. for 
himſelf; and. not to ee Authorixy, of 
any other. Man or the 

Reaſon forlooth, becauſe 


I, * 


Tbe Abſurdities of this- Doarino are irmume: 
cable: It may ſuffice to 8 bat. a few of 
them, and that very briefly... 

It is a Doctrine contrary to the: very Senſe and) 
Feeling of Mcn, the eateſt Part of whom are 
ſenſible in many Caſes of the Inſufficiency of 


their own Reaen for theſe Purpoſes. They find 


ch itſelf, for rhis. wile I 
elk is infallible 2-..; d e 1, hs ra 


themſelyes often, D wich the Obſcuricy; | 


and ſometimes; { 72 contrariety of Texts of 
Scripture +, They find chemſelves unable to ſolve 
their own Dies and Scruples, or ta juſtifie. 
their own true Faith againſt — Spie Ar- 
guments of Hereticks. 

This Doctrine alſo is contrary.to. the pruden- 
tial Rules which Reaſon dictates in all other 
che like Caſes. Why doth any Man conſulr a, 


Phyſician or a Lawyer? Not becauſe they are, 
Infallible, ' but becauſe they are better skilled in 


1 ' Law: | 


24 4 5 


Mal. ii. 7. 


f 9285 iv. 


The Vanity of 
Law and Phyſick than the Client and the 
Patient. And where is the Difference as to 
Matters of Religion? Ves, very great, ſay ſome. 
Religion is the common Buſineſs of all Chri- 
ſtians, they are all equally bound to ſearch the 
Seriptures, and to know their Duty: True, and 
for this very Reaſon the ignorant are bound to 


conſult them who are better learned in the Scrip- 
tures than themſelves: This is the very Means 
| Gop has appointed by which they are to attain 
thar Knowledge he requires of them. So the 
Prophet tells us: The Prieſts Lips ſhould 
keep Knowledge, and they ood: 'feek the 
Law at his Mouth: And innumerable Places 
in the New Teſtament, ſpeak of the ſpecial Aſ- 
ſiſtance of the Holy Spirit K fer this End. The 
Miniſters of the Goſp Abe called Fre war di of 
Gop's various Grace: Co-operators with 


> Cor. ii. GOD, whois faid c i render them ſufficient 


2 Cor. ili. 
6. 

1 Pet. iv. 
. 


Jer. 111.15. 


to be Minaſters of the New T eflanient +: And 
' they are commanded to minifler of the Abi- 
lity, which Gop giveth : So that they are 
not only advantageouſly qualified by their par- 
ticular A pplication to the Study of the Scrip- 
rures, to > Guides and Teachers; neither is 
this ſpecial Office only aſſumed by themſelves, 

or conſtituted by human Prudence, but ordain- 
ed and ſettled by divine Wiſdom, for our Edifi- 
cation in Knowledge, and Direction in Prac- 
tice: Purſuant to Gop's Promiſe of Old; I 
will give you Paſtors according to mine 
"FRET which Hall feed you with Know- 


ledge 


* IH, > 
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Jedge and Vnderſtaudiug. But moreover the 


Salvation of their own Souls depends upon their 
Faithfulneſs in it, which is the very Argument 


St. Paul uſes to enforce our Obedience; Obey 


Them that have the Rule outer you, or guide 


you ; fur they watch for pour Souls, as they 


that muſt give an Account. 2 

Hence it is evident that not only Prudence, 
in all Difficulties in Religion, ſhould carry us 
to thoſe who are better skilled in ſuch Matters 
than ourſelyes, but that tis our Duty allo to o- 
bey them. And whereſoever Obedience is due, 
Reaſon will tell us, there mult be Authority. 
So that all want of Chriſtian Knowledge is not 
only culpable barely on Aecount of the Neglect 
of uſing the proper Means of Information, but 
is farther loaded with the Guilt of Diſobedience 
to 3.plhin aw. 5 

But it will be ſaid, Theſe Guides themſelves 
are not Infallible, they may through Infirmity 
miſtake, or Negligence, lead Men wrong, how 
then can Men be obliged to follow them? In 
anſwer to this, I ask whether private Men 
themſelves are Infallible? For if without Infalli- 


dbilley, no Man is qualified to be a Guide, then 


no Man's own Reaſon muſt direct him; ſo that 
whoever is once out of the Way, at this Rate 
muſt be a Wanderer for ever: No infallible 


Guide is to be found, and nothing lels, it ſeems, 


can fer him Right. 


But we will allow that theſe Guides, may 


ſometimes lead the Flock aſtray, and that this 
P 4 has 
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II. 111 12. long ago: O my 


.T he, Vanity of. \ 
has been done. Goo D himſelf complained | of it 
0 


ple, (a ys He, they which 
tead thee, cauſe Thee 10 err, and deſtroy the! 
1 25 thy Paths. 12 55 Prophers AO in 
ſuch Coj plaintsy,. d our Saviour fie juently 
cauticged B his in id to beware of the Leaven 
of the Dottrine of ſuch Prieſts, and calls them 


blind, Guides. "Tis true; but T pray oblerve: 


ur Saviqur on cautions them to beware of 
che falle Doctrine of thioſe erring Prieſts, but 
doch not deny their Authority. And indeed 
at other times eſtabliſhes it, by ſending his Fol- 
towers, to, them for Inſtruction for this Reaſon, 
becauſe they ſate in Moſes Chair. 
that can be inferred from hence, is, that 
though Gop has proyided proper Means to lead 
Men to Truth, yet he hath not thought fit in- 
Jallibly to ſecure them from Error, any more 
than from Fin, and therefore that we ate not to 
par out our Own Eyes in Order to follow our 
uidec. Reaſon has ſtilt its proper Authority; 
and as it will oblige us to be obedicat to thoſe 
whom Gop has ſet to rule over. us, where we 
ſee no cyident Cauſe to the contrary; ſo it will 
oblige us to leave them, if by. the, clear Light 
of the Goſpel we perceive that they lead us out 
of the Way. But the Ignorance or the Wick- 
edneſs of ſome particular Perſons among them, 
no more vacates the Authority of the Order, 
than the wicked Edicts of ſome Princes, over- 
throw the Authority of Gop with which So- 
vereigns in nerd are inyeſted. They wh 


deny 


Human I, ſdon. 
deny all Authority in the Church and che Of- 


ficers of it, becauſe they, can do nothing, con- 
trary to che Will of CR IST, "heir lead, will al. 


not ſay a Temporal Prince hath,ng. 


eee 
becauſe in ſome Caſes he may command a rhing: 


Contray iy to the Law of God. How, chen comes 
it to pals that the. Fringe 8 11 in e 


dublft, not 
5 5 ſome, 5 * ole Als hal it; ard 
I'C 


not that f the C 


Le in order to 2 " Peace. and 
f pen ſo. he doth his f. ritual a 
by 54 Biſh 25 and Paſtors, his ſpiri 
ſtrates, in order to, the. ſpiritual po eternal Wa. 
. of it. When our Loxp ſaid bis Kingdom 

8 of. this World, he only diſtingviſhed 


urch from the State, but pan Fen mean 


rok he left it a confuſed Multitude without any 
Order, or Government in it; with a, written, 
Law indeed, bur in difficult Caſes no Body ta 

interpret it. Had it been ſo, there could — 
been no help for it, but every Man muſt have 
done that which was right in his own E ves: 
and, inſtead of the Propagation of the Chriſtian 
Faith, Hereſy would have had a Bleſſing go a+ 
long with it, and muſt have encreat d and 
multiplied as the Stars in Heaven. But ſuch 


Baſphemics will be vented againſt the Divine 


Author 


2¹ 


218 The Vanity of 
Author of our holy Religion, by none but thoſe 
who are moſt w in their own Conceit. All 
they who are humble enough to form their 
Jadgments of theſe Matters by what they find 
dearly delivered in the facred Writings will ac- 
knowledge that CHRIST inveſted his Apoſtles 
with Authority; that They, as they made Con- 
verts, founded Churches, and not only gave 
Directions for the Govetnment of them, but ap- 
pointed Governors in them; and from Hiſtoty 
char ever {mce, to this very Day, there has been 
no Chriſtian Country without Church Govern- 
ment in it. So that theſe very conceited Wiſe 
Men in this Caſe alſo, evidently advance a Do- 
Arine contradictory to the Common Senſe and 
Experience of Chriſtians in all Ages and Coun- 
tries. Now if ſuch monſtrous Errors and match- 
leſs Impudence be the genuine Off-ſpring of 
this Pride of Mind, well might. the Pro 

Ia. v. 21. pronounce a Moe unto them that are wiſe in 
their own Eyes, and prudent in their own 
Sight: For there cannot be a more deplorable 
and deſperate Condition, than ſuch as this which 

q' carries alorig with it a Bar againſt all Poffibility of 

lt recovering out of it. For he that thinks he wants 

| no Inſtruction, will never admit of any from O- 

N | thers; or in rhe ſearch of Truth, believe that 

l there is need of any Induſtry, Confiderarion and 

[] Circumfpe&ion in himſelf. Let us remember 

1 therefore, when we ee a Man wiſe in his 

| own Conceit, that we have nothing to do but 

to piry and pray for him; all Advice will = 

| 0 
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loſt upon him, for there is more Hope of a 


219 


Fool than of that- Man, Of the Truth of 


whioh/Obſervation there is at preſent a very re- 
markable Proof among Us; viz. a Man whoſe 
Eycy are (o filled wich his) awn Widam that 
there is no Room leſt for ary other Object. 


All poſſible Care has been taken to make him 


ſee, but yet in vain: His Caſe is ſuch, that He 
alone can enlighten him, who 8 able to open 
the Eyes of the Blind. And if Gop ſhall be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to do it, then he will be ſcared 
at the Frightfulneſs of his own Errors, and 
without doubt, labour earneſtiy to repair the 
Imury he has done toe CHRIST'Ss Charchy and 
to bring back thoſe whom he has miſled, into 
the Way of Truth. Which that he may at 
laſt: do, let us all join in hearty Prayer to Go 
and take heed ourſelves that we do not loſe our 
Faith by leaning too much to our on Under- 
ſtanding, that we may all at the laſt Day appear 
with Comfort before our bleſſed Redecmer, and 


be admitted together Members of the Church 


Triumphant, whoſe Peace the Enerny will have 
no Power to difturb, and where the Fruition of 
the Gop of Truth will pur an End to all Dif- 
Putes. [3 21 SL, ' (44 
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"Ws 21021. no. wo 3 ; 
i nd Few as the Words, of. "my Ton s are, 

they eyidently contain, two poſitive! 
N Aſlertions, vi. That there is a Faith, 
and that this Faith is but ene. I need 
not here; trouble you with the various Accep- 
tations of the Werd Faith in Scripture; it will 
be ſufficient for my preſent Purpoſe to mention 
only two (as it is there taken ſometimes for the 
Obyect of Faich, and ſometimes for the AQ ot , 
Faith. Which two Senſes of the Word, tho“ 


they are very different in the formal Notions 


of chem, yet being Relatives they, have ſuch a 
Dependence on each other, that the Being of 
One infers the Other. For if in Scripture « Fan 
be an Object of Faith, the Act of Faith will 
neceſſarily be a Duty: And, on the other ſide, 
if we meet with ach a Duty as Faith in Scri- 
pture, it cannot be doubted but that an Object 
of A 9 wi one be met with too, 


So 


Ther# 1s:one Faith. 
So that, though the Word Faith in my 

Text manifeltly figmiies the Object of Fa 
yet in diſcourſing upon it, it will be neceſſary 


to take into our Conſideration both Senſes; of 
the Word; and accordingly I fhall;; ! 14 


I. | Fir ff, Shew What is properly the Object 


of Faith; and how it is, and can be but One. 

II. cecond „ I ſhall ſhew that the Act of 
Faith is a Duty indiſpenſably mae From 
whence it will follow, 

III. Thirds), That all Error in Faithii is Sin. 

I. Firſt then, I am to ſhew What is 2 
the Obje& of Faith, and how it is, and can be 
but One. Faith in general is defined to be an 
Aſent to that which is Credible, as Credi- 
ble. So that the material Object of Faith is 
always ſomething Credible, and 1 — oy 
ject of all Faith is Credibility 


diſtinguiſhed both from 3 reh i 
founded upon the Evidence of deni Nen: 3 


and from Opinion, which is grounded only 
upon Probability. The Evidence * of Senſe 
and Reaſon being laid aſide, as too firm a 


Foundation for mere Faith or Beliefs. and Pro- 


bability, as too weak and infirm an one, for ſo 
ſtrong an Aſſent; there remains nothing for it 
to ſtand, upon, but Teſtimony, which if it be 
that of Man, it is called Human; if of Gop, 
Divine Faith; which is the Faith we are now 
ſpeaking of: And it being built upon the Te- 
ſtimony of Gop, the Object of it muſt needs 
be. all that Go had revealed to Man any way 


nd | whatſo- 
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There is one Faith. 

wharſocyer. - So that in ith urmoſt Latitude, 
che Object of Faith will rake in all choſe Divine 
Truths which Gob has diſcovered ro us by the 
Light of our own Reaſon; ſuch as his own 
Exiſtence, the Immortality of our Souls, the 
eſſential Difference between moral Good and 
Evil, and a future Judgment: Truths, which 


_ Tonſtantly have been believed in all Ages and 


Countries by the wiſeſt Men, withour any other 
Revelation, than by that Light which Gop has 
ſer: up in every Man's oN Breaſt. But how 
much this Light was impaired by the Fall, the 
profs Idolatry and Immorality which covered 
the Face of the whole Earth, was too ſenſible a 


Proof: And Men miſt for ever in that Dark- 


neſs have wander'd out of their Way to Hap- 
Pines, had not Gor moſt graciouſly raiſed up 
a new Light, and ſhew'd them their Way firſt 
by Prophets illuminated by his Holy Spirit, 
and in the latter Days by his Eternal Son, the 
Word made Fleſh, and the Comforter, whom 
according to Promiſe He ſent to his Ape 

after his Aſcenſion. And 'tis what theſe have 
taught, and is deliveted down to us in their 
Writings, which is more ftriatly and x y 
rhe Obje& of our Faich. But in theſe Books 
there is gteat Variety of Matter; there are not 
only a fuller Diſcovery of the Divine Nature, a 
mote illuſtrious Manifeſtation of Gop's Attri- 


bures ; not only Rules of Life, and Rewards 


and Penaltics to enforce them; but alſo Hiſto- 


rical and Prophetical Truths. And all theſe 


being 


There is one Faith. 
bring beſt upon the ſame Teſtimoty, have the 


8 * Credibility, are equally the 
our Faith, and to nen of 
A is to make Gop 4 


However, the Knowledge of all the Parts 


of this Divine Revelation not being of equal 


Importance, in reſpect to the main Deſign of 
it, the Salvation of Man; an expreſs and expli- 
cite Aſſent to every Particular contain d in Sa- 

Writ, cannot be neceſſary; but a general 
Belief of all that has been writ by the Inſpira- 
ſufficient as to thoſe Things of leſs Moment. 
And a Difference has been always allow d in 
the Chriſtian Church between ſuch Truths, and 
thoſe which are very properly call'd the funda- 
mental Atticles of our Faith, becauſe our Reli- 
ion is built upon them. The Redemption of 

allen Man was a Work, which required infi- 
nite _ as well as Mercy, to effect. It 


was not in Mans Power to do any ching him · 
ſelf towards it. 


His. Sin had not only ox God ac Diane 
from him, but alienated his own Heart and Af- 


fections from Gap; it diſabled the Will from 
deſiring that Mercy, which it made him want; 
and if his Sorrow could have made his Peace, 
yet his obſtinate and obdurate Heart was not 
diſpoſed to yield ſo ſmall a Satisfaction. But 
alas-1 a great deal more is required to reconcile 
a N to his offended Maker. Gop's M 

dis {Tra is infinite; but ſo are all his other At 


6 tributes, 
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here is one Faith. 
tributes, his Juſtice, his Holineſs, and his Truth] 
and Sin can never be pardoned but in a Way 
conſiſtent with the utmoſt Perfection of theni 


all, and the Honour of God's own Sovereigti 


Dignity. But to find out a Method which 
would correſpond to all the Exigencies of this 


Caſe, was infinitely beyond the * of any 


created Being: It required a compleat and ade- 
quate Knowledge of the Divine Nature, and 
therefore none bur Gop himſelf was able to 
contrive or effect it; as the incomprehenſible 
Myſtery of our Redemption has in Fact ſhewn. 
We find no leſs was neceſſary than to take the 
Manhood into Gop ; by whieh ineffable Uni- 
on, there arofe a Perſon every way qualified to 
undertake this great Work, arid effectually to 

tiate a Peace between a Sinful Creature 


and his Offended Creator: A Perſon holy enough 


to merit Gop's Favour to us by a perfect Obe. 
dience; weak enough to ſuffer Puniſhmenr- for 
our Sins; and of Diꝑnity enough to ſtamp ſuch 
a Value upon thoſe Sufferings, as to make them 
an: ample Satisfaction to the Divine Juſtice : In 
ſhort, as St. Paul ſums it up, ſuch an High 
Prieſt as became us, who 18 holy, harmleſs, 


unde filed, ſeparate from Sinners, and made 


higher than the Heavens, who needeth not 
daily, as thoſe High Prieſts, to offer up Sa- 
criſice, firſt for his own Sins, and then for 
the Peoples: For this he did once, when he 
offer'd up bimſelf. 1 


Now 


U 


There is one Faith: 
No the only Dos of God's Revelation 
being to make known this his gracious Intention 
to receive Man again into Favour, and his Me- 


thod of doing it; whatſoever is neceſſary to 


. ——— l — —U a — — — — 


make this wonderful Tranſaction underſtood, is 


yet more particularly the Object of Faith; and 
therefore whatſoever we meet with in Scripture 
concerning CHRIS, by whom alone Gop 
brought about this great Work, whether of his 
one Perſon, his two Natures, his different E- 
ſtates, his ſeveral Offices, and his ineſtimable 
Benefits; theſe, I fay, are fundamental Articles 
of our Faith; and though great Diſputes about 
Fundamentals have been raiſed, they all might 
have been ſpared, if Men would but have at- 
tended to what St. Paul ſays in this Caſe, 
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Other Foundation can uo Man lay, than that x Cor. iii, 


ig laid, which is JEsUs CuRrIST. 
And therefore at the firſt preaching of the 
Goſpel, a Summary of theſe Truths was drawn 


up, and-put into the Hands of the New Con- 


yerts, before any Canon of Scripture! was ſettled. 
For that was growing gradually, as Occaſion 
was offered to the Apoſtles, to write to their 
ſeveral Churches. But in the mean time new 
Convetts were daily added to the Church, who 
were to be inſtructed in that Faith by which 
they were diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the 
World. And nothing could be more proper 
for this Purpoſe, than ſuch a brief Form, as 
was eaſy to be underſtood, and retained in Me- 


mory. St. Paul mentions ſuch a Form of Rom. vi. 
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2 Tim. i. hem. He bids him bald faſt the 
found Words : which: he had beard of him. 


13. 


There is one Faith. 
Doctrine which had been before deliver d to 
Form of. 


And St. Jude requires all Chriſtians to contend 


. earneſtly for the Faith once delivered to the 


Saint. And it is well known, chat from the 


Apoſtles Times there was a+ Creed taught to 


all adult Chriſtians a little before their Baptiſm, 
to which they were to anſwer Article by Ar- 
ticle, when they were baptized, as our Infants , 
at this Day do by their Sureties. And there 
will be always great Uſe of ſuch Summaries of 
Faith in the Chriſtian Church, though the 
Canon of Scripture has been long ſince com- 
pleated; becauſe they preſent at one View thoſe 


neceſſary Truths which every Chriſtian ought 


bis peculiar Part, and the Heads of which from 


to know, but cannat ſo caſily collect together 


out of the Scriptures, where they lie diſperſed. 


in ſeveral Places, as the holy Pen- men had Oc- 
caſion to mention ſome one or other of them. 
Nor can there be any Doubt, bur that this 
apparent Uſefulneſs of Creeds for the Preſer- 


vation of the Chriſtian Faith has been rhe very. 


Reaſon why Satan of late by his Emiſſaries 
among us, has made ſo open and ſo violent an 
Attack againſt them all. NG 
Notwithſtanding then, that all the Contents 
of Scripture are in a larger Senſe the Object of 
Faith, as being revealed by Gop; yet what 
immediately concerns the Redemption of Man, 


in which every Perſon of the Holy Trinity had 
the 
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the Beginning baye been drawn up in a ſhort 
Form called rhe Creed, is ſtill more ſtrictly and 
properly the Object of a Chriſtian's Belief. And 


though the Matter of it be various, it is for- 


mally but One: For ſince the Formality of the 
Object of all Belief is placed in Credibility ; i 
Where the Credibility is built upon one and 
the ſame Foundation, the Credit of the ſame 
Teltifier ; there the Faith can be but One. 
And for this Reaſon, taking Divine Faith in the 
largeſt Senſe, the Apoſtle might well fay, it is 
but One, as ſtanding upon the ſole Authority 
of Gop. The Object of Faith being thus I 


forth, I am to ſhew, 


II. Secondly, That the Act of Faith is an 
indiſpenſable and neceſſary Duty. Such an 
Argument as this may ſeem very ſtrange and 


cyen impertinent to inſiſt upon before a Chri- 
ſtian Auditory; and, I conteſs, it is a Scandal 


to this Age and Chuitth, that it is not ſo. For 


not only by the Looſe and Prophane, but by 
great Pretenders to Virtue and Piety, by zealous 
Oppoſers of the Errors of the Church of Rome, 
by ſuch-as by their Profeſſion ought to under- 
ſtand, defend, and inſtruct others in it, the 
Chriſtian Faich has been of late ſo much de- 
preciated, that they ſeem to think it but of tmall 
Importance, and not very material what Men 


believe, provided they do but direct their Lives | 


as well as they can according to the Rules of 
the Goſpel. We have expreſſly been taught, 
firſt —4 the Pulpit, and then from the Preſs, 
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That Religion is not ſo much the believing 


ſuch a Ser of Truths, as the living by ſuch 


Rules as Gop and CuRIST have laid down 


to us; and the Author laments; that his js 


a Thought, which Men are very apt to for- 
get I ſhall nor deſcant upon the Words, but 

ope what follows will prove, that it is 4 
Thought which never ought to have come into 
any Chriſtian's Head. For we cannot look in- 
to our Bible but we ſhall ſee that Faith is not 
only a Duty, but the firſt Duty of a Chriſtian. 
And the fruitful Mother of all choſe Virtues and 
Graces that ever yet adorn'd a Chriſtian Soul, 
Natural Reaſon will tell us, that Gop is to be 


believed, as well as obeyed. And ſuch is his 


Majeſty, that one of his Prophets, in a no lels 
proper than lofty Manner, introduces his Pro- 
phecies with an Addreſs to the whole Crea- 
tion to give Attention to the Voice of the Great 
Creator: Hear, O Heavens, and give Ear, 
O Earth: for the Lord hath ſpoken. But 
what had the Lorp then ſpoken 2 Sharp Re- 
proofs and ſevere Threatnings in his Wrath, 
againſt a Rebellious People. And is there leſs 
Regard due to his Words when they breath 
forth nothing but Grace and Mercy? to his 
Words delivered by his only and beloved Son, 
who took our Nature upon him only to die for 
Sinners, and court them to accept of that Sal- 
vation which he had fo dearly purchaſed for 
them? Now whar he himſelf declared concern- 
ing his own Nature, and the End and _— 
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of his Incarnation and Sufferings; and what his 
Apoſtles, after the Holy Ghoſt had deſcended 
on them, have taught of the infinite Benefits 
purchaſed for us by his moſt precious Blood: 

Are theſe Things Matters of Indifference, and 
is it of no great Moment what we believe about 
them? Is it enough to call them barely 4 Set 
of Truths, and are Chriſtians to be taught that 
Religion zs not ſo much the believing of theſe, 
as living a moral Life? Let us, I ſay, but 
look into our Bibles, and they will teach us 
another Doctrine. They will teach us that 
whatever Benefits CHRIS may have obtain d 
of his Father for us, tis Faith alone which can 

ive any Man a Title to them. CHRISFH was pet 
forth to be a Propitiation by Gop, tis true, 
but how muſt any Man lay hold of che Benefit 
of it for himſelf? St. Paul tells us, Tis through Rom. itt. 
Faith in his Blood. And that Go zs only the M 26. 
Fuſiifier of him which believeth in JESUS. 
Will Gop give us Acceſs to him, and hear our 
Prayers: — ſame Apoſtle tells us how; Tig Eph. iii. 
Jesvs CuR IST our ORD, in whom we have © 
Bolaneſs and Acceſs with Confidence by the 
Faith of him. Are we adopted by Gop, 
and become his Children ? Is not this Honour 
and Advantage allo by Faith in JesUs CHRIST 2.Gal. iii, 
In ſhort, every thing neceſſary to our Salvation 16. 
is in Scripture attributed to Faith. We are 
ſaid to be 7uſtified, to be ſanitified, by Faith 
alone. For notwithſtanding Obedience to Gop's 


Commands is a neceſſary Duty, yet becaule 
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230 


There is one Faith. 


Faith is the Root of our Spititual Life; and 


that we are able of ourſelves to do no good 
Thing, but it is the Spirit of Gop which work- 
eth in us both to will and to do, and chat 
through Faith alone the Holy Spitit is promiſed; 


becauſe after all, our beſt Works are ſo defective, 


that they would ſtand in need of Pardon, in- 


1 Joh. iv. 
15. 


ſtead of meriting Acceptance, without Faith in 
CHRIST, for we are expreſſly told, that W1th- 


out it, it is impoſſible to pleaſe Go p: For 


theſe Reaſons, I fay, in Scripture, our very 
Salvation itſelf is attributed to Faith alone ; 
and Faith is declared ro be the Principle of 
that Union between Gop and Man, without 
which there can be no Happineſs; for we are 
aſſured by St. John, That whoſeever ſhall 


_ confeſs that Ix sus is the Son of Gor, God 


dwelleth in him, aud he in Gov. 
But it may be ask'd, what is to be undet- 
ſtood by Faith in CHRIST, to which ſo much 


is attributed in Scripture. Is it no more than 


a bare Belief that Jesvs is the Meſſiah? There 
are thoſe who will tell you 'tis no more; and 
Thar Faith is ſo much One, that one Propoſi- 
tion contains it all. But, alas! they ſeem to 
have overlook'd all the reſt of the New Teſta- 
ment : For it is evident from innumerable Pla- 
ces in it, that a great deal more is meant by it, 
Dig. a firm Perſuaſion of the Truth of many 
Propoſitions relating to our Loxp and Saviour, 
cither as grounded upon his Authority, ot be- 
longing to his Perſon. And it was ä 

chat 


There is one Faith: 231 
that CuRISr himſelf began his Preaching with a 
calling upon Men to repent, and /o believe 
the Goſpel; by which it appears, that 70 be- 
lie ve in him, and to believe the Goſpel are 
ſynonimous Terms. But che Goſpel contains 

many other Truths, beſides that One, that He 

was the Me ſſiah. And I deſire to hear, what 
it would hgnily, barely to know thar CHRIST 
ar He that ſbould rome into the World, 
without knowing why He came, and what 
Benefit his coming was to finful Man. No- 
thing certainly. And therefore by the Apo- 
files alſo Faith in CHR ist, is ſometimes called 
the believing the Goſpe!, and the Faith of hilti. 27. 
the Goſpel of CR IST. And ſometimes the ime co 
Belief of the Truth, viz. that Body of Truth, 2 Theſl. i. 
ſignally ſo called, which was taught by him- 12, 13. 
felt, and his Holy Spitit in the Apoſtles. Like- 
wiſe in othet Places, this Faith is called, the 
belitving, hearing, receiving the Word of 
God, of Cak1sr, of his Apoſtles, the recei- 
ving Currsr's Teſtimony, and (which is the 
ſame) reteiving Cnxisr himſelf, and coming 
unto CuRISr. All cheſe ſeveral Expreſſions 
mean the ſame as Faith in CHRIST; who being 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, and all 
Evangelical Truths either coming from him, or 
centring in him: Faith in him is a very proper 
and comprehenſive Expreſſion for the who 
Belief of the Goſpel Diſpenſation. 65 
Which Faith being ſo neceſſary, it is ſuppo- 
ſed by the Apoſtles in all their Exhortations to 
(ES Virtue 
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2 Pet. i. 5. 


1 Joh. 11. 
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Virtue and Picty: Add to your Faith Virtue, 


ſays St. Peter, as neceſſary to follow Faith, and 
not attainable without it. And if we attend 


— 


to the Manner in which the Apoſtles enforce 


moral Duty, we ſhall always find them fetch- 
ing their Arguments from ſome Article of Faith. 


It will be ſufficient to inſtance in the rwo great, 
Duties of a Chriſtian, becauſe they virtually 


contain all the reſt, che Love of Gop and our 


Neighbour. How often are both theſe prefled 


home by every one of the Apoſtles, on N 
of the infinite Love of God in giving his only 


begotten Son to ſave Sinners, and on Account 
of the ſame Love of CHRIS in coming for that 


End! 

The Act of Faith having been thus proved 
to be a Duty, it plainly follows, 

III. 7 hird!ly, That all Error in Faith is Sin. 
This is evident from the Definition given by 
St. John: Sin is the Tranſgreſſion of the Law. 
Therefore if the Law makes Faith a Duty, e- 
very Error in Faith is a Sin, as being the Breach 
of that Law. For ſo far as we err in Faith, we 
do not believe what we are bound to believe, 
bur ſomerhing different from it; for example: 
If we are by the Goſpel obliged to believe that 
our Saviour is the Eternal Son of Gop, of the 
{une Nature with himſelf, that He took our 
Nature upon him, being born of the Virgin, to 
make Satisfaction to his Father for the Sin of 
Man; whoever belicves him to be a mere Man, 
or any ſort of Being not God, and that he made 

no 


There is one Faith. 
no Satisfaction to the Divine Juſtice upon the 
Croſs, he trangreſſes that Duty which is re- 
quired of him; he doth not believe what the 
Goſpel requires him to believe, but ſomething 
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elſe, and therefore is guilty of Sin. But here 


it will be ſaid that in order to a right Belief, a 


right Interpretation of the Scriptures is requi- | 


ſite; I grant it: And it will be ſaid that an 
honeſt Man may ſincerely uſe his beſt Endea- 
vours to come at the true Senſe of it, and yet 
miſtake it, and that his Error will not be impu- 
ted to him by Gop, as Sin; This I deny. Tis 
true indeed, there are many obſcure Paſſages in 
Scripture, about the Senſe of which, the Learn- 
edeſt Men have never agteed. But the Truth of 
the Articles of Faith depends not upon any ſuch 
Places. They are not proved by any ſingle Paſ- 
ſages; and if any of them are here and there 
ſomewhat obſcurely expreis'd, they are to be mer 
with clearly delivered in innumerable other Pla- 
ces; and common Senſe teaches every Man to 
explain dark Paſſages of any Author by clear 
ones, and not to attempt to force the plain 
Ones to ſpeak the Senſe we put upon the Ob- 
ſcure. 1 E 


The Diſputes which have been in the Church 


about the Interpretation of Scripture, have been 


made ule of for very different Purpoſes. And 
the Uncertainty of Faith on this Account, is 
by both Parties taken for granted: But One, 
knowing the Neceſſity of a right Faith, would 
hence infer the Neceſſity of a Living infallible 
IT Guide: 
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Guide: The Other pleads from hente; for a 
Latitude of Opinion in Matters of Faith, and 
deſpiſes thoſe who conterid earneſtly for ſound 


Doctrine, as Men of natrow Minds, who art 


to me ſeems no leſs than Blaſphemy. 


content to plod on in the bearen Track, and de. 
ny thetnſelves all Freedom of THinkiiig. 

But if the Foundation on which both cheſe 
Inferences are built, proves totten atid unſound, 
it will be no Wonder ro ſee them Both fall ti 
the Ground. The Foundation is this z Thar:our 
Faith is uncertain, becauſe there have ever been 
Dilputes in the Church about the Threrpreration 
of Scripriire, from whence we thuſt all take it. 
But pray let us conſider, how it ebmes to pals 


that Chriſtians habe fo much differed in their 


Interptetation of Scriptute, and whether this 
proceeds from the Obſcutity of the Word of 
Gop, or from the Perverſeneſs of Man's Will. 
To impute it to the former, I feat will not be 
fot the Honour of Gop; but to ipute it to 
the latter, will bring no Reffection even upon 
Man, who is confeſſedly a Crearute by Sin of 
a dark and confuſed Underſtanding, of irregit- 
lar Affections, and a refractory Will. No body 
will ſay that Gop could not have made known 
ſuch Truths as he requires to be believed, in 
plain and very intelligible Terms: And thiete- 
fore if he hath not done it, nothing remains to 
be faid but that He would not, and to ſay That, 
Bur to 
own that Mens miſtaking the Senſe of Scripture, 
is owing to the Influence of ſome carnal Aﬀec- 
q tion 
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tion that blinds the Mind, or the Pride of the 
Underſtanding, or an Eye to ſome ſecular Inte- 
reſt which may be ſerved by it: And the Ad- 
vantage that Satan hereby takes to lead Men 
into Error, is not otily hot an improbable, but 
a moſt true Account of the Difference among 
Chriſtians in the Interpretation of Sctipture. 

Let me ask how we come to undetſtand the 

true meaning of any ancient Authot. No body 

will fay we want an infallible Guide to explain it, 

or that there can be no Certainty abòut ir. In 

theſe Caſes, a Knowledge of the Language and 

the Cuſtoms of a Countrey where the Book was 
written, and à Man's own Reaſon are allowed 
fafficient to ſecure hiq; from any groſs Miſtake. 

But we haye much greater Helps for Under- g 
ſtanding all Things in Seripture, which are ne- if 
ceſſary to Salvation. Natural Reaſon affiſted | 
with proper Learning „ will afford the fame 

Help in interpreting the Bible, as any other 

Book. But beſides this, every honeſt and fin- 

cete Chriſtiati has the Author ſtanding by him, 

who can beſt exphin his own Meaning, the 

Holy Spirit of God, who ſpeaks there by his 

Prophets and Apoſtles. For by the new Cove- 

nant Gop has engaged to enable us by rhe ſu- 

pernatural Afﬀeftance of his Grace to perform 

whar he requires of Us; and therefore Faith be- 

ing a Principal Part of our Duty, it cannot here 

be fixppoſed wanting: So much the contrary; 

that for this Reaſon it is that Faith is expreſſly 

ſaid to be the Gift of Gop : So that it will be Eph.ii. 8. 


In 
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in vain for Men to make any Excuſes for ſuch 
Errors, any more than for the Immorality of 
their Lives: They have the ſame Guide to lead 
them both in Faith and Manners, and whether 
as to one or t'other, they deſert and will not 
follow him, they are equally culpable. _ 
Tis not enough for a Man to ſay, He is per- 
plexed with the various Senſes which are put 
upon thoſe Places of Scripture, in which are 
delivered the moſt important Articles of Faith, 


and that he is at a Loſs which to follow: Or 


that he finds Faith not in his own Power, and 


that he muſt believe Things as they appear to 


his Underſtanding, and cannot help it; and 
therefore, if he errs, it is only his Misfortune, 
and no Fault at all. Such Pretences may impoſe 
upon Man, who knows not the Heart; and a 
Man may himſelf over look the Biaſs that leads 
him out of the Way of Truth; but Gop zs 


greater than the Heart and knoweth all 


Things, and therefore cannot be deceived by 
fuch vain Excuſes. He knows what Evidence 
ought to convince the Underſtanding, and 
what moves the Will to reſiſt it; He knows 
whether we fall into Error ignorantly for want 
of due Diligence in ſearching the Scriptures; 
or whether we meanly ſuffer ourſelves to be led 
into it by the Authority of great Names: He 
ſees the Pride and Obſtinacy of our Hearts with 
which we maintain thoſe Errors which we have 
ſo raſhly eſpouſed; and above all abhors that 
baſe and ſordid Regard to ſecular Intereſt, 

; | , through. 
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through which too many Men at firſt take them 
Ws 

Pech being the Cauſes of Error, no Wonder 
that Go p requires Truth in the inward 
Parts, for that this is meant of the Under- 
ſtanding, Thou ſhalt make me underſtand Pal. li. 6, 
Wiſdom, appears from the — Words; 
which if they will not underſtand, he lays it 
to their Charge. He doth not conſider what 
Men do believe, but what Men ought to believe. 
He knows what Influence all ſorts of Evidence 
ought to have upon our Minds, and when Men 
reſiſt, what is the Wicked Cauſe of it, and paſ- 
ſes Judgment accordingly. 5 
When our Saviour ſent his Diſciples to preach 
the Goſpel to the Jews, he gave them the 
Power of Miracles, to caſt our unclean Spi- Mat. x. r. 
rits, and to heal all manner of Diſeaſe: 
A ſufficient Proof of the Truth of their Do- 
arine. Yer he ſuppoſed they might meet with 
ſome, even whole Cities, who would give no 
Credit to them, and againſt ſuch pronounces a 
- dreadful Sentence: And whoſoever, lays. he, 
Shall not receive you, nor hear your Morde: , 14, 
When ye depart out of that Houſe, or City, 
ſhake off the Duſt of your Feet. Verily I 
ſay unto yon, it ſhall be more tolerable for 
the Land of Sodom and Gomorrah, in the 
Day of Judgment, than for that City. "I was 
Faith he required, and he knew very well all 
the moſt plauſible Pretences that could be made 
for Infideliry, and that in whole Cities _ 
cou 
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could not be wanting thoſe, who would know - 


how to make them: But without taking them 
at all into Conſideration, he candemns ſuch VDn- 
believers to more ſevere Puniſhmepr, chan thoſe 
that had been guilty of the foile/t Immorality 
Which human Nature is capable of. But it may 
be ſaid that het the whole Gſpel was ſuppoſed 
to be rejected, and that total Infidelity is a very 
different Thing from a ſingle Error in Faith, bs 
tit of neyer ſo great Importance. I grant there 
are many Differences between them; but in 
this they agree, that they have both one 
and the ſame Cauſe of cheir Sinfulneſs. Why 
was that total Infidelity of thoſe Cities Which 
ſhould not rocgi ve the Apoſtles, vor hear their 
Hords, judged by our Saviour to be à Sin: 
Mas it not becauſe there was ſufficient Evidence 
laid before them of the Truth of the Apoſtles 
Dadrine to convince their Judgment, and ta 
which for that Reaſon it was their Duty to 
have ſubmitted? And is not this the very Rea- 
ſon which I have been all along urging for tho 
Sinfulneſs of Error in Faich? vi. That all ne- 
_ ceflary. Truths are ſo plainly. revealed in Scrip- 
tyre, that no ſuch Error can proceed from want 
of Evidence enough to inform us right, and 
therefore it is a Man's own Fault if he is wrong. 
There is no doubt but Error in Faith, though 
it be always ſinful, yet admits of very many 
Degrecs of. Guilt: And as in one Man, many 
Circumſtances may meet to alleviate it, fo in 
another as many may concur to aggravate 1 
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It is not my preſent Buſineſs to enquire how far 
we are to judge the erroneous: Gap, only who 
knows the Hearts of Men, better than they da 
themſelves, gan in all Caſes be a proper Judge; 
He alone can certainly tell who is a fir Object 
af Compaſſion, and who deſerves the 1 
of the Law. 

Vet notwithſtanding, thero are many Eaſes 
in which there will not want Tokens for Man 
ta judge by, and in the Extreams on each Side, 
with a good Degree of Cortainty. As Modeſty, 
Humility, Peaceableneſs, Sobriety in one Man, 
will juſtly encline us to judge charitably of his 
Error: So the Contentious Spirit, the Pride 
and Conceitedneſs, the Pertinacy of another, 
will but with too much Reaſon provoke us to 

lay Hereſy to his Charge; which, if Scripture, 
and the Senſe of the Ninive Church may be 
bearken'd to, is a Sin of the firſt Magnitude; 
And yet Hereſy differs not in kind from the 
leaſt Error, but only in Degree; as it is a more 
abſtinare Oppoſition to the Truth, and a Man's, 
reſolute adherence to his own ill grounded Opi- 
nions, afrer frequent —— of thoſe who 
have the rule over him, and in Contempt of the 
Authority of the Church. Againſt ſuch an One 
our Saviour. himſelf pronounces an Auat hema 
to be executed by the Church, which is here- 
by commanded to turn him out, and deprive him 
of Church Memberſhip, and then look upon 


_ only as an Heathen: Man ond a Pub. 2 
can. | 


I might 
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1 might enlarge much more upon this Subs 
je but by what has been ſaid, if it has appear- 
ed that Exor in Faith is no harmleſs Thing, it 

zs what J aimed at; and no more need be added, 
except a Word of Exhortation, which the Do- 
_. Rrine delivered particularly calls for. And I 
ſhall in the firſt Place addreſs myſelf to Tou 
my Brethren of the Clergy, and beſeech you 
ok me to conſider, how Highly it concerns us 
eſpecially to have a ſtrict Regard ro ſound Do- 
ctrine. Tis our Duty to inſtruct the People 
committed to dur Charge in the true Faith of 
CuRIsr, and we ſhall not have only our own 
Errors to anſwer for, bur theirs alſo who ſhalt. 
be miſled by Us. Our own will be too great 
a Butden for us to bear; they will be aggrava- 
ted by our greater Abilities to underſtand the 
Scriptures, by our Studies preparatory to the 
_ Mmiſtry; and by our ſolemn Engagement, when 
Ordering we enter d into it, fo be ready Th all Faith. 
of Prieſts. ful Diligence to baniſh and drive away all 
| erroneous and firange Doctrines, contrary 
to Gop's Word. Let us remember that we 
are the Shepherds of Cur1st's Flock, that as 
much as in us lies we are to keep the Sheep 
from Straying, and to feed them; That the 
Food which Car1sT hath provided for them, 
is only the Mil of his Word, which muſt be 
ſincere; i. e. his own pure Word, unmixed 
with any other. Let us conſider how often the 
Dury of keeping the Faith is carneſtly preſſed 
155 Timo. 7 and Titus * St. Pant, | akerhe | 
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had committed the Church of Epheſus to the 
Care of the Former, and that of Crete to the | 
Larter. In almoſt every Line, we meet with 
Faith, found Words, ſound Doctrine, the 
Word of Truth, &c. which they had receiv'd 

from him; and which the Apoſtle had com- 
mitted to their Truſt, as a ſacred Depaſitum 
which they were to give an Account of. Hold 


faſt, faith he to Timothy, The Form of ſound! Tim. i. 


Words which thou haſt heard of me, in Faith FO 
and Love which is in [EsUs CHRISr. That 

ood Thing which was committed unto Thee, 

cep by the Holy Ghoſt, which dwelleth in 
us: And in another Place, O Timothy keep - Tim, vi. 
that which is committed to thy Truſt: And. 
he finiſhes the Character of a Biſhop, with him, Iitus i. p. 
that as it were, fo compleat all, he muſt be 
One holding faſt the faithful Word, as he 
had been taught, that he may be able by 
ſound Doctrine, both to exhort and convince 
the Garnſayers: And in his Directions to Ti- 
tus, he begins with theſe Words: But ſpeak Chap. ii. r. 
thou the Things which become ſound Do- 
ctrine: And again, in Doctrine ſhewing Un- 
corruptneſs, ſound Speech that cannot be 
condemned, &c. And in ſome of his other E- 
piſtles, St. Paul, calls preaching unſound Do- 
ctrine, preaching another Goſpel. As indeed 
it truly is: The Goſpel of CHRTST, is what 
CHRIST and his Apoſtles have taught the 
Church; whatever differs from it, is not 
that, but fernething elſe which they have not 
| | taught: 


1 
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taught: And if it be preached for Golpel, it 
mult be another Goſpel, for ir is not theirs. 
This Conſideration alone is ſufficient to excite 

our utmoſt Care and Diligence to perform the 

Promiſe before mentioned made to Go at our 

Ordination, vg. to drive away all erroneous 

and ftrange Dotrmes, contrary to GoD 's 

Mord. Fon otherwiſe we ſhall not only be 

guilty of a Sin of Omiſſion, in not inſtructing 

our Flock in the Words of Truth we are com- 
manded to preach; but of a Sin of Commiſſion 
alſo, in ſubſtituting falſe Doctrine in the Room 
of it. And when the Word which we preach, 
we profeſs to be the Word of Gop, and deliver 
it in his Name, and by his Authority; ; what 
a dreadful Sin muſt we be guilty of, if we err 
in our Doctrine, for that will be to father our 
own Falſhoods upon the Gop of Truth, and 
ſtamp them with his Authority. And for this 
Tertul & very Reaſon ſome of the Ancients have not ſcru- 
2% b. Kc. pled to pronounce Hereſy a more grievous Sin 
| than Infidelity. 
And what we are bound to preach, our 
Flock is no leſs bound to receive: Without Diſ- 
tinction of Clergy and Laity, all Chriſtians in 
general are obliged not only to hold faſt, but 
Judei.3. if there be Oppoſition, earneſily to contend for 
the Faith once delivered to the Saints: And 
that you may not be caught by thoſe who lye 
in wait to deceive, let me addreſs you in St. 
dan ohn ir. Johns Words; Beloved, believe mat every 
| Spirit, but try the Spirits Whether they be 


of 
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of Gop : Many falſe Prophets are gone out 
into the World: The Bible is in all your Hands, 
and though it is your Duty to follow your ſpiri- 


rual Guides, yet you muſt remember from whom 


your Guides have their Cognmiſſion, the Holy 
Ghoſt; and that you mult not follow them, 
where you are ſure they deviate from Him, the 
common Loxp and Maſter of us all. If there- 


fore any Man teach a Doctrine contrary to 
what you find plainly taught in Holy Scripture, 
every Chriſtian mY know him to be a falle 


Prophet. Private Judgment muſt take Place 
when it is well grounded on Scripture. And 
in the Caſe before us, there is not any Thing 


more clearly expreſſed in any Author than the 


Duty of Faith is in Scripture, and the Obliga- 
tion upon all Chriſtians ro maintain it inviola- 
ble. So that if any Teachers ſtart up in the 
Church, who ſhall depreciate Faith, and call 
the Articles of it only a Set of Truths, 


which is no more than what the Principles of 


all Science are; and ſhall therefore teach chat 
Religion is not ſo much the believing theſe, 


as the living by ſuch Rules as Gov and 
CHRISFT have laid down. And becauſe through 
the Wickednels of Man's Nature, in all Ages 
Hereticks have aroſe, diſputed againſt, ,and 
denycd the plaineſt Articles of Faith: If I ſay, 
on this Account, any one of what Dignity in 
the Church ſocver, ſhall prophanely call the Ar- 
ticles of our Faith, Controverted Points, as if 
the Church had no Certainty about them, and 
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from thence contend for a Latitude of Opinion, 


| and chat it is no Matter what any Man's Belief 


is, provided he can but aſſure himſelf that he 


has uſed his urmoſt Endeavour to come at the 


Truth: And in Conſequence of this ſhall openly 


declare againſt all Greeds, as only the Inſtru- 
ments of Diviſion in the Church, and inſtead of 
allowing them to be Rules of Faith, ſhall call 


them only the Words of Men in Oppoſition to 


the Word of Gov, which is the Rule of Faith. 
I ay any Chriſtian who has his Bible before him 
may preſently turn to an hundred Places, which 
will prove ſuch Teachers to be falſe Prophets 


He will there find that the Belief of this Set of 


Truths is abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; 


2 Tim. iv. 
7, 8. 


That every Article in all the Creeds received 
by the Catholick Church is grounded on Scrip- 


ture: And Common Senſe and Honeſty will 


tell him, that not to believe an Article of Faith 
in the Senſe it was revealed by the Holy Ghoſt, 


is not to believe it all, and that therefore a La- 
titude of Belief in Articles of Faith, is Nonſenſe 


and Contradiction. 
I am ſenſible I have treſpaſſed too much up- 


on your Patience, yet I cannot take my 


Leave without praying you to call to Remem- 


brance the Words with which St. Paul com- 
forted himſelf, when Gop had given him to 
underſtand that the Time of his Departure was 


at Hand: I have fought a good Fight, I have 


finiſhed. my Conrſe, I have kept the Faith. 


Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown 
N ; if 
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of Righteouſneſs which the Loxp the Righ- 
teous Fudge ſhall give me at that Day: And 
not to me only, but unto all them alſo that 
love his Appearing. 3 
If keeping the Faith had not been neceſſary 
to qualiſie St. Paul for receiving that Crown of 
Righteouſneſs, what Comfort could it be to 
him on that Occaſion that his Conſcience told 
him He had kept the Faith? And if that bleſ- 
ſed Apoſile, could have no Comfort without 
his Conſcience bearing him this Teſtimony, what 
Comfort can we expect at the Approach of our 
Diſſolution, if we cannot with a good Con- 
ſcience ſay, We have kept the Faith? © 
Which that every one of Us may be able to 
do, Gop of his infinite Mercy grant for JesUs 
Cuxlsr his Sake: To whom, Sc. 
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But 5 He which hath called Ms. 75 


Holy, fo be ye Holy m all Manner 


of C! onverfation ; 


Becauſe it is written; 5. be by H oly, for 
/ am Holy. 


N theſe Words we have an Aſſ ertion, and 

a Command, together with the Reaſon 

for the C ommand ; and this is drawn 

from the Aſſertion. The Apoſtle declares 
him which hath called us, viz. Gop to be 
Holy, and requires all Chriſtians, who are they 
which are called, ro be Holy alfo: And the 
Reaſon for it, is what Gop himſelf gave, when 
he commanded his choſen People the Jews 
to be Holy ; Be ye Holy, ſays He, for I am 
Holy. And we may be ſure there is great 
Weight in the Reaſon, becauſe Gop repeated 
the Reaſon, as often as He repeated the Com- 
mand, under the Moſaick Diſpenſation: Nor 
has the Holy Spirit of Gop thought any better 
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ument could be uſed to enforce rhat Holi- 
© which is required under the laſt and moſt 
—_ Revelation of his Will in the Goſpel. 
Since then the Holineſs of Gov is the Rule 
and Meaſure of that Holineſs which is required 


of us, and alſo the Reaſon why it is required; 
| theſe three Things plainly offer themlelyes to 


our Conſideration; vg. 

I. First, What it is in which the Holineſs 
of Gop doth conſiſt. 

II. Secondly, How, and in what Senſe Man 
may be ſaid to be Holy as Gop is Holy. And, 

III. Thirdly, The Force of the Argument 
drawn from Gop's Holineſs, why we ſhould be 


Holy as He is Holy. 


I. Firſt then, We are to conſider what it is 
in which the Holineſs of Gop doth conſiſt. 
Holineſs, in the Scripture Senſe of it, conſiſts 
in a Diſcrimination or Diſtinction by way of 
Exaltation or Eminence from other Things, 
which are therefore by way of Oppotition to 
it there called Common. This was the con- 
ſtant Notion the Jews ever had of Holineſs, 
and their Doctors have obſerved, that all the 
Words of Sanctity in their Language import 
ſuch a Separation; as for Example, to ſanctify 
the ſeventh Day, was to ſeparate or diſtinguiſh 
it from other Days by Reſt from Labour and 
ſecular Employments, and by Religions Duties 
appropriated to ir. It will be needleſs to bring 
more-Inſtances, in Proof of ſo confeſs d a Truth; 
but ſo n was neceſſary to clear the Way to 
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the right Notion of the Holineſs of Gop, and 
to ſhew that it is natural and eſſential to Him. 

His Perfections are ſuch as tranſcendently di- 

ſtinguiſh Him from all other Beings. He ſtands 

alone, in the midſt of all his Works; nor was 

that Power, which was able out of nothing to 

call them into Being, able to give them any 
thing in common with their great Creator. In 

all the Hoſts of Heaven there is not one that 

bears any more than a bare Reſemblance of 

him, and That a very faint one, at a Diſtance 
no leſs than Inpnite; His Coeſſential Son only. 

Heb. i. 3 being the Brightneſs of his Glory and ex- 
preſs Image of his Perſon. 5 847 7 

And that this ſuperlative Excellence of the 

Divine Majeſty, by Reaſon of which, in the 

Language of the Schools, Gop is ſaid to be 

Ens d ingulariſſimum, in the Scripture is ex- 

preſſed by Holineſs, is very evident; Gop, 

the Holy One, or his Holineſs, being all uſed 

there promiſcuouſly, as ſynonymous Terms, de- 

- noting the one Loxp of all Things, the Maker 

2 and Governour of the World. Thus the 

vo Loxp zs our Defence, the Holy One of If 

Hab. i. :2. rel is our King. And, Art not. thou from 

Everlaſiing, O Loxd my Gop, mine Holy 

r Sam. ii, One? Again, There is none Holy as the 

5 Lo xp, ſays Hannah. And when Gop is 

repreſented as binding himſelf by an Oath, 

the ſame Words are indifferently uſed: In the 

Prophet Amos alone, in one Place Gop is ſaid 

zmosvim to ſwear by Himſelf ; in another, by his Ho - 

— iv. 2. | | lineſs 1 
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lineſs; and in a third, by the Excellency of Amos 
Jacob. And when the Adoration paid by the 7. 
Seraphims in Heaven to Almighty Gop, is de- 
clared by. the Prophet Iſaiah to be by crying il. vi. 3. 
to one another, and ſaying, Holy, Holy, Ho- 
ly, zs the Loxp of Hoſt ; it cannot be doubted, 
bur that Word was choſen as the moſt proper, 
by which to recognize, exalt, and celebrate the 
Peerleſs Majeſty of Gop ; that being the Buſi- 
nels in which they were then employed. And 
what clſe did our Loxp himſelf teach his Diſci- 
| ples to do, when they fell proſtrate before their 
heavenly Father, but to fall in with the Aſſem- 
bly of Seraphims in their Devotion, by praying 
hs: Hs _ may be ſanitified ? : 3 
And ſince the Holineſs of Gop is often given 
in Scripture as a Reaſon for our Horſhep of 
Him, it muſt in its Notion take in the whole 
Nature of Gop, as He is made known to' us 
by his Attributes, becauſe they are a/l together, 
not any of them conſider'd apart, the proper 
Cauſe of that peculiar Worſhip, which is due 
to him, and can be paid to none elſe without 
Idolatty. Hear what the holy Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Exalt ye the LoxD our Gop, and — Pl. xcix 9. 
at his Foot ſtool; for He is Holy. TE 
Having thus briefly explain d the Notion of 
Holineſs, as aſcribed to Gop, in the full Ex- 
tent of it; it muſt not be forgotten, that there 
is another more reſtrain'd Senſe of it alſo in 
Scripture, when it is either given as a Reaſon for 
our Holineſs, or propoſed as a Pattern for us to 
| follow 
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Words of my Text, Be ye 
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follow in order to ir. As when: Gop i [aid 
to chaſten us, that we may be Partakers 
hes, Hodaneſs : And more 3 in the 

oly; for I am 
Holy. Ini theſe Caſes, I ſay, tis to be under- 
ſtood in a more limited Senſe, with Reſpect ro 


thoſe Attributes chiefly which are properly 
moral, as his Jaſtice, Truth, Mercy, Benefi- 


Hoſ. xi. 4. 


cence, c. Which are fo amiable in Them- 
ſelves, that if we would let our Eye dwell up- 
on Them, they would not only ſhew, but 
draw us with the Cords of a Man, the 


Bands of Love, into the Way of being Holy 


ourſelves: Proceed we now, 

II. Secondly, To conſider how and in what 
Senſe Man may be ſaid ro be holy, as Gop is 
Holy. But as He which hath called us is 
Holy, ſo be ye Holy in all Manner of Con- 


ver ſation. © 


For Man to be holy as Cop is Holy, is 
certainly a Thing poſſible, or elſe it could not 
be the Subject of a Command; nor Man's Duty 
to be ſo; Tis true, indeed, in all Compariſons 


between the Creature and the Creator, there 


will be an infinite Difference; bur yet the Like- 
neſs of the one to the other, may be a very true 
and proper Likenels, though a very faint and 
imporfect one. And therefore Go p tells us 
himſelf, that He made Man in hit own Image, 
notwithſtanding the wide Diſtance between the 
Perfections of his Nature, and the imperfect 
Reſemblance of them in Man's. The — 
y 
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lay not in the Extent or Degree, but barely in | 
the Quality of thoſe Endowments with which 
Man came out of Gop's Hands into the World. 
Gop is Infinitely Wile, and Juſt, and Holy; 
Man was not ſo, but had a Rational Soul given 
him, endued with Powers of a like Kind, and 
was wile, and juſt, and holy in ſuch a Propor- 
tion as his Nature was capable of. To exem- 
plify this in Holineſs; which is the Cafe before 
Soy is the molt ſumple and uncompounded, 
Being, and fo are all his Attributes; his Holineſs 
is nothing elſe but the Univerſal Rectitude of 
his Will, and that immutable. But from the 
Compounded Nature of Man reſult many Du- 
ties, which muſt all concur to make up his 
Holineſs ; there muſt be an exact Harmony 
between all his Natural Powers; his Members 
muſt be obedient to his Affections, his Affec- 
tions to his Will, his Will to his Reaſon, and 
his Reaſon to the Law of Gop. And the Con- 
ditien of a Creature is in itſelf mutable. But 
notwithſtanding, this great Difference, ſo long 
as this regular Subordination in his Faculties 
continued, he preſerved that Original Righte- 
ouſneſs in which he was created, and truly 
bore the Image of Gop, and was Holy as be 
was Holy. | 5 

But as ſoon as Man apoſtatized from his 
Maker, his chief Good, and ſought after Hap- 
pineſs not only out of him, but by direct Diſ- 
obedience and Rebellion againſt him, he drew 


On 


rch 
tions 
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on himſelf the threaten d Puniſhment of Mor- 
tality, and the Image of Gop was no longer to 
be ſeen in him: The Light of Gop's Counte- 
nance being turn d away, Darknels. preſently 
overſpread his Mind, and on a ſudden there 
aroſe a tumultuous Diſorder in all the Faculties 
of his Soul. Strange Change in his Condition, 
and how quickly wrought! Gop had no ſooner 


| finiſhed Six Days Works, but the laſt and no- 


bleſt of his Creatures, and for whom the reſt/ 
were made, by the Malice and Subrilty of the 


| Apoſtate Spirit, was ſo = 'd, that there had 


been no ſaving of it, had not Gop pleaſed to 
go to work again. Man was made for the 
Fruition of his Maker, and that he was inca- 
pable of, his Holineſs being loſt; nor could that 
any way be reſtored but by the Operation ef 
the Holy Ghoſt. Man could do nothing for' 


himſelf : His Sin had not only ſet Gop at Di- 


ſtance from him, but alienated his own Heart 
from Gop; it diſabled the Will from deſiring 
that Mercy which it made him want; and if 
his Sorrow could have made his Peace, yet his 
obſtinate and obdurate Heart was not diſpoſed 
to yield ſo ſmall a Satisfaction. But Alas: 


God's Mercy; Infinite as it is, could not reſtore 


Man to his Favour, without reſtoring his Holi- 
neſs alſo: Man muſt ſtill be Hoy as Gop is 
Holy, or he can never be happy, as Go p is 
Happy: So vain are the, Imaginations of all 
thoſe, who plead for the Remiſſion of Sin by 
Gop's Sovereign Power, without any Satisfaction 
— | to 
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to his offended Juſtice, or Renovation of Na- 
ture in the Sinner. Gop's Mercy ſtretch'd out 
itſelf as far as it could go conſiſtently with his 
other Attributes, by entring into a New Cove- 

nant with fallen Man, and putting him again into 
a State of Probation; which was as much as 
he was in before his Fall, or elſe he never could 
have fallen. But he cannot be made happy, 
unleſs the Image of Gop, His Holineſs, be re- 
ſtored alſo, which muſt be wrought in him 
gradually, and preſerved to the laſt, otherwiſe. 

e will be loſt as Adam was; and by Flames 
of another Kind, be for ever kept out of a bet- 

der Paradile. ” : ...- | 

It was the expiatory Sacrifice ofter'd up upon 
the Croſs, which put Man into a State of Salva- 
tion again: But it is his Holineſs which muſt ren- 
der him capable of being actually ſaved. CHRIST 
crucify d will ayail us nothing, unleſs our Old Rom. vi. 
Man be crucified with him, and the Body of © 
Sin be deſtroyed : Unleſs the new Man be Eph. iv. 

put on, which after Gop is created in Righ-*5: 
teou ſue ſꝭ and true Holineſs. Then will our 
Hearts be purified by the Love of Go p, our 
Underſtanding will be enlightened, and all the 
inferiour Faculties of the Soul reduced to their 
original Duty and Order. Our Obedience will 
be ſincere, and univerſal, and as perfect as the 
Remains of Sin in us will permit. For the 
Fleſh cannot be fo ſubdued in this Life, but it 
will be always ſtruggling with the Spirit; and 
therefore zf we ſay that we have no Sin, ei Joh i. 8. 
: Ne Te. | dieceive 
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on himſelf the-threaten'd Puniſhment of Mor- 
tality, and the Image of Gop was no longer to 
be ſeen in him: The Light of Gop's Counte- 
nance being turn d away, Darkneſs. preſently 
overſpread his Mind, and on a ſudden there 
aroſe a tumultuous Diſorder in all the Faculties 
of his Soul. Strange Change in his Condition, 
and how quickly wrought! Gop had no ſooner 


finiſhed Six Days Works, but the laſt and no- 


bleſt of his Creatures, and for whom the reſt/ 
were made, by the Malice and Subrilty of the 
Apoſtate Spirit, was ſo 3 that there had 
been no ſaving of it, had not Gop pleaſed to 
go to work again. Man was made for the 
Fruition of his Maker, and that he was inca- 
pable of, his Holineſs being loſt; nor could that 
any way be reſtored but by the Operation ef 
the Holy Ghoſt. Man could do nothing for 
himſelf : His Sin had not only ſet Gop at Di- 
ſtance from him, but alienated his own Heart 
from Gop; it diſabled the Will from deſiring 
that Mercy which it made him want; and if 
his Sorrow could have made his Peace, yet his 
obſtinate and obdurate Heart was not diſpoſed 
to yield ſo ſmall a Satisfaction. But Alas: 
 Govy's Mercy; Infinite as it is, could not reſtore 
Man to his Favour, without reſtoring his Holi- 
neſs alſo: Man muſt ſtill be Zoly as Gop is 
Holy, or he can never be happy, as Go p is 
Happy : So vain are the Imaginations of all 
| thoſe, who plead for the Remiſſion of Sin by 
Gop's Sovereign Power, without any Satisfaction 
5 ro 
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to his offended Juſtice, or Renovation of Na» 
ture in the Sinner. Gop's Mercy ſtretch'd out 
itſelf as far as it could go conſiſtently with his 
other Attributes, by entring into a New Cove- 

nant with fallen Man, and putting him again into 
a State of Probation; AT was as much as 

he was in before his Fall, or elſe he never could 

have fallen. But he cannot be made happy, 

unleſs the Image of Gop, His Holineſs, be re- 

ſtored alſo, which muſt be wrought in him 
radually, and preſerved to the laſt, otherwiſe. 

be will be loſt as Adam was; and by Flames 

of another Kind, be for ever kept out of a bet- 

ter Paradiſe.  :- - : i 
It was the expiatory Sacrifice offer d up upon 

the Croſs, which put Man into a State of Salva- 

tion again: But it is his Holineſs which muſt ren- 

der him capable of being actually ſaved. CHRIS 

crucify d will avail us nothing, unleſs our Old Rom. vi. 

Man be crucified with him, and the Body of 

Sin be deſtroyed : Unleſs the new Man be Eph. iv. 

Put on, which after Gop is created in Righ- 5. 
teou ſue ſ and true Holineſs, Then will our 
Hearts be purified by the Love of Gop, our 

Underſtanding will be enlightened, and all the 
inferiour Faculties of the Soul reduced to their 

original Duty and Order. Our Obedience will 
be ſincere, and univerſal, and as perfect as the 
Remains of Sin in us will permit. For the 
Fleſh cannot be ſo ſubdued in this Life, but it 
will be always ſtruggling with the Spirit; and 
therefore F we ſay that we have no Sin, we 110" i. 8. 
| Rs |  aecerve 


& 
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/ deceive our ſelues, aud the Truth is not in 
As ; But theſe remains of Sin will be covered 
from the Eyes of Gop, by the Righteouſneſs 
of our Redeemer, who fulfilled the Law, as 
well as ſuffered it in our Stead; and for that 
Reaſon, the Holy Ghoſt tells us, this is his 

Jer. xi. Name whereby he ſhall be called, rhe Loxy 

Gal. iii. ont Righteouſneſs: And therefore, as many \ 

2]. 4 are baptized into Curisr, are ſaid by St. 
Paul, to put on CarisT, which they do by 
abjuring his Enemies, the World, the Fleſh and 
the Devil; for this baptiſmal Vow, if kept, en- 
titles them to the Imputation of CHRIS T's Righ- 
teouſneſs; and being cloathed in That, Who 
will ſay rhey are not holy as Gop zs Holy? 
Having thus conſider'd wherein the Holineſs 
of Gop conſiſts; and in what Senſe Man may 

' be faid to be Holy as Gop is Holy: I proceed 
to conſider 5 e Ir 
TH. Thirdly, The Force of the Argument 
drawn from God's Holineſs, why we ſhould be 
Holy as He is; Be ye Holy, for I am Holy. 
When Gop at any Time condeſcends to give 
a Reaſon for his Command, tis no doubt be- 
cauſe that Reaſon well conſidered carries weight 
in it, to encline us to Obedience. Authori 
indeed is ſufficient to remove all Objections, 
and ought to procure a teady Compliance with 
his Will without the leaſt Reluctance; but when 
we know why Gop lays a particular Command 
upon us, the Conviction of our Mind ſtrikes in 
with the Authoriry of Gop, and as it were 
3 makes 
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makes it our own Law, and leaves us utterly 
inexcuſable even to ourſelves, if we diſobey. 
The ſuſtneſs of this general Obſervation will be 
made good by the Caſe before us. Holineſs is 
what Gop requires of his Creature Man, and 
he is pleaſed to give r for it, and that 
is, becauſe He himſelf is Holy. In examini 
the Force of this Reaſon, Finſt, I ſhall conſi- 
der Gop in the Unity of his Eflence, and ob- 
ſerve what Arguments ariſe from the Holineſs 
of That for our being Holy alſo: Secondly, I 
ſhall conſider the Trinity of Perſons ſubſiſting 
in that one Eflence, and obſerve what Argu- 
ments our Relation to each of. thoſe Divine 
Perſons ſeverally ſuggeſts to us, for our being 
Holy as they are Holy. | : 
I. Firſt, IJ am to conſider Gop in the Unity 
of his Eſſence, and obſerve what Arguments 
ariſe from the Holineſs of That for our being Holy 
alſo. Here only the Tranſcendent Excellence of 
the. Divine Nature comes within our Notice: But 
the Holineſs, that is, the Infinite Perfections ofthe 
Moral Attributes of That, are alone a ſufficient 
Reaſon for our uſing our utmoſt Endeavours to 
be holy alſo. Reaſon is the higheſt Gift of Gon, 
and the diſtinguiſhing Character of Man, and 
there can be no other Rule or Meaſure of Man's 
Reaſon, but that of his Creator. For Reaſon 
is but One in Gop and his Creatures. In Gop 
it is Natural and Eſſential and Immutable, in 
Man it is derivative and mutable, and ſo long 
as it is conformable to the Divine, it can never 
| | miſlead 
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miſlead the Will of Man, and then he muſt be 
holy as Gop is Holy, for the Will is the Seat 
of Holineſs in Both. Hence it appears that 
Holineſs is the urmoſt Perfection of the Nature 
of Man, unleſs Gop's Holineſs be denied to be 
a Perfection in him, and a Deviation from it be 
affirmed to be no Blemſſh to a Rational Crea- 
ture. Our Knowledge of the Divine Will can- 
not be queſtioned; we have a clear Revelation 
of it, as to every Branch of our Duty, whether 
in Relation to Gop, Ourſelves, or our Neigh- 
bour; not that our Duty herein depends ſolely 

upon the Commandment, for our Duty in theſe 
Matters was the ſame before: They are not our 
Duty only becauſe commanded, but they are 
therefore commanded, becauſe in themſelves 
Good, and therefore our Duty before. And 
the moſt abandoned Sinners cannot from their 
Hearts deny that there is a manifeſt Difference 
between Moral Good and Evil; as apparent to 
the Underſtanding, as between Beauty and De- 
formity to the Eye, between Harmony and 
Diſcord to the Ear. Ask the worſt of Men, and 
is there any one of them vill ſay that between 
Juſtice and Fraud, Mercy and Cruelty, Kindnels 
and Malice, there is no moral Difference; or 
that the one are not amiable, the other odious 
Qualities in Man? Now the Reaſon of the Dit- 
ference is this; The one are amiable becauſe a- 
eeable to the Divine Nature, and the other 
odious becauſe directly contrary to it. In One, 
Man acts by the Direction of his Reaſon fol- 
i , lowing 
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lowingl is true Rule and Pattern, the eternal 


Reaſon of his Maker: in the other by his Ra- 
ſon lead away captive by Error, or rebellious 


Paſſions and Affections: In either Caſe he fol- 


lows a Guide who is himſelf out of the Way, 
and greatly degenerates from that noble Crea+ - 
ture which came out of the Hands of Gop 
ſtamp'd with his own Image. He lives as if 
he had no higher a Principle in him thari that 
of Senſe, or blind Paſſions, and ſo differs only 
from a Goat, or a Tyger, in that they have no 
ſuperior governing Power to controll theit Luſt 
or Fury, and ſo act agreeably to their Nature; 
and Man hath not only Reaſon for his Guide, 
but the eternal Reaſon of his Maker to guide 
his Reaſon; and yet in Oppoſition to Path 
he ſuffers the animal part to have the Domi- 
nion over him, and ſo acts directiy contrary to 
to his Nature: And therefore in ſo doing, al- 
though he is the only rational Creature made 
of Fleſh and Blood, he may with great Pro- 
priety of Speech be pronounced the moſt irra-· 
tional of them all. Hence Folly and Wicked- 
nels, Wiſdom and Holineſs are ſo often uſed in 
Scripture, as ſynonymous terms: And if a Man 
hath any Regard to the Dignity of his Nature, 
he m be Holy as Gop is Holy, for other- 
wiſe he defaces chat by which he is "iftinguiſhed 
from all other Animals, and muſt be en A. 
mong the meaneſt of tem. 

| Lew — is not all; his __—_— is ole 
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bly linked with his Holineſs: Unleſs a Creature 
can be happy in a State of Separation from his 
Maker, the Fountain of all Good. For we 
know that Gop'zs of purer Eyes than to be- 


Hold Iniquity: And muſt not then the Sinner 


be baniſhed from his Sight? Light and Dark- 
neſs are as compatible together, as the Holineſs 
of Gop and the Sinfulneſs of Man: Beſides, 
God's Hatred of Moral Evil is in Truth nothing 
elſe but a Will to puniſh ir, which can never 
want its Effect in him, who can never want 
Power. If we conſider that Gop's Dominion 
over his Creatures is founded in his Creation 
of them, we muſt own thar he is naturally and 
eſſentially a Governor, and conſequently that 
whatever is neceſſary to Government mult be 
fo too. Now it is impoſſible for Government 
to ſubſiſt without Vindictive Juſtice, which muſt 
therefore be natural and eſſential to Gop, and 
like all his other Attributes, will conſtantly ex- 
ert itlelt, when there is a proper Object to call 
ic forth. Hence Gop himſelf declares: That 
He will by no Means clear the Guilty. And 
accordingly had not the infinite Goodneſs of 
Gop found out Means to juſtifie Man, that is, 
render him innocent in the Eye of the Law, 
through the Satisfaction and Righteouſneſs of a 
Mediator, accepted by Gop as his Proxy; the 
whole Race of Men had periſhed, with 'the a- 
poltate Spirits; for no Sinner ever did or can 
eſcape Puniſhment. The Ele& themſelves as 


Sinners, 
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Sinners, have been puniſhed in their Redeemer, 
and that they are ſaved, is by his Righteoul- 
nels, through Faith imputed to them. 


. 


Thus we ſee the irreſiſtible Force of the Fo 


1 . 
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gument for Man's Holineſs drawn from the 
Holineſs of God, the Divine Eſſence being only 
conſidered. For by that it appears, that without 
Holineſs it is not only impoſſible to ſee Gon, 
but impoſſible to eſcape his Vengeance in eter- 
nal Miſery; che Impunity of Sin being abſo- 
lutely irreconcilable with the Holinels of his Na- 
ture. But the Force of the Argument will ap- 
pear farther J iF e | 
/ 
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him happy again. And hat the Bleſſed Tri- 
nity thought worthy of them to undertake for 
the Good of Man, ſhall Man think not worth 
his Regard, or the Pains, in order to render 
ſuch an Ac of Grace effectual? He hath ſome- 
thing to do in it himſelf, or elſe he would not be 
adviſed, perſuaded, or commanded by Gop to 
be Holy. Nor would the Reaſon be given for 
it, becauſe Gop is Holy, were that not a pro- 
per Argument to ſet him —_ the Work, and 

2 to 
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do atimate his Endeavours. To be Holy as Gop 
is Holy, is to be like Gop in the nobleſt, ant! 
moſt amiable Excellencies of his Natute, and 
in Which bis Happineſs doth chieffy conſiſt; 
irſomuch that St. Peter ſcruples not to call 
2 Pet. i. it, being Partakty of the Divine Nature. 
| : Whats Returns then of Gtatitude are due to 
each Perſoh of the Glorious Trinity concerned 
in ſo t ranſcendent an Act of Love! And how 
' eaſily" are they paid; when all that is expected 
by Them from Man, is only to accept the Fa- 
vour! Conſider, O Man,” -who arr baptized in 
the Name of the Father, the Son, and theHoly | 
- Ghoſt, with how baſe Ingratitude to every one 
of theſe Holy Perſons; every Sin of thine is load- 

ed; and what an Affront it is to eaclt of them, 
with Reſpect to the Relation they ſeverally ſtand 
in to thee! By - thy Baptiſm thou art entered 
into: Covenant with®theni, and taken into 
'Gop's Family: 'The Father of our Lory* Je- 
ss CHRIST is becõme thy Father; and if a * 
Mal-1. 164 Father,” there lis hir Honour? Children by 
Nature ate generally like cheir Parents, not only 
in their Bodies, but the reigning Qualities of. 
their Minds; and Children by Adoption, if 
they are wile, will ſtidy-and' obſerve' the Hu- 
mou and Manners of Their: Parents; for no- 
thing is more engaging and more like to ſecure 

the Inhetirance ex pected, thas an Imitation of 
them. That carries a tacit Commen dation in it; 
and is true Praiſe; ſtripped of all Appearance 
of Flattery : Tis ee enough to gratifie 
the 
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the vaineſi Mind, and not ſo much as to of- 
fend the humbleſt, And that the Heart of our 
heavenly Father is to be won in this Manner, 
St. Paul intimates, when he calls · upon Chii- 
ſtians, to be Followers of Gop as 4— Chil: Eph. v. 1. 

dren: Ang if to be eſteem'd by Gop as his 
Sons; be a valuable Privilege, St. John will 

tell us that our Sonſhip depends upon our Like- 

nels to him, in being Righteous as he is Regh- | John iii. 
teons ; and that if we. will not be Gop's Chil- 
dren,” we muſt of Conſequence be the Devil's, ver. 8. 
for he that committeth Sin, is ofthe Devil: 

And whoſoever: ig bern of Go, doth not ver. 10 
commit Sin. In this, ſays he, 7. he. Children 

of God are manife ef, and the Chularen of 

the Devil. 

Nor are the Matives lh Iris, from our 
Relation to the ſecond Perſon of the Holy 
Trinity of leſs Weight; We are his Property, 

bought with a Price, and that of his moſt, pre- 3 
— But hy did Cuxklsr purchaſe us 

at ſo high a Rate? Was it not, That he might | 
redeem us from all Iniquity, and purifie unto + 
himſelf . a peculiar People æealous of good Tit. i. 1a. 
Farks. And ſhall we treat our Redeemer with 

ſo much Spire and Malice, as to ruin ourſelves, 

rather than let him poſſeſs v what he paid ſo dear. 

for? Let us conſider that he bought us not to 

be Slaves and Vaſſals, ut to deliver 15. from F 
the Bondage of Corruption, into the glorious, © 
Lilerty of the Children of Gov : Whereby, 

we Boone his own Brethren „ incorporated 

S 3 with 


F 


262 


The Neceſſity of Holineſs. 


with him in the fame Body the Church of 


Eph. v. 30. 


1 Cor. vi. 
15. 


ver 20. 


which he is Head; and this is fo very cloſe an 
Union, that the Apoſtle thinks no Words too 
ſtrong to, expreſs it by: Doth not he in plain 
Terms affirm, that we are Members of his 
Body, of his Fleſh, and of his Bones? And 
we know whar Inference he draws from hence 
in another Place: Shall I then, ſays he, take 
the Members of ChRISF, and make them the 
Member's of an Harlot? No; the proper In- 


ference he concludes with: Therefore glorifie 


Gov in your Body, and in your Spirit, which 
are GoD's. Conſider, I beſeech you, the Advan- 


tages of ſuch an intimate Union with the eter- 


1 Joh. iii. 
6. 


nal Son of Goy: Nothing but the moſt Bale, 
abject and degenerate Mind, can overlook the 
Honour of it; and nothing but the moſt ſtupid 
Soul can be inſenſible of the Happineſs which 
muſt attend it. Will you nor then, every one 


of you, abide in CRS? Unleſs you have loſt 


all Thought, you will. But you muſt remem- 
ber, that whoſoever abideth in Him, ſiunneth 
not. More Arguments to enforce the Reaſon 
irs for our being Holy, may yet be ferch'd 

om our Relation to the Third Perſon of the 
Holy Triniry, who is particularly diſtinguiſhed 
from the other rwo, by the Name of the Holy 
Fpirit,; Which is not given him to expreſs the 
Holineſs of his own Nature, which is common 
with him both to the Father and Son; but be- 
cauſe, of the three Perſons in the Bleſſed Tri- 


nity, it is his particular Offiee ro /an&iffe, or 
RE ah mage.” 
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make us Holy: As is clear by St. Paul's ex- 
plaining this Title, when he calls him the i Rom. i. 4. 
rit of Holmeſs. © 
We may be aſſured, that no Parr which a- 
ny of the three Divine Perſons took upon him 
in redeeming fallen Man, was unneceſſary. And | 
indeed all that had been done by the | Eivher 8 
and the Son had been fruitleſs, if the Holy Spi- 
rit had not undertaken to work in us that Holi- 
lineſs which in our corrupt Eſtate, was impoſſi- 
ble for us to do ourſelves. The fenewing of 
Man in all the Parts and Faculties of his Soul 
is in Scriprure altogether aſcribed to the Spirit, 
and therefore the compleating of Man's Re- 
demption, his actual Salvation, is the particular 
Work of this Spirit of Holineſs; for we are ' Cor. vi 
waſhed, we are ſanctiſied, we are uflified © 
in the Name of the Loxp Jesus, and by the 
Spirit off our Gop: And our Loxp himſelt 
had before declared, that except a Man. be Joh. iii. 5. 
born again of Water and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
be cannot enter into the Kingdom of ' God: 
Tis true indeed Salvation is through CHRISx, 
but if any Man have not the Spirit of. Cnx1s7, Rom. viii, 
he is none of his. Is not then our Relation to“ 
this ſanctifying Spirit, a powerful Argument to 
convince us of the Neceſſity of out being Holy? 
I am ſure St. Paul thought it was, and that it 
was a ſufficient Check to Sinners, to as them 
this ſhort Queſtion; Mhat, know ye not chat 
your Body ic the Temple of the Holy Ghoft © 
which is in you? There he dwells, on 9 


8 4 | pole 
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Means paid, as the Goſpel 


if Hlindſs, 


poſe by his gracious Influence to work in us ſuch 
an Holineſs as his own, unleęſs by ran obſtinate 


x Cor. vi Reſiſtance we firſt grieve him; and then drive 
_- -himi-thence.” We miuſt be Holy; we cannot 


help lit; unleſs we ſet ourſelves. againſt it, and 
reſalve not to be ſo. The Holy Spirit has no In- 


teteſt to ſerve in ir; our Holineſs is of: no Ad- 


vantage but to ourſelves; and ſhall we who are 
to be the only Gainers by it, be be che oy Ob- 
ſtructors of it? Gop forbid. 

More a great deal might be added out of the 
holy Seri ptures, upon theſe Heads; but what 
hath been ſaid, I hope ma may ſuffice; to ſhew, 
What great Forer there is in the Argument 
drawn from Gop's Holineſs, for the Neceſſity 
of our being Holy alſo; and to ground one 
Oblervation upon, with which I ſhall conclude. 

The Obſervation is this; That without a 


1 right: Faith it is itnpoſſible to pay an evange- 


ical Obedience; for every Article of it, not 
only affords proper Motives to it, but draws 


after it. eee but neceſſary Duties, 


without v ſuch an Obedierice is by no 


— iyukgrichs 
of Faith, I mean all chat is diſcovered to us in 


(Scripture, concerning the Redemption of Man 


by Jrsus CHRIST. And by what has been brief- 
aten delivered, it is eee en Uſe 
che Apoſtles make of Tthis*to) enforcr all. Chri- 
ſtian Duties; and truly, if their Epiſtles be read 
with Care, we ſhall find that they hardly uſe a- 


8 iy? other e The Infmite Love of 
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Go, and the: Patt each Divine Petſon in . | 
Holy Trinity bore in the amazing Economy of 
dur Redemption, requite a Return of Love in 
cheerful Obedinee.. to all his Commands, and 
that a particular Thankſe giying and Praiſe for 
theſe his ineſtimable Rewe, Gould! bear a great 
Patt in all our Devotions, and beget im Out 
_— a ara ruſt and Confidence 7 Gs 
and a De ee upon his giving us, 2 

ſoe ver ä in bs e +, But he that 
believes not a Plurality of Perſons in the Divine 
Eſſence, how can he believe the Incarnation of 
the ſecond Perſon of it? Or the Satisfaction 
made to Gop;s Juſtice by the Infinite. Value of 
the Sufferings of his Son in our Nature? How | 


can his Heart be inflamed Wich a Lowe prop 


tionable, or his Devotions formed accordingly? 
If he believes not that Go gave us bis Son, 
how ſhall he believe hat avi him, He, will 
give us all Things ? If he belicyes not ii cciſe 
Divinity of the Son, how. ſhall he Hn,ð him 
as he hondurs the Father! Nay; would it not 
be Idolatry to do ſo: He who belieyes not che Ho- 
ly Ohoſt to bela Dine Petſon, how. can he 
1 of chat Service which is due to him ag 

ch? How can he hope for his gracious 
Aid in his Spiritual Lite, or call upon him 
- Prayer” for it? Muſt he not wholly rely 
; his own Strength! And what is that 
ber a broken Rerd?: I need not purſue this 
nen any farthor, but leave every ons 

do nage upon it, as he reads the ——— 
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But this we mult all take along with us, that 
not to underſtand the Articles of our Faith will 
have much the ſame Influence upon our Prac- 
tice, as not to believe them; and our Obedience 
muſt needs be as defeftive from one Cauſe, as 
the other. Which if Chriſtians would ſeriouſſy 
conſider, they would not content themſelves 
with ſuch a flight and ſuperficial Knowledge 
of the holy Religion they profeſs. If they 
would conſider that they muſt underſtand it, if 
they expect to be ſavedbyit; it would not be the 
laſt Thing in their Thoughts. "They would ra- 
ther acknowledge St. Paul to be in the right; 
and inſtead of preferring all other Knowledge 
before it, would with him determine not to 
know any Thing ſave JtsUs CnR1sT, and him 
crucified: And Among Perſons of high Rank, 

car Wealth, excellent Natural Endowments 
and great Leiſure to improve them; to know 
how their Souls are to be ſaved, would not be 
thought the leaſt Accompliſhment. To all 
ſuch, I cannot but recommend the illuſtrious 
Example of great Knowledge in Chriſtian Do- 
ctrine, and Zeal for it, which'in this degenerate 
Age Gop has been pleaſed to raiſe up among 
Us. One who hath given publick Teſtimon 
co the World, that he thought not the' Study 
of the Scriptures, either beneath his Parts, or his 
Quality; nor chat among the Multiplicity of 
Affairs, publick or private, he ever forgot he 


Luke x. one Thing needful. So great a bleſſing, I am 


42. 


perſuaded, was not deſigned by Providence to 
- | come 
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come alone, but to be attended with greater: 
for it tends in its own Nature to awaken thoſe 

whoſe more immediate Buſineſs it is is to preſerve 
the Chriſtian Faith ſound and uncorrupt; and 
who, under great Diſcouragements, it may be 
ſuppoſed, have fallen aſleep; not only while Che 8 
Enemy ſowed his Tares, but all the while they Nat xiv 
have been growing up and ripening. Gop grant 
it may be attended with this happy Conſe- 
quence! Then our Church will be purged. of 
all her hypocritical and prevaricating Subſcri- 
bers; and thè Receivers and bare-fac'd Abettors 
of old, baffled, condemned and damnable He- 
reſies, will no longer be permitted by their 
Cure of Souls to have an Opportunity of lead- 
ing Souls out of their Way to Heaven. The Pu- 
rity of her Doctrine then preſerved, our Church 
will be ſuch, as Cux Is T will be pleaſed t pre- 
ſent to himſelf, a glorious Church, not has Eph. v. 
ving Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing, vb. 
but will be Holy and without Blemiſh: And 
from whar hath been ſaid before, I hope it has 
appeared, that for the Doctrine of any Church 
to be pure and holy, is the moſt effectual Means 
by Gop's Grace, to render all her Members ſo 
too. | 

And that this may be our Caſe, Gop of his 
Infinite Mercy grant, through JesUs CHRIST 

aur Loxp: To whom with he Father, and 
the Holy Spirit, be all Honour, Gc. 
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„„ el is he Nation. whoſe Gid | is OE 
F 5 ard, Dh the People whomihe hath 
3 chen en for my 7 Aber nacb. 0 


5 0 gon 10 419 N 
„ E A. wy 7 Gon: to "govern the 


World, being founded in his Crea- 
, dh of it, his Dominion muſt needs 
wy 17 © 0G e And be the people ne- 
„ - 1, . inparient, the Loxp will be King, 
„ And without their Conſent, without any Con. 
fo trad, impole his Lays upon all Nations, and 
5 a + dt Penalty he pleaſeth, exact Obe- 
diuience. When "thetefore''a Nation 5 pro- 
nounced Bleſſed, "whoſe Gov is the Lon, 
 Ginething peculiar miſt be underftood/by thoſe 
Words: They 1 mult import a great deal more 
£5 5 than the bare A Authority and Providential Care 
1h 4 8 olf God, with which he prefides oyer the whole 
bo. Wild. 79 And that *Pedple, Which in Contra- 
5 5 __ diſtinction to all other, is called Gop' dj, In- 
. beritance and in truth, choſen by Him ſo to 
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"which are not common to the reſt of Mankind. 
Ifiche Loxp be the Gop of all Nations"by e 
; Providence, he is the Go his : thojen He- 

ple by his Grace and Fayour: If he i th Goo 
of all Creatures by his Power an A, 
he #5 the God of his own Tnheritanceby' His 
Love and Kindneſs. This is true; but it oo 
Wien an Account of theſe | com re 


— 


I shall therefore, | TO ATED 
I. Firft,Enquite more particulitly 3 
derficd by the Loxp! being the Gor et + 
People. And this cannot be done; Wirhodt 
diſcovering at the lane Time, che nos 
 Bleſſedneſs of ſuch! a Nation. 
And becauſe Go never choſe but ore ar 
tion to be his own Inheritance, which he long 
ago caſt off, drove them out of che L ich. 
he had given them, /anid«thereby;dilloljeditheir 
Government in Church and State, and _— 
them at this Day no betrer than Vag 
ver the Face of che whole/Farth:+ L hal, Ws 
I Secondi Iy; Enquite by What Title i ; 
tion at this Tine; may claim the Long fur 
hein Go. Ant A 119 7 oatiqent 
III. Thirahy, When a Nation is: 0 Bit is 
truly to have 2% Loxp for hei Gon, I Thall 
ſhew by what Means this ineſtimable BE 
may bs loſt, |. Andethen nn b 
I ſhall — will ar been i, 
-for the promoting of the pious n een . 
Pelign Achs Alley. 22 Wes =" 5 
I. Firſt, Lam 8 by what Tire any: * 
2 Nation 
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Mat iam at this Time, may claim the Loxp or 
their Gon. And this will be belt done by tra- 

_ cing the Wards up to the Fountain · Head, and 
examining upon what Occaſion they were then 
e e, be firſt found in Gene- 
Sis v..8; And I will give unto thee, and thy 
feed after thee, the Land wherem'thou art a 
Stranger, #/l the Lend of Canaan, for. an 
everlaſiing Poſſeſſion; aud I will be thejr 
Gop; By which it appears, that they are Words 
of God's own chuſing, the very Form of Wards, 
by which Gop was pleaſed to enter into Cove- 
venant With Abraham, and his Seed after him; 
a Form in Gop's on judgment ſo ſigniſicant, 
chat he never varies from it. For When this 

Promiſe was rarify d, and made good to the 
People themſelves at Mount Jingi, the firſt 
Commandment is introduced with the ſame 
Declaration; I am the Lord thy Gon, and for 
that Reaſon, Then ſhait have none other Gods 

Exod. but me. And a little after, Gop tells Moſer, 

ix. 45. that he will dwell among them, and he their 
Gop, And the Places are innumerable in the 
Prophets, where Go p's Coyenant with che 
Jews is expreſſed in che fame Words. 

| But nothing more evidently points out the ex- 

tenſive Import of cheſe: few Words, than that, 


when St. John ſaw the: Holy City, the new 
| ab arg coming 4owan from Go out of 


Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned fur 
her Huſband, even the Saints themſelves, the 
| bleſſed Inhabitants of that Holy City, — 
| | f ing 
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thing more from Gop, but the ſame Words Rev. xxi. 
repeated to them: And I heard, ſaith St. ohn, 
283 Voice out of Heaven, ſaying, Behold 
the Tabernacle of Gor is with Men, and 
he: will dwell with them, and they ſball 
be his People, and Go himſelf ſhall be 
with them, and be therGov. By which 
it appears, that the LoxÞ's Promiſe to be 
the Gop of 4 People, implies, giving them 
a Right to all that is His, as well in Heaven 
as in Earth, not even excluding a Property in 
himſelf, For the Nations who have the Loxp 
for their Gop, have his Power tor their De- 
fence, his Mercy for their Pardon, his Grace 
to aſſiſt them in their Duty, his Juſtice to a- 
venge them of their Enemies, and his Truth 
to ſecure them of the Performance of his Pro- 
miſes. And thus to have a Property in the 
Attributes of God, is to have a Property 
in God, they not being really diſtin& from 
Gon, but differing only in our Conceptions. 
Thus likewiſe the Divine Perſons, being undi- 
vided in their Nature, are united in the Cove- 
nant, and the People of Gop have a Property 
in every one of them. The Son gave himſelf 
for them, and to them, and owns them for his 
Brethren; by which means they are adopted 
into Gop's Family, and the Father of CyrIST - 
truly becomes/fherr Father. So alſo the Holy 
Ghoſt is theirs: He is ſent ro them, and be- 
ſtows himſelf upon them, to be their Sandifer 
and Comtorter, that he may dwell in them as 
| i 113, 
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enten of his own, and enrich them with 


His Giſts; HN Eight, his Strength, his Joy, his 
* kph: by whoſe: Operation alfo they 


2Pet.i. have. the Character and Reſemblance of Gov's 


Perfections imprinted upon themſelves, which 
St. Peter ſcrupleg not to call, being Parta- 
(hers: of [cher Nature particularly of 
the Glory and Immortality of ir. And our Sa- 
;viour's e to prove the Reſurrection of 
the Body, from Gop's ſty 8 the Gop 
, Abraum, he Gov of Hauer; andthe Gop 
f Fhcob; ista Demonſtrati6nzrthat this Form 
of the Covenant doth import a Communica- 
tion of Life and Immortality. For the living 
God can hold;rio Comtminion wvith the dead; 
vhence it neceſſarily follows, that. thoſe Pa- 
triarchs muſt live for ever; which they cannot 
do, unleſs their Bodies be again united to their 
Souls; for during the Sc Waden of them, _ 
are in the State 5 Dea 


BFBut is the Loxp thus * the Gov of his 


Inheritaute, and are not they to be as en- 
tirely his People? Yes ſurely, or elſe it could 
be no 2 and both Parts — it ws” fre- 
"quently join d together, when Gop ſays, I wall 
be ebeir C Go, and they hall be my People; 5 
ſumming up all their Duty to him, in the lame 
ſhort Way, as he doth all his. Promiſes to them. 
And from what hath been already ſaid on 
Go Part of the Covenant, what hs Ferte 
Pert! is in it will be eaſily underſtood. 

ITis not only to be lubjc to his Dominion 
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to depend upon him, and to be goyern'd by 


him; 0 all People upon Earth are his: But it 


is alſo. voluntarily to give him alſo a Pro 


in themſelves, to yield, up their Hearts, and 


Wills, and Aﬀefions to him, and to refer all 


they do ultimately to his Glory; not as free, 
and in their own Power; but His only, who 
Covenant hath condeſcended to be Their. 
0; that they ſhould no longer live to them- 
ſelves, (to Sin, to Satan, and to the World) 
but to him only, who hath given himſelf ro 
them. Their Minds ſhould be Gop's, to know 
him; their Will, to worlhip and obey him; 
their H eart, to love him; their Ears, to hear his 
Voice; their Mouth, to celebrate his Praiſe, 
and their Hands, to do his Work: All which 


273 


is thus ſumm'd up by St. Paul; Nielding all Rom. vi. 


II. Secondly, Since God never choſe but ane 


Nation to be. his own Inheritance, promiſing 
them to be their Gop ; and that Nation hath 


been long ago caſt off by him; I am to enquire 


By what Title, at this Day, any Nation can 


lay a juſt Claim to the Lord for their Gop. 


And the Anſwer to this Enquiry is very ob- 
_ vious: For if Gop neyerenter'd into ſuch a Co- 
venant, but only with Abraham, and his Seed 
after him; whatever Nation claims the LoRD 
for their God, muſt claim under him with 
whom Gop made the Coyenant. Which, al- 

though for ſome Time it was confined to the 


S Jews 


your Members as Inſtruments of 3 35 
ne ſi unto Goo; 


_ 
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Jeu only, yet, from the Beginning, it was 
— at laſt to extend a great deal farther: 
For we find, that Gop not only promiſed that 
Patriarch to be hzs Gon, and the Go of his 
Seed after him; but gives him repeated Aſſu- 
rances, that in his Seed. all the Nations of the 
Earth ſhould be bleſſed ; pointing at the Times 
of the Meſſial, to whom, out of every Coun- 
trey, the gathering of the People war to be. 
For CnRIST was the very Foundation, upon 
which the Covenant of Grace was built; which 
being but One, muſt be the ſame in both. Teſta- 
ments: And that of the New is never ſpoken 
of as different, but only as a more perfect State 
of the ſame, which was long before made with 

Abraham. Thus old Zacharias, full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, tells us, that the Coming of the 

Luke i. M ab, was 70 perform the Mercy promi- 

72,73: ſed to our Fore-fathers, and to remember his 
holy Covenant ; the Oath which he fware-to 
our Father Abraham; And St. Peter tells 

Ads iii. the Zews, that CHRIST before Was preached 

30. unto them; And St. Paul calls the Promiſe, 
expreflly, the Goſpel: And the Scripture 
lays he, foreſeerng that Gop would juſtiſy the 
Heathen through Faith, preached before the 

Gal. Ur S. Goſpel unto Abraham, ſaying, In thee ſhall 
all Nations be bleffed : And the Faith which 
was imputcd to Abraham tor Righteouſnels, 
is recommended as an Example for Chriſtians; 
and he is called the Father of the faithful, with 
regard to the Gentzles as well as Zews ; we 
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the Promiſe made ta him four hundred and 
thirty Tears before the Law, is called hy the 
Apoſtle, zhe Covenant that was before con- 
firmed of Gop in CuR1sT. So that when 
the ſame Apoſtle, in another Place, calls t he Rom. vi. 
Preaching of Ixsus CurisT, the Revelation :;. 
bf the Myſtery, which' was kept ſecret ſance 
the World began; he muſt not be underſtood 
to mean, ab/olutely kept ſecret, but only in 
reſpe& of the Promulgation of it among the 
Gentiles, or the Completion of it in thoſe lat- 
ter Days among the Jews. ; 

For though, in Subſtance, the Covenant of 
both Teſtaments be the ſame; yet it was diſ- 
tinguiſhed by many accidental Differences. To 
mention only two of the moſt material. The 
Old exhibited the holy Seed which was to 
bruiſe the & waves Head, only as promiſed, 
and to come; the New; as already come, and 
manifeſted to all Nations. The Old Teſtament 
was all Symbolical and Figurative; in Which 
the divine Myſteries, and Promiſe of Eternal 
Life, were wrapp d up in the dark Coverings of 
Types and Ceremonies; but the Grace of Gop, 


ed to all Men; Hence the former is compared 
to Night, becauſe the Sun of Rightegu/neſs 
was not then riſen; the latter, to the Light, 
the World being then viſited by the Day- 
ſring from an big. 02 
III. Thirdly, Becauſe Experience hath ſhewn, 
| | \ | IBS that 


Gal. iii. 17. 
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that Gop may be proyok'd to caſt off -a Cho. 


ſen People; I am now to ſhew, by what means 


a Nation may pull down that heavy Judgment 
upon themſelves. n ee 
And this will be beſt learn d, by obſerving by 
what means the 7ews loſt it; and that was 
their Inſidelity in the Meſſiab, and the Conſe- 
quences of it, his Crucifixion. For although 
the Corruption of their Manners was often ve- 
ry great and general, their Idolatry groſs and 
frequent; yet nothing could provoke Gop to- 
tally to caſt them off, rill they caſt him off, by re- 
jecting CHRIST, the Mediator of the Covenant 
between them. God oftentimes ſuſpended his 
Favour, as they withdrew their Obedience, or 
, choſe to themſelves other Gops. Sometimes 
they were given up as a Prey to devouring 
Plagues, or meagre Famine: Once, to ſatisfy 
the ſpeedy Demands of .Gop's juſt Indignation, 
the Earth open'd her Mouth, to ſwallow up 
no {mall Company of Free Thinkers; who, 
in Contempt of Gop's Ordinance, took upon 
themſelves to offer Incenſe; and Fire confumed 
the reſt. Gop often left his People to the 
Rage and Fury of their Enemies, to be put to 
flight, ſlain, plunder'd; to be made tributary 
Slaves, or even to be carried away into Cap- 
tivity. * 3 
But theſe were Judgments, with reſpect to the 
Body Politick, which had a Mixture of Gop's 
Fatherly Love with his Wrath; being deſigned 
=) os 
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to call to their Remembrance, who was their 
Gop, and whoſe People they had bound them- 
ſelves to be. The Divine Patience held our as 
yet; but, Infinite as it is, gave way at laft, at the 
Completion of their Infidelity ; when the Ru- 
lers and Governors, even the great SanPedrim, 
rejected, and perſecuted to Death their Re- 
deemer; who, for ſo many Ages, had been ex- 
pected, and in whom all Gop's Promiſes had 
been made. This, at laſt, brought on the ut- 
ter Exciſion of that Church and Nation. 
Neither was this Effect of Infidelity in 
CHRIST peculiar to the Jews; but it was an 
Effect neceſſarily flowing from the Nature of 
the Cauſe, and will be the fame in all Ages. 
For, as Faith in Cuxklsr is the only Thing 
that gives any Nation a Title to the Benefits of 
the Covenant, and procures the LoxD ro be 
their Gop; ſo Infidelity in him, at all times, 
as certainly diſſolves the Covenant, and deprives 
therm of all Pretence to be Gop's Inheritance. 
So that when any Chriſtian Nation perceives 
the Seeds of Infidelity in Chxisr ſown amo 
them; in proportion to the Springing up and 
Increaſe of them, they ſee Deſtruction coming 
on, and a gradual Approach to their utter Ruin. 
The Nature of the Sin is the ſame as it was with 
the Jews; and Gop's Arm is not ſhorten'd 
ſince, neither are the Vials of his Wrath ex- 
hauſted. 2 0 
The Son of Gop, in human Fleſh, was then 
mocł d, buffered, and Spit upon; and, as a vile 
55 Impoſtor 
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Impoſtor, was arraigned, condemned and ctu- 
cited: And was ix not for this, that . 
Vengeance was (6 fi ignally poured out u 
them, and purſues them ſtill to Los very 


But what, I beſcech you, do our Wed 5 


Infidels do lefs?: They came into the World too 
late, to have the Pleaſare of ſtaining their Hands 
with his Blood, or to cry out, Cruciß him, 
Crucify him; but they juſtify that Cry, and 
ſpare no Pains to perſuade the World, that he 
was an [mpoſtor; that is, 4 Rogue, and & 
Cheat; who ſaffer'd nothing, but what he 
deſery'd; And what is this leſs than nailing 
him to the Croſs again, and pietcing his Side? 
What is counting the Blood of the Covenant 
an un holy thing? What is Crucifymg the 


Hon of 'Gop afreſh, and putting him to an 0- 
pen Shame; if this be not? And ſure the Bap- 


tilm of theſe Men in the Name of CHRIST, will 
not alleviate their Guile. © 

Well ould it be for their Countrey, if their 
Guilt reach'd only to themſelves : Bur, alas! as 
Apoſtates are Rebels againſt Gop, ſo they are 
Traitors to their King and Countrey ; and not 
only uſe their beſt Endeayours to rob them both 
of their only ſure Defence, their Gon the LorD 
F Hoſts; but to draw him 'over to turn his 
mighty Arm againſt them, which no Power can 
reſiſt, nor Policy put by. 

If then, in a Chriſtian Countrey, In6deliry 
neceſſarily carries Treaſon in it, and renders 
_ (in truth) the moſt dangerous Conſpira- 

ro ; 
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tors; a firm Belief in Crx Ts T, and a warm 
Zeal for his Religion, will render Men the beſt 
Friends to their Coumtrey; whole Faith and 
Piety tend ſurely to che keeping * Phe aq 
for Their G0. Men 
And if every good Chriſtian bath vhs a 
Share in pteſerving that invaluable>Blefling ; 
how great 4 Part in it muſt be aforib'd-tothat 
Order of Men, which Cx Sr hath inſtituted 
in his Church for the Miniſtry : to inſtruct his 
People in the true Faith; to Wit Arguments 
(as the Apoſtles always do) from the Articles of 
it, for an holy Life? Through whoſe Hands; by 
CHr1sT's Appointment, all the ourward Means 
of Grace muſt be conveyed. *Tis their Buſi- 


neſs to preach his Word, and adminiſter his 


holy Sacraments. However this Sacred Order 
may of late have been reviled, their Miniſtra- 
tions not only depteciated, but ridicul'd; ſure 
Jam, that St. Paul directed the Theſſalonians 
to know, that is, to regard, thoſe who la- 
bour'd among them, and were over them in 
the Loxp, and admoniſh d them; and to ef- 
reem them very highly in Leue, ac their 
works Sate. 

But, I know, it will be ſaid, (as it dert lack 
been in the like Caſes) chat this concertvd only 


the Church in that Age: which is no leſs than 


to ſay, the Church and that Age were to end 
together. But bleſſed be Gop, we have not 
ſo learned ChRx IST. We know that his Church 


here on Earth ſhall laſt as long as chat, and 
| E 1 + that 
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that the Gates of Hell ſhall never prevail a” 
gainſt it: And that therefore, in Spight of all 
the Emiſſaries ſent from thence, the Miniſtry 
of Crx18T ſhall ſtand immoyeable; fot accor- 
ding to his own Conſtitution, he can have no 
Let theſe T dwell in our Minds, when 
we take into Conſideration thoſe Wants which 
now. call upon us for Relief, They are the 
Wants of ſuch; as have either been made one 
with Men of this Sacred Order by Holy Ma- 
trimony, or by Deſcent have their Blood run- 
ning in their Veins. This near Relation to an 
Order of Men, I will not ſay ſo 1e ful, but /o 
neceſſary in a Chriſtian Countrey, ſurely enti- 
tles them to a comfortable Subſiſtence in it. 
When any Men by uſeful Inventions, by wiſe 
Counſels, by a faithful Diſcharge of the Truſt 
repoſed in them at Home, or by their Courage 
and Conduct in the Field, have done their Coun- 
trey Signal Service; it hath been the Practice of 
all Nations to expreſs the Senſe of their Merit, 
by ſome Regard to their Families. It hath not 
been thought enough to confine their Gratitude 
to the Perſons of ſuch Men; but great Wealth 
and Honour are very often —— down 
from them to diſtant Generations. And ſhall 
thoſe want the common Comforts of Life, who 
are truly a Part of ſuch Men, as are neceſ- 
ſary Inſtruments in preſerving to us The Loxp 
for our Gop ; without whoſe Bleſſing, no Man's 
Art, or Arms, or Counſels can be ſucceſsful? 


This 


This moſt Pious and Charitable Aſſembly an- . 
ſwers, No; there is Care taken of them. And 
that the Proviſion made, doth not yet reach to 
the full Proportion of their Wants, is not cau- 

ſed by any Want of Zeal or Induſtry in the Pro- 
moters, but in the Nature of this great Work; 
which is ſo extenſive, that it will requite long 
Time to be complea.. 
Lo 'the et Honour of our Nation, this 
Undertaking hath met with Encouragement 
from all Orders and Degrees of Men amongſt 
us. From the Crown it received its Life and 
Being, by becoming a Corporation endow d 
with proper Powers to carry it on. Thoſe 
Powers, as ſoon as there was Occaſion, have 
been enlarged by the Piety of his preſent: moſt 
_ Majeſty, who moreover, joined him- 

elf as a Fellow-Labourer in this Work of Cha- 
rity, by what bach dropp'd from his own Royal 

And Gop's Blefling on it is manifeſtly ſeen, 

by the many Benefactors he hath already raiſed 
up, who ſhine as Lights to lead on others in the 
ſame Tra& of Piery. They are too numerous 
to have juſt Honour paid them in ſuch ſhort 
Diſcourſes, but their Names are recorded where 
they will never die, And their Righteouſneſs 
will be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 
But one, I know not how to paſs by in Si- 
| Jence, who was carrying on a Deſign many 
Years far the Service of this Corporation, and 
| might 


my 5, 
2 2 


A Sermon preacb'd before 
might more properly be called their Steward, 
than Maſter of his own. So that the Reproach 
Which is commonly caſt upon Death-bed Cha- 
rity, viz. That ſuch Men do no more than 
ieave what they cannot keep, could by no 
Means be juſtly charged upon him, who had 


made hi Treaſure their before, and only ſtay- 


ed till he could gather it all together, in order to 


do the greater Good. For what he laid out 


in a noble Enlargment of his College, which 
was what they much wanted, plainly ſhew'd 
Him to be as free to part with his Money in the 
beſt State of Health, as on his Death-bed. Nor 
indeed was his good Husbandry fot yout Sakes, 
in any part of Life rarniſhed with the leaſt Ap- 

rance of Avarice, but he lived as generous 
and chaxitable as he died. And we may with 
humble Confidence believe, that he is now at 


Reſt in Paradice, waiting wick Patience and 


Comfort, till The Son of Man ſhall come in 
his Glory, and all the holy Angels with him, 
and ſhall ft upon the Throne of his Glory, 
and ſay to him among the Sheep on his right 
Hand, Come ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit 
the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foun- 
dat ion of the World. For I was an hun- 
gred, and ye gave me Meat ; I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me Drink; 1 was a Stranger, 


and ye took: me in; I was naked, and ye 


cloathed me; I was ſick, and ye viſited me; 
1 was in Priſon, and ye came unto me. 
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This compendious Account of the Proceed- | 
ings at the Day of Judgment, in every Mans 
Breaſt who will conſider it, muſt kindle a moſt 
ardent Deſire of rendring himſelf a fit Object 
for ſuch an Addreſs from his Saviour. W e ſee, 
he chuſes to put our Tryal as it were, upon 
this ſingle Point of Charity to the Poor, and uſes 
the moſt powerful Argument to invite us to it, 
when he accepts what is done for them, as 
done to himſelf, And indeed, the Honour of 
Gov is ſo much concerned in it, than in ſome 
Senſe, the Money ſo given may be literally kad 
to be given to him. g . 5 
Ihe great Poverty, which hath ever been 
too viſible in the World, hath always been ob- 
jected againſt Providence by wicked Men; as 

if our Maker was either regardleſs of his Crea- 
tures, or nor. able ſufficiently to provide for 
them. In one Caſe, he is prophanely compa- 
red to the Oſtrich, which, we are told, is har- 
dened againſt her young Ones, as though they 
were not hers; and in the other Cale, to a 
vain Man, who out of Pride and Oſtentation, 
keeps more Seryants than he can maintain. But 
there is not more Impiety than Falſhood in this 
Obyection; there being large Stores laid up by 
Gov for all ſuch as are not provided for in 
the common Courſe of his Providence. For 
wherever God hath given Riches, he hath laid 
up for the Poor, and given them ſuch a Title 
to their Part of them, as no Power on Earth 
can deprive them of. Tis a Right which no 
| falſe 
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falſe Witneſs can ſwear them out of, nor corrupt 
Judge interpret away: It ſtands good. in Defi- 


ance of the greateſt Armies, and is out of the 
Reach of the Legiſlature itſelf; being eſtabliſhed 


by the great Proprietor of all Things, the Kine 
of KiNcs, and Loxp of Lox Ds, So that 
the Poverty among Men, and the Diſhonour 
which redounds from thence to Gop, is all to 
be laid to their Charge, with whom he has 
truſted this laſt Reſerve of his Bounty, and 
which they haye fraudulently detained in their 
own Hands. Which is ſo CT a Crime, 
that at the laſt tremendous Day, it will extort a 
dreadful Sentence from the moſt merciful Ixsus: 

when he will ſer ſuch Men on his left Hand, and 
ay to them, Depart from me, ye curſed, in- 
70 everlaſting Fire, Prepared for the Devil 
and his Angels. For I was an bungred, and 
ye gave me no Meat, I was thirſty, and ye 
gave me no Drank; Tat a $ tranger, and. 
ye took me not in; naked, and ye cloathed 


me not, ſick and in Priſon, aud ye viſited 


me not. 
Gop forbid, any one of Us ſhould be then 


Kind among thoſe unfaithful Stewards. We 


cannot but fee, how highly it concerns us to 
make uſe of the Time we have, to do good un- 
to all Men, not excepting even thoſe, who by 
their Sin and Folly have diſtreſs d themſelves; © 


ut let us not now forget, that we are more eſpe- 


erally bound fo to do, to them who are of the 
Houſpold 


I 
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Houſhold of Faith: To them who are not the 
Authors of their own Wants, but who have 
providentially been born to Penury and Want; 
and that not rarely occaſioned by the Virtue 
of their Fathers, who choſe rather to want 
Bread, than to abound in it by baſe and ſinful 
Compliances: To the Widows and Orphans 
of thoſe, who have ſpent their Lives in guiding 
Souls in their Way to Heaven; whoſe Bulneß 
ir was, to teach, explain, and defend that 
Faith, which only can give us a Title to the 

Lon for our Gop, and our ſelves to be his 
Inheritance: In ſhort; To ſuch as are leſt 
hungry, and thirſty, and naked, by the Mini- 
ſters of CHRIST: CHRIST, who feeds us with 

the Bread of Life, and cloaths us with his 

own Righteouſneſs, and who ig gone before, 
to provide Manſions for us in his Father's . 
Kingdom. Where the Charitable Man, whenhe 
ſhall overtake his Alms, which he ſent up thi- 
cher, to make way for him, will be welcom d by 
his Redeemer; and the Comfort which the Sort 
of Gop felt, by the Beneficence of pious Chriſtians 
to the afflicted Members of his Myſtical Body 
the Church, will be thankfully acknowledged, 
and returned in a manner anſwerable to the 
Dignity and Ability of the great Perſon who 
owns the Kindneſs. His Father alſo will then 
lay open his Treaſures, and be no longer in 

Debt for the Money lent him here on Earth. 

This being ſo, what Tongue can or 
| cart 
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Hear conceiye the Advantage of thus em- 
ying our Money? While it is in our Hands, 
— Ways may it flip out of them? At 
moſt, we can keep it no longer than our Liſe, 
every Moment of which, for ought we know, 
may be the laſt. But if we Jay up our Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, there it will purchaſe for us, 
not deceitful ſtinging Pleaſures, not mouldering 
Palaces, not the tawdry Pageantry of Grandeur, 
empty Titles, and the Flattery of Syc . f 
but an Eternal Reſt in the Fruition of Gop, 
the Fountain of all good; an Happineſs no leſs 
ſecure than great. | 
Do not our Hearts within us, burn with an 
impatient longing for it? And have we not an 
Opportunity now in our Hands to make a 
ood Advance towards it? Let no Man deceive 
imſelt, and when he puts his Hand into the 
Baſon, think he is parting with his Money : 
No; if he will but take the Word of Gop for 
it, he is laying it up for ever; and the Increaſe 
will be ſuch, that in the ſtricteſt Propriery of 
Speech, the more he gives, the richer will he 
return Home. At the general Day of Retri- 
bution, he will find it brought to his Account, 
more by an Hundred-fold, and will look back 
upon all ſuch charitable Acts as this, as ſo ma- 
ny Steps to Heaven; and ſpend Eternity in 
bleſſing and praiſing Gop, by the Help of 
whoſe Grace he laid hold of fuch Opportu- 


nities. 
Now 


the Song 4 the E 9. 


A 17 * 
Now, that we ; LYS pro this Op- 
portunity at — 8 the dvantage; 
and, as we together /to pi 
lame Act of Pf 2 | that we may 
alſo, at the laſt Day, meet together to par- 
take of the Reward of is; Gop, of ns In- 
finite Mercy, grant. 


To whom, with the Son and the Holy 
Ghoſt, be all Honour and Glory, Might, 


Majeſiy and Dominion, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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55 ; 42 of the Church of Roms. Price 18. 


De Religidnis Chriſti Fundamentalibus, & ebrundem 
uſu Diſquititio Brevis: cum Appendice, In qua ex Princi- 
piis in hac Diſquiſitione poſitis vel fuggeſlip, ad tres màx- 
1mi momenti Quæſtionęs reſpondetur; quarum Determi- 
natio", Commüntoni inter diserfis Ecclefias 8 
wultum conducere videtur. Price 6d. 

0 Theſe tuo-by bis Grace the Lord Arcvbiſhe; of Fai: 


Free Thinking? in Matters of Religion Stated and Re- 


Rae Price 6d. 
A View of the ancient and preſent State of the S 


of Door, Home Lacy and Hempſted; Endowed by the Right | 


Honourable John Lord Viſcount Scudamore, with ſome 
Memoirs of that ancient Family: And an Appegdix of Re- 


cords and Letters relating to the ſame Subject. By Mat- 


thew Gibſon, M. A. Rector of Door, 4to. Price 7s. 6d. 

A compendious View of the Religion of Nature deline- 
ated, with an Appendix concerning the Chriſtian Religion. 
870. Price 28.64. 

An Explanation of the Principles of the Chriſtian Reli- 


gion, and the Truth and Reaſonableneſs of them, ſhewed | 


in ſhort Diſcourſes on the Church Catechiſm. By R. Da- 
vies, M. A. Rector of Roſe Crowther, in Pembrokeſhire. 
Price 28. ; 

A Diſcourſe of the Judicial Authority, belonging to the 
Office of Matter of the Rolls in the High Court of Chan- 
cery, The ſecond, Edition, with large Additions on that 
Subject, and the Antiquity of Procegdinzs in Equity: To- 
gether with a Preface, occaſioned by a Book entituled the 
Legal Judicature in Chancery ſtated. Price 4s. 69. 
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